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Mr. Polde's Plea for Moderation, 
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Eccl. 2. Wo to them that have a double heart — and 
to the Sinner that goteh two manner of ways | 


Auguſtini  Epiſt, 166. Lert. G. Conftantinus contra 
parte Donati ſever: ſſimam legem dedit, hnimc_imi- 
tats Fali jeu talta prece ; Qui tibus ſuccedens 

by HH deſertor Chriſti indmicus — libertatem 

| PartiDonati-permiſit © reddidit Nee eo mods | 
putans Chriſti wm nomen poſſe perire de terris.” 
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| To the Worſhiptul 

ROBERT FOLEY Z#(4; 
One oft Hi; 

MAJESTIES Ju- 


ſtices of the Feace for 
che County of Wor- 


ceſter. 


May it pleaſe nr Worlhip, 


3 


IS not long; ſince 

' thruſting ſuch 

Books as this in- 

to the Preſs, was 

like thrifting ones hand in- 
to a neſt .of Hornets ;. when 
Bo neither 


- The Epiſtle 
neither Innocence, nor Maje- 
'y, nor any thing that's ſa- 
cred, could be ſufficient Fence 
againſt the pungent and veno- 
mous Detraftions of a waſpiſh 
fort of Seftaries. And then 
indeed it was but needſul, in 
behalf of ſuch Books as this, 
ro ask the Patronage of ſome 
_u as, your ſelf whoſe ftanch 
Loyalty in the late diſtin- 
Pat) ling and perilous times , 
thoſe days of Danger and Re- 
buke, was yet ſo truly Heroick, 
as 10 dare to look Fation in 
the face, and oppoſe it even 
theu, when moſt Inſolent and 
Domineering. A pradttice 0n 
grounds of Reaſon ſo truly 
Generous ; 0n grounds of Chri+ 
ftianity ſo Religious , as 
makes 
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DEDICATORY. 


makes your late Promotion, a 
due Debt to your Merit, as 
" your Merit is to your ſelf. 
* But now bleſſed be God, that 
by wonted Miracle of Preſer- 
vation , has made the King 
great 1n his Salvation; has 
in great meaſure given him 
the Hearts of his SubjeAs", 
and the Necks. of his Ene- 
mues ; has turned our threat- 
' ned Captivity back; and 
made our Engliſh Zion like 
to be the praif of the whole 
Earth. 

So that now the deſign of 
this Dedication, is cheifly this, 
To. publiſh to the World my 
| grateful acknowledgment of 
' your great Favours, preſuming 

that the good deſign of this 
| liitle 


-- - The Epiftle 
litthe Book, will belp to *[a- 
tisfie | for its great defetls ; 
eſpecially, if it be interpreted, 
as Divines interpret Parables, 
Quz non ſunt argumenta- 
tive ultra ſuum Scopum : 
The Scope: or Intention of it, 
being no more than ſuch an 
imperfect Sthiſmatology , as 
may inſtruct but the wulgar 
Reader, in ſome little of that 
great agreement between the 
Modern Schiſmaticks, and 
, thoſe of Old; which I take to 
be a Novel expedient, whereby 
to, endegvour ( as every honeſt 
man ought)" the expoſal of that 
pernicious Sin of .Schiſm, the 
depluming of that Churchmon- 
fler of all ſuch thieviſh Bra- 
very, and. \popular Deroy, as 


err0- 


DEDICATORY. 


erroneous conſcienciouſneſs, and 

fſpecions Pretenſuons 30 Sandti- 

9K. beyond holier Perſons than 
themſelves ; t0 expoſe this vile 
Sin to the pablik view (like 
XKſops Crom) 36 be reviled 
and hooted at , as the wery 

peſt of Societies, and bane of 
Chriſtianity, fatab to Churches 
and Kingdoms, deteſtable and 
odious to God and Good Men; 

worſe (ſaid the Fathers) than 
* Idolatry , > Sacriledg , or © « Dion. ap. 
Hereſie, and yet now a days b Ops.l.r. 
fo little made Conſcience of. oF 1 
This is chiefly the deſign of *** 
this little Book, and my ac- 
knowledg ments to your Worſhip 
is the deſign of its Dedication ; 

| as alſo to beg the encourage- 

| ment of your Worſhips Appro- 


bation IB 


The Epiſtle , &#. 
bation; and to contribute a 
wiſh to the long continuance 
of your happineſs here, and | 
the compleatment of it here- 
after, which is, honoured 
Sir, the hearty prayer of 


Your Thankful and Obedient , 


as much Obliged Servant, 


F. B. 


Catholick 
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| Catholick Schilmatology: 


O R, 


eAn Account of Schiſm and 
Schiſmaticks in the ſe- 
veral Ayes of the 
World. 


The Introduftion. 


HO the firſt two 
thouſand | years of 
the World, called 
the Patriarchal Ages, 
[which was from the 
Creation, to the giving of the Law to 
Moſes] were called by the Jewiſþ 
Rabbies, the two thouſand years of 
B <emprtinels; 


The Introduflion. 


emptineſs ; becauſe of that little 


that is recorded of the T ranfattions 


of thoſe times ; yet is not the Holy 
Scripture filent in, this patter, but 


: ſpeaks. of -Schiſz and Schiſmaticks, 


Jade 6. 


as coxval with Sin and Satan: St. 
Jude (pcaking ofthe Separatiſts of 
his time ,the Gnoſtick:Schiſmaticks, 


compares dhkem) firſtviio the. fallen 


Angel, the. firſt .that fioned; thoſe 
Schiſmaticks from the Church tr1- 


Jumphant, Jade 64 Where beplainly 


intimates, That as the, [devilyyas the 


- firſt Sinner, ſo was he the firſt Schil- 


matick : Sates the Apoltle, The firſt 
that left his firi# eſtate, which 
was Communion with the Church 
triumphant. 

From this he deſcends to com- 
pare them to ſome of , the firlt 
Schiſmaticks. from the Church Mili- 
tant, He inſtances firſt 4n Cazr, 
Jude 11. They have gone in the way 
of Cain; or which is all one, they 


\ have followed the Principle and 


Prattiſe of Cain, 3, e., are Cainites. 


As thoſe that go in the way of, or |. 
follow 


} « 


| 


KORA HIT ES. 


follow the Principles and Practiſe of 
FErins, Dinatus, Nevatus, are called 
'fErians, Donatiſts, Novatians, And 
thus.do ſome of the molt learned 
Nonconformiſts interpreat = 
words, The way of Cain, # e. ſay © _.. 
_ they, the way of Bren Separation, par Fo wy 
| Cain was the firſt Separatiſi( ſaies Dr. kins Expoſits- 
Manton) He went out from the pre. "7 Jude. 
ence of the Lord, that is, from the - 
| Church (ſaies he) where the preſence 
of Gods Grace is, And therefore 
Cains example is pduced, becauſe 
(fares that Expoſitor) he was, the 
rſt and chief of thoſe that departed 
from the true Church and pure 
Service of God. 


W ] 


KORAHITES. 


FP Hus fates the Apoſtle of the 
. Separariſts of his time, Jzd.1T. 
They have periſhed in the gainſaying of 

| Korah. This K orah was one of the 
Sons of Levi, of great eſteem 

" | . 4mong the People, and great Inter- 
| ? B Y eſt 


Ar. Red. 


Preface. 


KORAMAHTIITES. 
eſt in many of the Princes 3 and 
Cno doubt ) was accounted an able 
and godly man ; only thus, he was a 
factious Levite, diſl:ntiog and mur- 
muring againſt, Moſes and Aaron , 
the King and the Prieſt, was his 
only fault. Whoever conſults the 
Hiſtory of Schiſmaticks from the 
times of the Apoliles, to this preſent 
Age, and compares them with the 
Modern ones 1n their profciſed op- 
poſition, as wgll to the Moparchical 
as Epiſcopal Government, muſt give 
them Extraction from this famous 
Triumvirate Korah, Dathan, and 
Abiram, combined 1n an Aſſociation 
againſt Moſes and Aaron , the Su- 
pream Prince, and the High Prielt. 


Dathan and Abiramdeſcending from 
the line of Rewber, the eldeſt Son. 


of Jacob, thought themſelves more 
worthy of the Sovereign Power 
than Myſes, who deſcended from 
the younger Houſe z and Korah 
thought himſeif ſo much negleR&ed 
in ſeciog Elizaphen, the Son of 
©zz3el, made Prince of the Koha- 

; thites, 


KORAHITES:.. 
thites, [The principal Family of the 
Levites ext to that of Gerſon} 
when he himſelf deſcended of the 
eldeſt Brother,and therefore thought 
that if there were not a Parity, 
but an Ep:ſcopacy among the Jewiſh 
Miniſters, that himſelf was as fit 
for the chief Prieſthood as Aaror. 
Hereupon having compared their 
grievances, they reſolved on a Con- 
ſpiracy, and that neither Sovereign 
Prince, nor chief .Prieſt ſhould 
Lord it over them, but rather that 


a Presbjzterzan Parity (ſhould be both 


in Sacred and Civil Matters : Upon 
this, they preſently formed their 
party, drew into the Conſpiracy 
no leſs than 250 of the cchiet men 
of the Aſſembly, and with them 
boldly appear againſt Moſes and 
Aaron ; telling them to their faces, 
that they took too much upon them, 
that all the Lords people were holy; 
and that therefore they ought not 
to lift wp themſelves above the Cons» 
gregation. Now tho ſonre of the 
chief Princes of the houſe of Daz, 

B 3 did 


N \ 


Joſeph. Antiq. 


KORAHITES. 
dig appear in the Conſpiracy 3 yet” 
it is plainly called in Scripture, the” 

gainſazing of Korah, becauſe chief- 
ly carried on by the intereſt and 

credit that he had among the Peo. 
ple; particularly on the account of” 
his pretended Zeal for the Worſhip 
of God, and his great pretence to 
_ the good of the Commonwealth, 
But a fattious Levite he was; dife 
ſenting and murmuring againſt the' 
King and" the | Clergy., was\ bis 
great and only fault, In the head 
of a numerous Fattion, he, endea-' 
vour'd to ſtone Moſes, and (as Jo- 
ſephus ſajes) ran with great Norſe 
and Uproar, crying before the Ta- 
bernacle of God, That the Tyrant 
(Moſes) was to be cut off, and the 
People deliver'd from Bondage; 
and | the like ontcrys of Propert 

and Priviledg againſt Prerogative 
and Arbitrary Government. B ſuch 
Sedition (faies Mr: Jenkins) to throw 
Aaron out of the Prieſikood,, and 
gain it to bim{cIf, and with Dathan 
ewd Abiram, to depoſe Moles 
- 4 OW $6 from 


4» 4s ſure (ſaies he) as if it tereſul- 


xom the civil Government, and take 
it to themſelves. St. Jude's purpoſe 
here is to '(hew ( fates that great 
Nonconformiſt) that : ſuch ſeducing 
Sepatatiſts, as theſe Gnoſticks, are p,ypyſeion on 
Enemies not only to Eccleſtaſtical, but the place. 
Civil Order and Superiority. ' 

| And this example of Korah 3s pro» Expoſition on 
duced (faith Dr. Manton \ as to note *** ace. 
the faFions Pradices of Seducers, ſo- 
| alſo Gods wengeance on all ſuch ; 
they were faFious againſt Moles and 
Aaron, and they periſhed in- their 
attempt, afid ſo will all they that viſe 
up againſt Magiſtracy and Miniſtry, 


ready accompliſhed, And the other 
Nonconformiſt-Expoſitor ity his Ex- 
poſition, How miraculonfly did ven- 
geance "overtake Korah\and b7s come 
pany [for their Schiſm' ahd Sediti- 
on ] the Earth" clave and 'ſivallowtd 
them up for making acleft (or Schiſm) 
in the Congregation; and after that 
two” bundved and fifty of their 
Princes, Men of Renown, were fon» 

ſumed by a fire from the Lord; and 
"gy  B4 after 


1£XiE, 


led Phariſees frum their Separati 


PHARISEES. 


after that, fourteen thouſand and ſe- 
ven bundred were ſlain by the Plague. 


And this St. Jude apply's to ſuch 


C':rittians as ſeparate themſelves, as 
de:piſe Dominion, and ſpeak evil 
of Dignities 3 that renounce the 
Authority and Communion of the 
Church ; of ſach as theſe he fates, 
they periſh'd in the gainſaying of 


 Korah. 


——————_. —__ — 
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PHAA*1S £ &M 


Hey were a moſt zealous and 
itriÞ Set above all others of 
the J-+2/» Religion 3 and were cal- 


From OD ſeparauit , ſecrevit - 
Lijit 5 _ ſequeſtrato ab aliis vita 
rel;gioſiri ; becauſe ſeparated from 
others to a more ſtrict way of pro- 
f-(ſing Religion, Paſor cites Heſy- 
clins, for wakiig deglowGdourule9 
upuearutr Or, Kafagis, 7 C- Phariſee, a 
Duwider, a Separatiſt, a Puritan, 
all one; but the primary ſignifica- 

ti0n 
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PHARISFES. '5 


tion of the word Phavriſce is | ore 
that ſ:parates.” | 
; Foſephus, tho himic'f a Jew, and Antiq. Judaic, 
| ſometime a Ph7/-c, gives this ac _—_ E- 
{ count of them, 7/t they were a * paſſe 
| crafty and ſubtil Generation of men, 
that implozed their power mightily 
FL oppoſing Kings: that had inhnu- 
gted themſelves ſo far into the 2 fſe- 
Fions and eſteem of the populacy, 
that their good or bad word was able 
to make or blaſt any one with the peo 
ple 5 let their report be never ſo falle 
and malicious. And therefore Alex< 
| ander Jany@us, when be lay a dying, 
& adviſed the Dueen his wife, as ever 
ſhe regarded her ſafety, by all metns 
to comply with them, 2»! to pretend 
to govern by their Conncel 21d Dis 
redion ; affirming that his offending 
that ' ſort of men, was that which 
derived the Odinm of the Nation 
upon him, and was the greateſt cauſe 
of his fatal miſcarriage. Certain it 
is, that they were prodigiouſly proud 
. and ſelf conceited, cenſ rious and ill- 
; matured; that they hated all _—_ 
ut 


PHARISEES. 


but themſelves; and whoever would 
* 20t be of their way, they cenſured as 
a Reprobate and aVillian; exceeding 
zealous they were to make Proſelytes 
to their Party, cor fining all Religion 


and Kindneſs within the bounds of 


their own party, Like the Donatiſts 
thcir Followers, that were the moſt 
gricvous ſort of Perſecutors, when- 
ever thty got power, and yet cried 
out molt againſt Perſecution , 
Matt. 23.4. They bound on mens 
ſhoulders heavy burdens, and grie- 
- vous to be born; yet inveigh bitter- 
ly again? it in others, verſ. 30. If 
we had lived in the days of our fore- 
Futhers, we would not have been par- 
' takers with them in the blood of the 
Prophets. Oa which very account 


Chriſt calls them Serpents, werſ. 33. . 


a ſubtil iofiauating Generation of 
men, . full of Folds and Intreagues , 
that would put on the appearance 
of greateſt Mortification, and Selfe 
denyal, and Holineſs; yet were 
( (ates Chrilt in that very verſe ) 
Vipers, A generation of Vipers, for 
their 


their abominable*crutclty : [The firſt* 
Principles wherewith' they*inſpired'' 
« their new'Converts (as'Foſephus re-" 
\ lates) were That none* but they 
| were the Godly 'party; ant that all 

other Perſon were but Slaves and Sons 
of the Earth, and therefore endea- 

vour'd., - efpeciatty- to” infpire them 

with a mighty Zeal and Fierce- 

veſs agaiyſt” all that differ d+ from 

them. To this end they were wont 

not only to ſeparate, but-diſcriminate- 
themſelow from the- Community, by 

ſome peculiar Notes and Badges of. 
& Diftin#10n, ſuch as their long Robes, 
| and broad PhylaGerijes-,. their large 
F ringes and Borders of their Gav- 

ments, &%c. Their dogged and ill- 

watured principles., together with 

their Seditions and muncharitabls 

Behaviour , they endeavoured to 
palliate aud warniſhi over, with « 

more than ordinary pretence and pro- 
| feſſion of Religion: Such Duties 

eſpecially as did immediately refer 
| 


to God and his Worſhip 5 4s frequent 
faſting ard praying, which they did 
| very 


= 


ZEALOTS. 
very oft, and very long, with demure 
and mortified- looks, in a whining 
and affeted tone, and this almoſt in 
every corner of the ſtreets: Thus 
Foſephus of the Phariſees , Antiq. 
— WR 


— 
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ZEALOTS. 


#FTHE Zealots were a S$c& or 
+ .\S Branch of the Phariſees, who 


looked upon themſelves as the Sucs» 


ceſſors of Elias, Samuel, and others * 


of the Feviſh Worthies, but eſpeci- 
ally Phineas; which Worthies living 
under a perfe& Theocracy, had the 
miraculous impulſe and guidance-of 
Gods Spirit, immediate DireQion 
and Commiſion from God for what 
they did; and particularly in ſuch 
Ads as thoſe of Phineas | tho no 
Magiſtrate) his killing Zimrzi and 
Cosbi; Samnel's killing Agag , &c. 
And in imitation of theſe, the 


Jewiſh | 


| 


ZEALOTS. 23 
Jewiſh Zealots miſtaking a Diaboli- f 
cal Suzgeſtion for ſupernatural Re- 
velation; a boiling Paſſion for holy 
Zeal 3 and a wild Imagination for 
holy Divine motion, pretended a 
Commiſſion from Heaven for the 
moſt horrid and deteſtable under- 
takings, ſuch as rebelling againſt 
Princes, Aflaſlinating Nobles, e*c. 
in pretence tor the Honour and 
Glory of God. _ 

The account DreHammond gives | 
of them, 1s briefly thus, The Jewiſh 4nmorar.ov 
Zealots pretending to a perpetual zm- np: "0 
munity from all humane Power, | as 
” being the only Children of God , 
and upon that account, to be ſub- 
jet to no men, eſpecially Heathens, 
but to enjoy an evrpls, or perfect 
immunity ] world force all men' to 
joyn with them againſt the Romans, 

i. e. The publick peace; calling them» 
ſelves 'uyytra x, Eorhgis , the Bene- 
faFors and Sawviours of the Nation, 
and plundering all that would not be 
as Seditious as themſelves, under 
\ Þretence of Leal for the Law of 
Ged, 


14 Z:BALOTS: 


God , and making all men perforni 
their duty. "I 
| Agreeable to this, is that of Dr. 
' Cave [| in the life. of St. Simon the 4 
Zealot) from Maimonides, Joſephus, | 
8&c, They were (laies he) 4 Sed, of 
the Phariſees, mighty Aſſertors of the 
Law, and of the ſtriGneſs and. puri« 
ty of the Jewiſh Religzon, aſſuming 
. @ Liberty to themſelves to queſtion 
( and puniſh ) notorious, Offenders, 
without ftayin” for. the formality of 
the Law; and (when they thoyght 
good) executing capital Vengeance, on 
them. Thus (ates my Author from 
 Marimonides) tehen a Blaſphemer) , 
curſed God by the name of any Idol, 
the next Zealot that met him, had 
power to kill bim, without bringing 
him before the Sanhedrim. Thus in 
zmritation of Phineas (who in a great 
| paijron for the Honour of (20d, did 
immediate Execution on Zimri, and 
Cosbi) they took upon them to executt 
udgment in extraordinary, Cauſes, | 
and that (at firſt) not only by. the 
Connivence , but, good leave of the 
| lers | 


SY 
nd 


An. 
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: Rulers and People, till in after-times 
'| amnder a pretence of this their Zeal des 
ot; generated into all manner of Litentie 


—_— 
K 


onſneſs and wild Fxiravagatre," and 
| they not only became the very peſt of 
the 'C ommonwealth at home, but epen 'd 
the door for the Romans to invade 
them to their final ruin. They were 
continually promptivg the people ſe+ 
ditiouſly to throw off the Roman Toke, 
F to vindicate themſelves into their na- 
4| tive Liberty | excelling the Phari- 
ſees in their ,outcrys tor property . 
and priviledg againſt their Rulers 
i} Prerogative ] and when they had 
| - Furned all things into hurry and con. * 
4| Fuſion, themſelves in the mean time 
| fiſhed in thoſe troubled Waters. '” Jo- 
: ſephus frequently bewails them tus the 
4| - great Plagne of the Nation. Hetells 
4| _ ws that they ſcrupled not to kill many 
1 f, the Nobility under pretence of their Lib. Le 
olding correſpondence with the Ro- bell, 

, mans, and betraying the liberty of 
| their Country, boafting that thereby 

| they were the DGenefators and. San. 
4+ - Ours of the People -' Fojning themſelves 
with 


Ep. 43. 166, 


ZEALOTS. 


with the .tdumeans , they ſlew the 
High+ Prieſi, profuned4 the moſt Holy 
Places, and committed all manner 
outrages, yei jlile4 themſclves the 
Zealots (pretending greateſt ZLeal fot 
the Giorz if God.) 

Nor 1:4sihis Poanatick Zeal, this 
kind oi Zeca/ots:, been wanting , 
wherever Schiſm has prevailed 1n 
the after Ages of the World. The 
Donatiſis had among them an Order 
of mza called Circumcellzones, that 
were wholly deligned and ſet apart 
for theſe Zralotick exploits z they 
were as ſo many HeQors to fight 
for the Doxatiſts on all occalions, 
and were exatly among the Dona- 
tiſts, as the Pſendi-Lealots were 
among the Phariſees. Pugs cades, 
&c. ( ſaies St, Auguſtine ) what 
Slaughters and Outrages did they 
not commit, when Julian reſtored 
thz Churches to them , and gave 


. th:em Power ? and all this by belie- 


viog,i hat they were inſpired by God 
to do ſuch extraordinary things, 
which they were xeady to attempt, |} 

; Whenever | 
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ZEALOTS. 17 
whenever their Brethret, or their 
own Luſt did prompt them to itz 
the Donatiſi Biſbops inſtrufting 
them ſoundly in this, That they did 
certainly dye Martyrs, who ſuffer'd 
Death' tor Religion ſake, as rhey 
called their Rebellious and mo(t 
Murderous undertakings. Nor bath 
this Zealotick temper been more 
diſcervable in any than in the Schit- 
maticks of this latter Age. At the 
firſt planting of Presbytery in 


| Seotland;rin Mr: Knox's Diſputa- Hiſtory of the 


tion with Ld. Secretary Lethington, Reformation 
about the Power of. Princes £1 Ae 
being asKed whether the SubjeRs p. 387. 
ought to ſuppreſs the Q-1cen, ſup- 

poling her an Idolater [or PapiſtJ? 

Mr. Knoa's Anſwer was, That nos 

only [dotatry ought to be ſuppreſſed, 

but the Idolater alſo gought to die : 

Bat by whom (aid the Secretary 


Lethington# ) by the People of God, 


ſaid Mr. Knox ; for the command- 


ment was to l{racl ( faies he ) Hear 


 Olfrael, the Statutes and the Ord:i- 


nances of the Lord thy Gud; jet; 
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commandment is given, That if Ido- 
latry ' be committed in any City, the 
whole body of the People riſe and de- 
ſtroz the City , ſpar: g neither” Man, 
Woman, nor Child. 
Secretary. But there's no command 
given to deſir'y th.ir King 
Knox. If be be an ldolater, (or 
Papiſt) [ find zo Priviledg | or Ex- 
enpiion] given to him more than to 
the Pecple, to offend Gods Majeſty. 
Secretary. { grant that; but Peo« 
Þle may not be Judges to their King, 
to puniſh hiwz, tho be be an [dolater. 
Knox. God is the Oniverſal Judg 
to him, as well. as to the Peoples, ſo 
that what his word commands to be 
punifh:d 79 © One, 1s mot #9 be 
abſulved in the other — and that 
the Peoples, yea, or a part of the Peo» 
ple may not exagute Gods Fudgments 
 agtinſs their King being an Offender, 
zen hive no other warra»t for, than 
eur own Imagination, \Nhereupon 
the Lord Secretary Lethington, cal- 
ling tor his Papers, produced the 
Authority of Luthor, Melan@hon, 
Muſculus, 
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Muſculns, and Bucer, for the Do- 


Erie of Non-refiitance 1n any caſe; 
And in another place, Mr. Knox _ 
ſaies, That God has armed Subj.&s p90 3,1 
" againſt their natural King, and com- of the Church 
manded them to take Vengeance on Y Scotland, 
him, according to Divine Laws, and —_ 
that accordingly Gods people have 
executed Gods Law againſt their 
King, having no further vigard to 
him in that behalf, than if be had 
been the moiF ſimple Subjet in the 
Realm. And 10 a Sermon before a 
great part of the Nobility. Ask of 
the Ducen ((aics he) that which by Page 358. 
Gods word you may juſtly require z, 
and if ſhe will not agree with you in 
God, you are not bound to agree 
with her in the Devil, And when 
the Queen asked him, Whether he 
allowed that her Subjecs ſhould 
take her Sword 1nto their hand? 
His Anſwer was They ſin not 
that bridle Kings when they Tranſ- 
greſs. For which he inſtances m 
Elias's not ſparing Jizabel's falſe 
Prophets, and Baal's Prieſts, tho 
C 2 King 
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King Ahab ſtood by. And SamneP's 
not {paring to ſlay Agag King of 
Amalek,, and Phineas's killi-g Zim: 
rz and Cosbi, tho no Magultrate 
and in the People's conſpiring againſt 
Amaz.iah King of Judah; therr. tol- 
lowing him to La-hifh, and killing 
him. And fo throughout all Apes, 
among Hereticks and Schiſmaticks, 
and none <lſe, there have always 
been ſuch rcb=llious Pſ:rdo Zealots, 
atti:'g quite contrary to the Goſpels 
Religion, and to the Precepts of 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles, and to the . 
practice of all the Carholick Mare 
tyrs, and Orthodox Chriſtians of 
the Primitive time, and all in 1mt- 
tation of thoſe Jewifh Worthies, 
Samnel , Elias, bineas , &c. Who 
living under a perfc& Theocraſee, 
had that 'real- and miraculous ime 
pulſe of tods Spirit, and that im- 
mediate Guidance and Commiſſion 
from R<caver, which the moſt fer- 
vent and daring ZLealct in the Chri- 
{tian World never could | without 
rank Phanaticiſm Jo muchas pretend 
to. And 
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And as their Principle, {op their 
Practice: At the firſt ſtarting of 
Presbytery in Geneva, Anno 1535. 
When the Biſhop of Gencvs would 
not admit of the Presbyterian In- 
novations, Viret and Farel{us with 
their Followers, preſently turned 
ZLealots, drove the Biſhop out of 
Town, andſet up Calvin in his ſtead, 
diſclaiming all Allegiance to their 
Duke and Biſhop. From Geneva 
the Presbyterian Diſcipline was ſent 
into France, where the Abettors of 
them | called Albrgenſes)] propaga» 
ted ir at firſt, by their Arch- 
Zealot the Ear] of Tholouſe's mur- 
dering Trincannel the Viſcount, and 
chief Governour of the City Bezi- 
ers , and daſhing out the Biſhops 
teeth, In the Low Countries, Preſ- 
bytery was firlt ſet up at Embden in 
Friezeland, by renouncing all Alle- 
giance to their Prince, and taking 
up Arms againſt him, and ferting 
themſelves in form of a Common- 
wealth, In Scotlazd, the Earl of 
Bothwell and his Accomplices, roſe. 

C 3 Forces 
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Forces to Depolſe and Murder the 
King, under pretence of removing 
the Popiſh Lords, and promoting 
the Preebyterian Diſciplize. The 
Gowries Conſpiracy to kill King 
James, was ſo approved of by the 
Presbyterian Miniſters of Ederburgh, 
that they refuſed to give thanks tor 
the Kings Deliverance, tho com- 
manded by the Kings Proclamation 
' ſotodo. And as the Circumcillian- 
Zealots (of whom hereafter) were 
og theſe praCtices by their Dona» 
Biſhops and Miniſters, ſo were 
Heſs Presbyterian Zealots by their 
Miniſters, as may be ſeen in the wri- . 
tingsof Knox,Buc hanan,Willock ,the 
* Holy Commonwealth: :Of all which 
the Murder of King Charles the firſt, 
the late Murder of the Archbiſhop 
of St. Andrews, and the late Con- 
ſpiracy of 83. againſt King Charles 
the ſecond, are all moſt barbarous 
and bloody Comments. In ſhort 
that the Presbyterian SeQtaries, now 
called Difſenting Proteſtants, are 
cams Zealots, Enmthuſtaſtick Zea- 


lots, 


GNOSTICHKS. '2J -... 
lots, is evident from hence, That | 
ever ſince the Reformation from 
Popery, there has not been in any 
Proteſtant Countrey, any Rebe)lz- 
on, Maflicre, Tumult, Treaſon, or 
Murdets confiderable, but what 
Papiſts or Phanatick, or both, had 
a hand in, as a means of Propaga- 
ting their Religion, on the ſame 


grounds nd principles as all former 
Zealots did. 


————— — 
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& H<ſe were the firſt and worſe -- . 
£3 Schiſmaticks, firſt and worlt - 
Rebels in the Chriſtian Church. 

* Thefirſt Founder of them was S+ + ,. cave on 
mon Magus, who. notbeing able to the Life of + 
attain his .ends of the Apoſiles-in 5; Faull Ne 
getting power to confer miraculotis WE 
gifts, reſolved in diſcontentiand re- 
venge, to make Schitms 10the Chit 
ſtian Church; So that as. the-firſt 
Schiſmatick .in the World was a 
| Devil, the firſt Schiſmatick in 
| | C 4 the 
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the Chriſtian World- was a Witch. 


'He began his Schiſmatizing nc(t” at 


Dy. Hammon. 
Annot. Acts 8. 
I2, 14. 


Annot. on 
2 Pet. I. 5. 


ſuch as reſiſtiog Magittrates, Liberty | 
y F ig 


Samariz, the firſt place that embra- 
ced the Chriitiaa Faith. Tho their 
Schiſms-and Errors were broached 
in the Apoſtles times, yet they had 
not the name of Groſticks till after, 
when they aſſumed 1t to rhemſclves 
on pretence of greateſt Knowledg 
above other men, and particularly 
in myltical Interpretations. They 
pretended to be well acquainted 
with the Holy Scriptures, to know 
all the Myſteries of the Old Tefta- 
ment, which pretended knowledg 
is that (faics Dr. Hammond) which 
the Apoſtle charges 17motby to a- 
void, 1 T7. 6. 20. calling it 1Sox 
aLtvSoyou@r, 7. Cc. knowledg fallly ſo 
called, - from whence they called 
Trwrme?, Gnoſticks, i.e. knowing 
Perforfs, or the knowing Party : 


And by a ſtrange Liberty, which * 


they took in Interpreting the Scrip- 
tures brought in (as the Apoſtle 
calls them ) damnable  DoGnines, 
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inthe exerciſe of Uncleanneſs; for 
which they were called Borborite, 
whereby they greatly ſtrengthened 
their Faction. 

And as they pretended to greater 
Knowledg, ſo to greater Piety and 


Holineſs than others, (as * ſrenens, 
ſaies)they called themſelves the Spi- A4nue. i Job. 
ritual; this is the CharaQer of the #70 Les. ih. * 


Gnofticks (faies he) to live in all 
Carnality - and Uncharitablenelſs , 
and yet pretend themſelves to be 
th® moſt perfe> men. But the 
greateſt pretenſion was, that Chri- 
ſtian Liberty which the Goſpel in» 


' ſtated them in, and on theſe ac- 


counts they ſeparated themlclves, 

oppoſed the Apoſtles and Governors 
oft] the Church,depoſed the Orthodox 
Chriſtians,as Carnal, and not having 
the Spirit; and looking on all others. 
(belide their own Party)as Ignorant, 
they pretended to know more than. . 
the Biſhops (ith |} Ignatins.) Ye, 


e——— Peter,St.Panl,Sc. James, 
and 


i Dr. Ham/ 
than the Apoltles themſelves, faics | 2-6 + 


Fpiphanius. Againſt theſe Gnoſtick- of John. 


My. Jenkins 
owehe ky 
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and-St. Jobn , direct their Epiltles 
chictly;and St. Jude his Epiſtle whol. 
ly, where in lefs then fix verſes he 
gives more than ſixteen diſtinctive 
marks whereby they may be known, 

1. The firſt is their infolence a- 


- gainſt Government, ver. 8. [hey 
deſpiſe Dominion, - and (peak evil of 


Dignities, 1.e. were (awcy with the 
Government; 'of  Antimagiltratical 
and Tumultuous Carriage to'ards 
Governours; for which cauſe the 
Apoſtles preſs no one DodtrinE in 
all their Epiſtles more than Loyalty 
and 'Obedience,, nat only to. the 


g20d and gentle, but ta the froward * 
and 'wicked;znot to gaod Governors 


asgaad, but to Governors as Gover- 
nors, and the Ordinance of God. 
2. A-ſecond | mark the Apoſtle 


gives of the Gwoſtick:Se@aries, 's 


their diſcontent and. murmuring a- 
gainſt Governors, ver. 16. They are 
Miurmurers ,  Complainers , never 
content with any-Government, The 


Greek-word Tiyyvsu, imports a ſecret 
moat ing and. grumbling yeyute \ 


Fer 
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| from quoto Grunpnio, to grunt like & 


Swme,, 1wmportirg @ ſpeaking againſt 
another ſecretly with hatred and im- 
patience. Like fome now-adays , 
who, if for committing a ſpoil in 
Gods Harveſt, Juſtice'takes them by 
the Ears, with hideous 'outcrys 
they caJl all the compafſionate 'Herd 
to condol- their ſuffering, and that 
they 'catl Perſecution, and the {ut- 


fering-days of the Saints. Are any . 


of them cut off by rhe hand of Ju- 
ſtice for their 'Seditious Villaniess 
How doth their Party murmur a- 
gainſt the Magiſtrate, that they ſuf- 


| 'fer wrongfully ? ec. As the Rebels - 


Korah and his company did again(t 
Moſes and Aaror, Numb. 16.41. Te 
have kalled the people of the Lord, the 
people.of the Lord, ' when God had 
deolared from/Heaven moſt miracu- 
louſly , 'that they were Rebels, and 
that'his Wrath was kindled apainft 
themon the accountof their being ſo. 
3. A third mark is Erratick" Zeal, 


2F 


verſe 13. Wandering Stars, fo called, Dr. "Maiten 


pretending 


as for inconſtancy and unſetle@neſs, 97 #b* place. 


Dr. Manton- 
. 
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pretending. to be Stars and great 


lights, that areindeed but falſe Nights, 


and wandering Stars that ſeduce,and 
milleadintoerrorzſo wandering Stars 
for the irregularity of their motion; 


they ſeparate themſelves on the ac- | 
count of greateſt purity, yet allow. 


themſelves in greateſt Impieties; like 
thoſe who have a Conſcience (o 
tender, as to boggle at a Ceremony, 
and yet fo tough as to bear a Schiſm, 
and make light of the great Do- 
Qrine of the Goſpel, that great ef» 
ſential of true Religion, Subjettion 
for Conſcience ſake. 


4. Their tumultuons Turbulence, | 


verſe 13. raging waves of the Sea; 
ſo called for their boyſterous Vio- 
lence ( faies Dr. Mamtos) in en- 
raging mens minds againſt all Gos- 
vernment -and Rule in Church and 
State 3 putting all Places into Con» 
fuſion and, Combuſtion, by Schiſm 
and Sedition. Whenever the Winds 


Mr. Jenkins Of Power, Ecclefiaſtical or Civil, 


onthe place. 


Word or Sword , blow againſt the 
Tideof their Fattious Errors, they 
preſently 
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preſently grow boiſterous, like 
raging Waves of rhe Sea. 

5. A fifth markthe Apoſtle gives 


' of the Greftick SeFary , is their 


proud ſcorn and contempt of others, 


| for which they are call: d meckers, 


verſe 18, They having incircled 
their heads with their own Phan- 
taltick rays, and having ſwoln their 
imaginations intq a ſelf-conceit of 
their greater Spirituality, and more 
Knowledg than others, did hereup- 
on ſeparate themſelves, and deſpiſe 
the true Church , and all ſober 
Members of it, as a People of low 


1 'form, and unacquainted with the 


Heighths and Spiritualities of the 
Goſpel. 

6. A ſixth Character St. Mi: 
gives the Grnoſtick:SeFary, 1s their 
ſpecious pretences, and ſhew of Pie. 
ty and Knawledg above others,not- 
withſtand their emptineſs of it: For 
which they are called Clouds with. 
out water,uerſe 12,0th the ſpecious 
Title of the ſpiritual and knowin 


People, the only true Church and | 


People 
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People of God, they reconciled Ree 
bellion, and all Licentiouſneſs ; 


were, Religious without Religion, | 


Godly without Goodneſs, Chriltians 
without Chriſtianity, Clouds with» 
out Water, Clouds which tho ſhi- 
ning with a counterfeit Light, 
which nothing exceeds but the Sun 
that lent it 3 yet when turn&d black, 
and grown numerous , diſcharge 
themſelves of moſt dangerous and 
terrible Principles of Thunder and 
Lightning , Storms and Tempelts 
on the places of Religion, the 
Hizh- Towers of Government, and 
whateyer is great and eminent, 

7. Another CharaQter St. Juge 
gives of theſe Separatiſts of his 
ri_he, is their ſuccelleſneſs in projes 
cting againſt Governors and Go- 
vernment, v.11. They periſhed in the 
gainſaying of Korah, | 

0. Their [gnorant malice, ver. 10. 


| They ſpeak, evil of things they know 


not. ws 
9. Odvſtinate in their perſwaſion, 
v.16. Walking after their own luſts, 
Io, Canting 


— 
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10. Canting and Myfteriouſneſs 8 
of Phraſes; ver. 16. Their mouth 


ſpeaks great ſwelling words. With 


; | as many more diſtinctive Characters 


which the Apoſtle Jude gives in that 
one Chapter, whereby to: know 


; | the Groſticks, the Schiſmaticks of 


his time, who admired themſelves, 
and;\withdrew fromythe Communian 
of the beſt Chriſtians, under prefence 
of greater knowledg and holineſs 
than others. | 


| NOVATIANS. 


His Set commenced when 
Decins was Emperar, and 
Cornelins Biſhop of Rome in the year Danzus's com- 
of Chriſt 220; which was 78 years Au 4 Hecec 
before that of the Donatiſts. They cap. 38. 
had thz Denemination from Nova- 
tus the firſt Author of the Set, 


who was a Presbyter of St. Cypriar 


—_-— = CR hd 


| Biſhop of Carthage,and afterwards by 
Cornelin: 


NOVATTIANS.- 


Cornelius Biſhop of Rome, was made 
a Presbyter of the Church, But 
(faies Dar#us on *r, Auguſtine) Ad 
Epiſcopatune aſpirans, dolore repulſe, 
&2c. Aſpiring at the Biſhoprick of 
Rome, 3. e. endeavouring to thruſt 
Cornelins out ( for -holding 'Com- 
mua10n (as we fallly —_ d him) 
with [Trophimus gene of the [hurts 
ficati®) and to make himfclf Bilbop 
in his ſtead, was (adly diſappointed 
i the attempt 3 whereupon in grief 
and diſcontent at the diſappoint- 
ment, he joyns himſelf with Novas, 
tianms, once his Scholar, and after- | 
ward his Fellow Presbyter, who 
having drawn many after them, | 
Seceſſuonent ab Orthodoxis fecerant, 

&+ ſerrſtm ſuas- Eccleſtas & Baſilicat 
habebant: Refuſed Communion with 
the Octhodox, and met in their Bas 
fili.z, which St. Auguſtine frequent- 
ly calls Conventicles. They made 
- the Separation on the occaſion of 
the Orthodox Biſhops receiving 
lapſed Penitents into Communionz 

n oppokition to which Novatus and l 
his ſ 


- 
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his Adherents taught, that the 
Church of God was to confiſt of 
none but Saints; and therefore, if 
through infirmity,or the rage of Per- 
ſecution, any lapſed into Idolatry, 
or the like groſs Sin after Baptiſm, 
they would never receive them more 
into Commanion with them, but 
gave them up as damned. Perſons, 
and ſuch as were never capable of 
Repentance, notwithſtanding .the 
greateſt and moſt infallible ſigns of 
true repentance that could be ſhewn, 
Upon this mdſt ſtriſt and rigid, * 
moſt cenſorious and  uncharitable 


l. Opinion, they ſeparated from the 


| 


Octhodox Chriſtians, becauſe they 
received the Penitents into Com- 
munion, upon ſufficient Evidence 
of their Repentance given. And 
this was ſoon improved into ſuch a 
Schiſm, that laſted from the Reign 
of Decizs,to the Reign of Archadias, 
which was a 148 years, and much 
longer. All that while diſturbing 
the Peace of Church and State, to 
the great prejudice of Chriſtianity, 

D in 


rel, c. 33, 


NOVATIANS: 


in moſt -places of the World, eſpe- 
cially Italy. Theſe Setaries were 
alſo called Cathari, 1. e. Pxritans, 
a name not given them by others, 
but arrogated to themſelves (faith 


Lib. de Hzief, St. Auguſtine) Se ipſos iſto nomine 


guaſt propter munditiem ſuperbiſſume, 
&» odioſiſame nominant. They were 
ſo called (ſays his Commentator) 
becauſe they ſeparated from the Or- 
thodox, as more Pure and Holy, as 
the only true Church and People 
of God ; accounting all the Church- 
Aſſemblies of the Orthodox Chri- 
ſtians polluted with the Communi- 
on of the lapſed Penitentsz on 
which very account Danews calls 


Comment ons them Fanaticks, Hecuna ratio vel 
Aug. de Hx- maxime Fanaticos-iſtos impulit, ut 


ſe Catharos appeZarent., And on 


which very account the Orthodox - 
Chriſtians were called Catbolicks, in 
oppoſition to that uncharitable 
Opinion of the Novatians, Dona- 
7;ſts, and,other SeCtarics of old (as 
the: Papiſts do of late) in confining 
the only true Church and People of 


God ; * 


NOVATTAMNS. 
God to their own party. Theſe 
Novatians or Kathari looked npon 
the poor Orthodox Penitents, as 
ſo many Reprobates, calling them 
in ſcorn Thxrificati ; but themſelves 
and their party Pxrificati; and. as 
Danaus, Sub ſpecioſo illo Purificato- 
rum, & ſanForum nomine & fuco, 
turpiſſuma tum in DoFrine, tum in 
vita ſcelera tegebant. That under the 
ſpecious name and diſguiſe of the 
Purificati, and the Saints, they did 
cloak the baſeſt Villanies, both in 
Life and Do@rine. By Dodtrine 
meaning chiefly that of their bar- 
. barous rigor to'ards the lapſed Pe- 
nitents. For they were at firſt for 
the moſt part ſound in the Faith. 
As St. Auguſtine {aid of the Dona» 
tiſts, De ſola communione infeliciter 
litigarunt. They ſeparated on the 
account of not receiving lapſed Pe- 
nitents into Church-Communnian. 
on the account of their conceited 
purity above all others; which is 
that Daneus calls, Pernicioſyſununs 
ilud dogma quod in eccleſie exitinm 
D. 2 cudih 
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cudit Novatus: A moſt pernicions 
Principle framed by Newatus, on 
purpoſe to deſtroy the Church; 
which Principle prevailed very much 
( floruit ſajes Danew) in Arcadim's 


Reign, which was 148 years atter 


it's firſt broaching, and was at laſt 
exploded by the Preaching and Di- | 
ſputicg of St. Chry/oſlom Biſhop of 
Conſtantinople, Cyrii Biſhop of A- 
lexandria, and Innocent the firſt 
Biſhop of Roxez but eſpecially St. 
Cyprian Biſhop of Carthage. Asalſoby 
the ſevere Proceedings of the Or- 
thodox Biſhops againit them, partir 
cularly in the Council held at Rome, | 
in which were 60 Biſhops belides 
Presbytersz where they were by the 
common Vote of the Church exclu- 
ded the. Conttnunion of the Church, 
not ſo much on the account of their 
different Sentiments about pardon 
of Sin, and Eccleſiaſtical Penance, 
as their inſolent and domineering 
Temper , their. proud and furly 
Carriage, their rigorous and impe- 
rious Impoſing their way upon 
other 


| 
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other Churches, their bold denying 
the Governors of the Church that 
great power lodged in them, and 
particularly in remitting Crimes up- 
on Repentance; which ſeems to have 
been the very Soul and Spirit of 
Novatianiſm., The Schiſm was alſo 
vehemently oppoſed by Dionyſins 
Alexandrinus, of which there 1s par- 
ticular inftance in his Pathetical 
Epiſtle to Novatus, which in regard 
of its brevity, it may not be prie- 
vous here to ſubjoin. ; 


Dionyſus to Novatws our Brother, 
greeting. R 
For as much as you your ſelf con- 

fiſts you were unwillingly drawn into 

this Schiſm, make it appear ſo by your 
willing and ready return into. the 

Church; for better it were to, ſuffer 

any thing, than that the Chiirch of 

God fbould be rent aſſunder : Nor is 

it leſs gloriqus to ſuffer Martyrdom 

on this account, than in the caſe of 


| not ſacrificing to Idols; yea, in my 
D ; 


3 mind 
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__ much more honourable : For in 
the one caſe, a man ſuffers only for 
his own ga. but in i; KS ah 
Mattyrdow for the whole Church » 
God; and if now vhou ſhalt perſwa 
and reduce thy Brethren to Peace and 
Concord, thy merit will outweigh thy 
Crime : The one will not be charged 
to thy reproach, and the other will be 
mentioned to thy praiſe ;, and ſuppoſe 
thou ſhalt not be able to perſuade them 
get however ſave thy own Soul: 1 
pray that thou mayeſt live peaceably, 
and farewell in the Lord. Dionyf. 


Ep. p. 247- 
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Meletian Schiſm began a- 


4. bout the year 285, when 


Conſtantine was Emperor, and Syl- 
veſter Biſhop of Rome: The Mele- 
izans were for the moſt part the 
ſame with the Novetiars z the whole 


difference | 


) 


| 
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difference between - them , lies .in 
theſe three particulars. 


1: The Novatians denied to the 
lapſed any poſlibility of Rapemmaners 
theſe allowed them a poli 
Repentance, but , agreed with the 
Novatians in denying them Church- 
Communion , notwithſtanding the 
moſt infallible marks of true Repen- 
tance that could be given. 

2. They differed in time, as Da- 


new, Hi plane ſmiles ſunt Novati-. 


anis, 4 quibut ſunt profe#i, ſed tem- 
pore poſteriores : This Schiſm not 
commencing till 66 years after the 
Novatian. 

3. They differ'd in their Foun- 
ders,or firſt Authors; their Origine, 
or firſt riſe. As the Novatian Schiſm 
was firſt made, and promoted by 
Nowatus, (fo was the Meletian Schiſm 


by Meletins Biſhop of Lycus 1n_ 


Thebais 1n Egypt , a Perſon of 
greateſt Authority and Power. And 
next to Peter Biſhop of Alexendria, 


was DireQtor General of all the 


D 4 Afﬀeairs 


Dangys op $6 | 
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bility of 
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Afﬀairs of the Church: The Schiſm 

aroſe in this manner: The ſeverity 

of the Djocleſian Perſecution tempt- 

a = ed many of all orders of men to re- 
68. od tag ap nounce the Faith, and comply with 
'- han the Gentile rites; who afterwards 
o 4 repenting of what they bad done, 
applied themſelves to the Martyrs 

and Confeſſors in priſon for Abſo- 

lution, that. they may be reſtored 

to peace and Communion with the 

Church. This Meletizs and others 

would by no means yield to. 

Peter afted with the, Reſentments 


and Compaſſion of a'common Fa- + 


ther, was for the more mild opini- 
on, That a time of penance being 
aſſigned, they might be re-admitted 
into the Church. But not being 
able to prevail, he hung up his 
Mantle croſs the priſon, crying out, 
They that are on my fide, let them 
come hither; they that are for Me- 
letins let them go to him ; where- 
upon ſome Pilkiops came- over to 
him, the reſt remained with Mele. 
tizs, which widened the difference 

into 
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iato ſuch a breach , that ever after 

they kept their ſeparate Aſſemblies, 
| refuſing to communicate with the 
{* Orthodox Biſhops. But .it was not, 
long before Meletus -himſelf ſtood 
in need of that Mercy which he 
had ſo uncharitably denied to others, 
being through the infirmity of his 
Faith betrayed to ſacrifice to Idols: gg. ; 1; 6. 
For which, as alſo for his Schiſma- 
tical proceedings, he was deprived 
of his Biſhoprick by@Peter, in a 
common meeting of Biſhops. Me- 
l:t;us having gat out of Priſon, (till 
bore up himſelf with the Reputation 
{ 'of a Biſhop, gathering Churches of 
| his ofvn Party, ordaining Presby- 
ters and Deacons to his Schiſmatical 
Aſſemblies, and refufing to commu- 
nicate with the Orthodox Churches, 
on pretence of greater Zeal for the 
Glory of .God, and ſtricter Diſci- ER 
pline to'awds the *Agrnrigets, as Epi» Compeny.4h 
phanins calls the lapſed : By which' 
ſpecious pretences, this Schiſm which 
| Danzens calls Poyſon, had infeQted 

. moſt parts of the Chriſtian World, 


and 
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and was a laſting 

Latiſſom ſpajn of, & a Plague, and of very 
Monerchys -.. > long continuance in | 
d8us diſcrpl 8 * 

oo api IRC - the Chriſtian Chunk | 


eli in Deum majoris : Epoa 
Tous co — PR They (tiled themſelves 
- Se mak. . the Church of the Mar- 


cerit;Diutiſſime etiam duravit 


Tenenum hoc in ay a Gc. tyrs : Tho Meletins 


Arianis Hzreticis eſe Meleti- . . . 
ni adjunxerunt, Ec. Dan. on bimfelf died a Schitf- 
S$:. 4yg.'de Hare. c. 48. matick and Apoſtate, 


when Peter the Or- 
thodox Biſhop; that oppoſed him, 
received thes Crown of Mar- 
tyrdom, Athar. Apol. 11. As Arrins 
himſelf was at firſt a Meletiar, fo 
the Meletians were at laſt Arrians. 


As. Schiſm generally uſeth to ter- | 


minate in Hereſje. They were at 
firſt ſound 1n the Faith, Primum 
cum Orthodoxas in DoGrina fidei 
plane conſenticbant , ſaith Danews ; 
and when they differed from the 
Orthodox in nothing but Church- 
Communion; even then did they 
Join with the Arrians againſt the 


Octhodox Biſhops, Petittoning the | 


Emperor againſt them, and (lander- 
ing them 1n moſt Diabolical man- 


ner. ſ 
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ner. Athenaſ «s Biſhop of Alexan- 


dria, whom* Naziayzen after great * Or. 27. 


commendation of his incomparable * 
Learning, and ſtrict Piety, in con- 
ſtant Watchings and Faſtings, Prays 
ers and Praiſes, calls 4 Comforter to 
the Miſerable, a Staff to the Aged, 
a Tmtor to the Fouth, a Benefattor 
to the Poor, a Steward to the Rich, 
a Patron to the Widows, a F ather 
to #he Orphans, a Harbour to the 
Stranger, a Phyſocian to the Sick, 
a tran of ſuch Apoſtolick ſanGity , 
and Angelick Diſpoſition , that bis 
{  Do@rine was accounted the: Rule of 
 Qrthbodoxy, and his Life the very 
Stend ard of the Epiſcopal Fun@ion : 
He was (aies that Excomiaſt) the: 
moſt boly ' Eye dnd Light of the 
World, a Pilar of f the Faith, and a 
ſecond John aptiſt; et did theſe 
Meletien Schiſmatic / ( when they 
were otherwiſe ſound ke Faith) 
join with the Arian Hereticks m 
loading this holy man. with falſe ac+ 
cuſations , and hell-bred Slanders, 
» calling him Sathanixs ; accuſing him 


as 


Dy. Cave the 
Life of Athan, 
Seft. 5. n. 3. 


MELETTIANS. 


as Arſenins Euplus,, Pachomins, and 
others of the Meletian Schiſm did, of 
Murder, and the like helliſh Crimes, 
as in the Council of Tyre, and other 
places 3 till at laſt by that black art 
of Slandering, they prevailed with 
the Emperor to baniſh him. Of the 
notoriouſneſs of their Slandering, 
there is among many others, which 
a late Writer gives from Sozomen, 
Theodoret , and Ruffinas , this 4n- 
ſtance. The Meletian Biſhops in the 
Synod of Tyre, accuſed Athanaſins 
of raviſhing a Woman, whom they 


had prevailed with to come into | 
the Council, and to own and atteſb 


the Fat; who accordingly declared, 
that Athanaſizs in her own Houſe, 
violently forced her into lewd Em- 
braces. Athanaſtus came - into the 
Court , attended with Timothew 
one of his Presbyters, who' was by 
agreement with NE to take 
his part upon him. , The Judg cal» 
ling upon Athanaſins to Anſwer to 
the matter of Faq, he ſtood filent. 
But Timothexs turning to the Wo- 

man, 


ſ 
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man, Woman (fates he) was 1 ever 
in your houſe ? did I ever, as you pre- 
tend , offer violence to you # Yes, 
yes, fates the Woman, you are the 
man that forcibly preſſed upon me, 
and ſtained my Chaſtity and Ho- 
nour. The cheat thus plainly dif- 
covering it ſelf, put the Contrivers 
of it to the bluſh ; but no end to 
their falſe Accuſations. They pro- 
ceed to accuſe him of Cppvelion 
Murder, and | like the modern cry of 


p:piſhly affeFed)] of compliance with 


the Thurificati, till at laſt he was 
deprived of his Biſhoprick, and Ba- 


, niſhed. The like they did to Ex tid. 5-8. 4 I 
ſtathizs Biſhop of Aztioch, and os ».6. 


thers of the Catholicks that oppo- 
ſed them, and endeavoured the 
Unity - of the Church. And tho 
the Arrian Hereticks joyned with 
the ' Meletian Schiſmaticks in theſe 
Diabolical praftices againſt the Or- 
thodox Chriſtians, yet were theſe 
prigcipal in it, Us Meletiani (faies 
Danens) peneSoli divinum illum, A- 
thanaſium conarentur opprimere, &c. 

In 
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In the firſt General Council of 
Nice, in which were 318: Biſhops, 
belides innumerable Presbyters, 
Deacons, and Acoluthi ; an Aſſembly 
of men ſo venerable for their Age, 
their confeſſions, and conſtancy in 
the Faith, for the Gravity of their 
Manners, the Wiſdom, Learning, 
and Reaſon of their Arguments and 
Diſcourſes, and meeting out of all 
parts of the Chriſtian World 3 was 
certainly rhe moſt Auguſt and Vene- 
rable Aſſzmbly that ever the World 
ſaw, either before or ſince. In this 
Council the Arrian Herefie being 


condemned, they proceeded to take | 


into conlideration the Meletian 
Schiſm ; they deprived Meletins of 
all his Epiſcopal Juri(diqion and 
Power , l:{t he ſhould excite the 


Care tbe Life {me Troubles and Factions which 


he had formerly raiſed im the 
Church of Gad. And ' tho the 
Meletians were at that time ſound 
1a the Faith, yet on no other ac- 
count then the Separation did this 
venerable Council declare in their 

Letter 
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Letter to the Church of Alexandria, 


no Pity; The Council of Sardics 
. did the like. Having depoſed Gre- 
| gory a Meletian Biſhop, they de- 
creed in that Council, That all Or- 
dination made by him, ſhould be null 
and void; which is in effef'to des 
cree, that a Schiſmatick is ipſo F ran 
diveſted of his Miniſterial FunQtion, 
and no true Miniſter on the account 
of his Schiſm. 


, —_ FE 


LORE 2 OT 


THE light of the Goſpel had 

2 ſcarce been well fix?d and 
diffuſed in - the World, but the 
Devil ſtired up the Pagan Emperors 
of Rome to extinguiſh it, by.perſe- 
cuting the Profeſſors of ir, withthe 
moſt grievous Torments and Tor- 
tures that the moſt twiſted Malice 
| and Subtilty of Earth and Hell 
T could 


[. 


That in ftric Juſtice they deſerved , 


4» 
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could deviſe; and that 1n ſuch mea- 
ſare, that in the Diocleſian Perſe- 
cution, 'which laſted for ten years, 
there were put to Death Seventeen 
thouſand in a Month. And of the 
Decian Perſecution , Nicephorus 
fates, It was as eafie to number the 
Sands of the Sea, as to reckon up all 
| that ſuffer d Martyrdom in that one 
Perſcntion under Dzcius. This 
bloody work continued with its 
little Intermiſhions for about 250 
years'( viz. ) from the Reign of 
Nero, Anno Dom.5 4.to the Reign of 
Conſtantins Clorus, Anno Dom. 304. 


Theſe Flames of Perſecution were: 


ſcarcely extinguiſhed, and peace 
and quiet reſtored to the Church, 
but 'new Heats and Lights were 


raiſed by the pride and diſcontent ! 


of Schiſmaticks, which infeſted the 
Church of God, till Mahometaniſm 
and Popery divided the greateſt part 
of the World, and were more per- 
nicious to Chriſtiany, than all the 
ten Perſecutions. Among theſe 


Schiſmaticks, the Donatifts were 
chief; 


| 


DONATISTS. 
chief; who were ( as St. Augnſiine 
ſhews at large) ſound in the Faith ; 


but as || he ſaies, De ſola communio-|| Ep. 5o.let; 
ne infeliciter litigarunt , & contra 0 Þ. 


unitatem Chriſti rebelles inimicitias 
perverſitate ſui erroris exercuernnt. 
They quarre}led only about Church- 
Communion [| 9s the Novatians ad 
Meletians i» another part of the 
World did ] and through the Per- 
verſneſs of their Error, exerciſed - 
(faies he) Rebellious enmity againſt 
the Unity of the Church. 

For the right underſtanding of - 
the riſe and progreſs of this Schiſm, 
we mult note, that Dzocleſtar in 
the heat and heighth of his Perſecu- 
tion, .had put forth an Edi& that 
Chriſtians ſhould deliver up their 
Bibles, and the Writings of the 
Church, to be burnt z which Edit 
was proſecuted with ſo much rage 
and vigor, that many Chriitians ro 
avoid the Storm, deliver'd up their 
Bibles, to the great Scorn of their 
Enemies, for which they were called 
Traditores, The Perſecution being 

E over, 


50. 


Opt. p. 14. 
Danz on Aug. 
de Hzreſ.c.69, 


| fronted by Ceciliar's ſharp __— 
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over, ſome of the Orthodox refuſed 
to receive them into Communion, 
notwithſtanding the greateſt evi- 
dence that could be given of their 
true Repentance; the difference 


broke out into open Schiſm and Fa- 


&ion, and gave Birth to that un- 
happy Se& of the Doratifts in the 
year 298, which was about twelve 
years after the Meletiar Schiſm was 
made, when Conftantine the Great 
was Emperor, and Stvefter Biſhop 
of Rome, 1n this wie : 

Botrus and Celeſins, two Presby- 
ters, being 1n Competition with Ce- 
cilian, for the Biſhoprick of Car- 
thage ;, Cecilian, a man of note for 
Learning and Integrity, was by the 
general Suffrage of that whole 
Church choſen Biſhop. Botrus and 
Celeſeus diſcontented hereat , with 
ſome others that had been proceeded 
againſt by Cecilian, refuſed to hold 
Communion with him, and partt- 
cularly Lucila a Spaniſh Lady, rich 
and factions, thinking her felf af- 


a 
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of her Superſtitious praftice | z# 
kiſſing the Reliques of ſome Martyr, 
before her receiving the Sacrament | 
in Diſcontent and Anger joyns her 
ſelf to Botras and Celecius, and by 
the help of her money, calls 1 
Donatus 4 caſa nigra , with ſome 
others to ſtrengthen the Party : 
[much after the ſame manner as Vi- 
ret and Farellus did Calvin at 
Geneya. ] This Donatus was pres 
ſettly made the head of the FaQtions 
who tho himſelf, and moſt of 
his Party had been Traditors [ 1.e. 


ſuch as to evade the Diocleftian Per- 


ſecution, had delivered up their Bibles 
to be burnt} yet accuſes Cecilian of 
beihg a Traditor, and on that ac- 
count not fit to be Biſhop of Cars 
thage 3 whereupon they fet up Mz- 
Jorinxs a Presbyter and Mock biſhop 
1h the ſtead of [ or rather againſt ] 
the good Biſhop Cecilian; and rhus 
the Schiſm began by erecting Alcar 


againſt Altar, in ſetting up Majo- Dan on Atig. 
rinw a Pſeudo-Bifhop againlt Cecz- de Hzrel c.69, 


| 4 lian, the lawful and good Biſhop 


| . 
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ot Carthage: But this Majorinus 
died immediately upon the firſt 
broach of the Schiſm, and was ſuc- 
ceeded by Donatus 4 caſts nigris, 
and he by Donatus Magnus, from 
whom they were called Domatiſts: 
priding themſelves much 1n this De» 
nomination, & parte Donati: The 
Schiſm increaſed daily, and began 
by the Condutt of Donatus to ſet 
up private meetings, which they 
called the only True and Holy 
Church of God, but which St. Au- 
guſtive commonly calls Conventt. 
cles; and aiter a. ſhort time began 
to build for their Meetings, baſplicas 7 
non neceſſarias, as Optatus calls them: * 
And this pernicious Schiſm being 
thusfounded in proud and ambitious 
Difcontent, it was propagated much 
after the ſame manner, and by the 
ſame means as well as all other 
Schiſms uſually are, as 

I. Pretenſions to greater purity 
and flrifer piety than others: Thus 
they taught, The Church is to conlli(t 
of none but ſuch as be holy, and 
that 
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that ſuch were not to be found in 
the Church of Carthage, but inthe 
Donatiſts ſeparate Congregations 
only z for which St. Auguſtine 
frequently reproves them , and 
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particularly in that one .*, *Epiltle.. x, 2 je. 
to Vincentins, of boaſting of them- &c. lere. p. 


ſelves as the only Perſons in whom 
the Son of Man ſhould find Faith 


when he came ; and in the ſame 


Epiſtle, compares them to the 
Phariſees on this very account, 
For juſtifying themſelves, and deſpi- 
fing others, which he calls an eſta- 
bliſhing of their own Righteouſ- 
neſs, &*c. 

That which was at-firſt pretended 
by the Donatiſis as the ground of 
the Schiſm, was, that Cecilian the 
Orthodox Biſhop of Carthage, was 
a Traditor; that he and the other 
Catholick Biſhops had admitted 
Japſed Perſons into their Church- 
Communion , whereby all their 
Churches were defiled, and ought 
not to be communicated with, and 
therefore ſeparated from them, on 
- E 3 the 
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Hiſt. of the the account of greater purity: In 
Donar. 


the Meeting which the Emperor 
Honorins appointed at the Gargilian 
Baths between the Catholicks and 
Donatiſis for the compoling, of mat- 
ters between them , the DonatiiFs 
refuſed ſo much as to fit 1n their 
Company : Primitianus the Dona- 
tif Biſhop of Carzhage, his Words 
were, Indignum eſt ut filis Martyrum 
eſt progenies Traditorum in unum co- 
eant ; 3, e. It 1s not fit that the Sons 
of Magtyrs [| as they called them 


ſelves ] and the Sons of Traditors 


[ as they called the Orthodox} (hould 
ſit together 3 and another of them, 
Odi Eccleſlam malignantium & cum 
zmpiis non ſedebo * T hate the Church 
of the Malignants | the ' very ſame 
Name that the Schiſmatick: Rebels of 
43 called the Orthodox and Loyal 
Engliſh by } : Such were their great 
pretenſions to ſtrift Purity and holy 
Ordinances, that they waſhed the 
very Walls and Pavements -of their 
Religious places where any of the 
Orthodox Chriſtians had been, 
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2. A ſecond Expedient that they 
uſed for the propagating of their 
Schiſm, was their proud and cenfo- 


{* rious {landering and traducing the 


Orthodox : This Dozatiſt Schiſm 
was firſt of all founded in the dif- 
content that Donatus had took at his 
not being preferred tothe Beſhoprick 
of Carthage before Ceciliar, where- 
upon he ſeparated and propagated 
the Schiſm very much by this very 


means, traducing Cecitiats as a Ira- Dan, os Aug, 
ditor, ag no Miniſter of Chriſt, nor 4c Hzreſ.cap. 


the people that adhered to him true 7 
members of the Chriſtian Church ; 
that they had no true Sacraments, 
nor ſaving Ordinances; that all were 


corrupted by Idolatry and Saperſti- ©pr. p. 47i 


tion; and thus they generally called 
the Catholicks, Pagans and Idolatery. 
But more particularly the venerable 
St. Anguſtine having in publick 
Meetings foundly battied ' Petiliar, 
Creſconins, and others of their 
Ring-leaders, and many ways 
mauled their Schiſmatick Cauſe 
. |. for which he has been always ſtile 

| E 4 Donatiſtarum 
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Donatiſtarum mallzus } ; him they 
traduced as a contentions Diſputer, 
a wrangling Sophiſter, and a Per- 


verter of Souls, rather to be avoided | 


than diſputed with, and to be dealt 
with as a Wolf, or any beaſt of 
Prey 3-and accordingly they employ- 
ed their Circumcellions to murder 
him , but that the Providence of 
God did ſo miraculouſly preſerve 
him, once by miſleading him out 
of his way, and at other times in 
miraculous manner ; The Emperor 


| they traduced as miſſed by Hoſtus 


the famous Biſhop of Corduba, by 
St:licho the great Staes-man, and 
others whom they (tiled Evil Couns 


Fih. 'of the ſcllors; of Merſurins, CeciliansPre- 


- Dona, 135. 


deceſſor, they ſaid, he was Tyranno 
crudelior, & carnifice ſevior 5 more 
raging than a ' Tyrant , and more 
cruel than a Hangman 3 againſt the 
Magiſtracy it ſelf ( ſays Danes ) 
they did [| mmlta emovere, & impie 


 blatterare, tanquam eccleſie Inupi & 


peſtes magiſtratus eſſent } lye mutter- 
ing and vomiting out wickedly, ac- 
bY - counting 
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counting the Magiſtrates the very 
Wolfs and Plagues of the Church 3 
and all this to promote the Schiſm, 
by keeping up prejudice in the 
minds of People, and to maintain 
in them an ill opinion of their law- 
ful Miniſters and Magiſtrates, who 
otherwiſe might have reduced 
them to Unity and Communion with 
the Orthodox Chritſtians. 

3, Obſtinacy 1n their Perſwaſtons 
they had been ſo oft condemned in 
full Councils, and yet perſiſted in 
their error, that made St. Augnſtine 
in indignation ſay, Puto quod ſt ipſe 
diabolus antoritate judicis quem ultro 
elegerat toties vinceretur, non eſſet tane 
impudens ut in ea perſiſteret : 1 think 
that if the Devil himſelf had been 
ſo oft condemned | as theſe Dotiſts 
have been by Judges of their own 
chuſing }] he would not have been 
ſo impudent as to perſiſt in ſuch a 
Cauſe. 

4. AfourthExpedient whichthey 
uſed in propagating the Schiſm ; 
was Phanaticiſm , or Enthuſiaſm 3 

4 "_ | When 
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When Dozatus had a mind toengage 
the Circumcelliars in any barbarous 
Enterprize, his Cuſtom was, to pre- 
tend that an Angel had appear'd to 
hifn, and aſſured him of ſucceſs in 
anſwer to his Prayers,Oravit Dona- 
tus &* reſpondit ei Deus ( (ays Opta- 
tus ); and of all the Donatiſts,laith 
Daneus, FaZant Revelationes, & 
Enthenſtaſmos ut ſua dogmata planſi- 
bilius confirment, & ſe ſanGos per- 
feFoſque ſumoſtus glorientur ;, to the 
end, they may make their - Opinons 
in Religion the more plauſible, and 
may. the more ſpeciouſly boaſt of 


themſelves as the Saints and perfe& ' 


ones,they pretended lnſpiration and 
Revelation from God ; that their 
Cauſe was the Cauſe of God, and 
that whoſoever died for it, received 
the Crown of Martyrdom ; and by 
this very means did they encourage 
themſelves and their Party in their 
contempt of Magiſtrates, and put 
the Circumcellions on Maſlacres and 
the like moſt barbarous Outrages. 


5. Their 


PON4TISTE, Mn 


5. Their Seditious poſiefting the 
people with Jealoufies and Prejudi- 
| ces againſt the good Emperor Con: 1;2 of Don. 
{* ſtantine: For inſtance, when he 2. 67: 
ſent Paulus and Macarius with his 
gifts and largeſſes' about Africa, 
and with them his own Efhgies, in- 
tending nothing hereby, but ſome 
Expreſſion of his good AﬀeCtion to 
the people, and his endeavour of 
promotivg that Peace and Unity in 
the Church, which he ſo extream- 
ly deſired: Theſe Donatiſts here- 
upon, | as Schiſmaticks always uſe to 
put the worſt conſiruFion on their 
«+ Princes beſt AFions] brute it all 
over Africa, that the Emperor had 
ſent Images to. be ſet upon the Al- 
tars, and that he was ſetting up 
Idolatry and Superſtition in the 
Churches. 
6. That which conduced as much 
as any thing to the growth and con- 
tinuance of this Schiſm, was the 
| great Toleration and Liberty that 
they enjoyed,and the want of Laws 
inflicted rigorouſly upon them : 
He 5 - + Thus 


_ 


| 
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Fiſt. of Don, 


DONATISTS, 


Thus Danews, Gregory the great, 
complains (faies he) of the Biſhops 
and 'Magiſtrates of his time, that 


this grievous and peſtilefit Error of | 


the Donatiſis did (o long prevail 
and infeſt the Church, through 
their fault and negligence ; it being 
heavy Penalties laid upon them, 


that muſt reduce "them; this ( he 


ſaies) did effeQtually Suppreſs them 
formerly, when Arcadins and Theo- 
doſius were Emperors. 

'To all this may be added innu- 
merable inſtances of ſecret Fraud, 
and open Violence, as the ordina- 


ry means of promoting the Schilſtn, ' 


fuch as that of Ingentins's forging 
Letters, containing the Teſtimony 
of Alfius Cecilianus , concerning 
Felix Biſhop of. Aptirmg's being a 
Traditor, and other the like in- 
ſtances, which made the Emperor 
call this Set, Officinam Dijabol; , 
when they were convicted of 
Schiſm in the-Council of Arles, 
So alſo/ their beating and kil- 
ling any that oppoſed them; yea, 


Or 


i 
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or that were not of their wicked 
Party and Perſwaſton, ſfaies Dane- 
us, Obvins ſibi quoſque in plateis &- 
agris homines 4 ſuis erroribus alienos 
cedunt & jugulant furiose, maxime 
ij qui inter eos Circumcelliqnes appel- 
lantur. Ta a word, -notwithſtand- 
ing their greateſt Pretenſionsto Pu- 


rity and Holineſs above all others, 


they ſtuck at nothing (tho ever ſo 
barbarous - and flagitious ) .to 


ſtrengthen their Party, and pro- 


mote their . Schiſmatical intereſt -; 
which they did ſuccesfully, till the 
good Emperors Conſtantine , Theo- 
doſirs, Arcadizs , &c. put a ſtop 
to, and ſuppreſſed them by the ſame 
infallible. means and method that 
Queen Elzzabeth did the Schiſma- 
ticks of her time,(v3z.)by ſtrict Laws 
made againſt them, and executed 
ſeverely on them. So fxith the Ht- 


Cap. 69; 


. 


ſtorian, Conſtantine the firi# Chri- 52,9, mp. 
ſtrian Emperor, finding the Church Eccl.l. 2. c.30. 
diſturbed by Schiſms, made a Law ORE 
againit all Conventicles, by which © 
Law the Memory of Schiſmaticks 

ws 
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Ex48. Let. C;ty ( fates he ) which was wholly | 


Let. M. 


DONATISTS. 
was deſtroyed ({peaking of the Do. 
natifts only :) And St. Anguſtine in 
his Epiſtle to Vincentizs, Mine own 


ſehiſmatical , of Donatus's party, 
is now converted to the Onity of the 
Church, by the fear of the Imperial 
Laws, and do ſo perfe@ly detest their 
former ſiubborneſs, that you can ſcarce 
believe them ever to have been guilty; 
To ſome of theſe ( Donatiſts) the 
terror of the Imperial Laws hath 
been ſo profitable, that they have 


| thanked God for it 5 ſaying, God be 


thanked that hath quickened us by 


the Terror of the Laws, to ſeek, what 
ormerly we did not care to find; 


others ſay, We were: frighten'd by falſe 
Rumors from coming into the Church, 
which we ſhould never have known 
to be falſe , if we had not come to 
Church; ard we ſhould never have 
come to Church, if we had not:been 


compelled. Thus did the Execution\ 
of Penal Laws, [- when alt other 
means failed ) ettedtually Supprets' 


them, . 
But 


| 


| 
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Schiſm revived, and the Schiſma- 
ticks grew numerous. And as the 
Enghſþ Schiſmaticks in 438, when 
they got Liberty and full Power 
in their hands, were preſently di. 
vided into Independents, Anabap« 
tiſls, Duakers , - Seekers, High-at- 
tainers, (@c. So theſe Donatifts 
had no ſooner got Liberty by the 
Emperors Indalgence, but they were 
preſently divided, and ſubdivided 


{ (as in St. A»g»ſtines Epiltles paſſzm) 


into, 


1. Lyciferians, fo called from 


their Ringleader, Lxcifer. Calarrta- 
19, Biſhop of Sardinia; theſe dif- 


fered from the reft of the Dona- 


tits, on the' account of ' rebap- 


63 
But - when Julia» the Apoſtate, Aug. Ep. 166. 
Emperor, deſigning thereby [ among 
other expedients] to root out Chri- 
7; ſtianity, gave them Toleration, the 


tizingz the other DonatziFs opint- Dan. o» Ang, 


oning that in the Catholick 4 Hz. 
Churches there were no true Mi- * ©? 


niſtes, and conſequently no true 
Sacraments, 


DONATISTS: 


Sacraments, [ The efficacy of the $a 
crament (ſay they) depending upon 
the dignity and ſanity of the Mz- 
ai5ter | did rebaptize all that they }, 
received into Communion , and 
(which ſhews from whencethe Aza- 
baptii#s did ariſe)refuſed to Baptize 
Children; Lucifer Calaritanus dif- 
fering from them in this , heads a 
party that ſeparated from other Do- 
atiits, called from their Ringleader 
Luciferians. 

. 2. Another Se or Faction among 
the Donatiiis, were the Maximia- 
iits, who ſeparated from the 0- 
ther Donatiits, as well as from the 
Catholicks, on pretence of greater | 
Purity; they were ſo called from 
Maxinmianus thei? Ringleader, who 
diſcontented at Primitianas's being 
preferred before him to the Pſendo- 
Biſhoprick of Carthage, refuſed to 
hold Communion: with his Fellows. 
Donatiits, as well as Catholicks, and 
drew many after him. 

3. From theſe ſprang up ſoon 


after, the Rogatians and Claudia: 
mits , 


DONATISTS. 
wits, who were otherwiſe called 


Maonterſes C ampite and” Rupitant : 
from thoſe Fields and Caves where 


{ they kept their Conventicles 3 


they were-. mvch what the ſame 
with our Erg!:ſh Quakers.  Optatus 
ſpeaks of them taus, Salutationis 
officium anferunt , &c. &* me ave 

cunt cnique noſirum, They lalute 
none of the Or: hodox when they 
meer them, nor ſo much as bid them 
God ſpeed. Thus did Toleration 
and Liberry, make them divide and 
ſubdivide; every Schiſmatick being 


Dan. &, 69% 


ready to ſet up for himſelf, as ſoon: 


as the Schiſm is made; Danew 
mentions two other Sets amon 

the Donatifts, the Permenianiſts __ 
the Cirtenſes, beſides the Circumcel- 
lians ;, ſuch a ſuperfetation there 1s 
in Schiſm, wherever it is tolerated : 
And as all Schiſmaticks, when to- 
lerated and indulged, do uſually 
commence Hereticks in the end s 
what St. Auguſtine ſaid of Donatiſts 
himſelf, his Commentator ſaid of 
f his Followers : Arianis conſentinnt, 
F AS 


De Hzref. . 
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as the Meletians did before them, 
they at lalt turned Arrians. Ano- 
ther effe&t of their Toleration or 
Liberty, was the many barbarous 


outrages that they committed upon. 


the Orthodox, as oft as Toleration 
empowered them 3 for inſtance, Pree 
textatus a Donatiſt Biſhop, being 
dead, Rogatus a man of note for 
his great Learning and good Lite, 
was choſe in his ſtead ; who, after 
the EleQion declared himſelf to be 
a Catholick, whereupon they per- 
ſecuted him grievouſly, cauſing the 
Circumcelſians to pull out his 


' Tongue, and to cut off his Hand: ' 


They dragged Reſtitutus a Presby- 


Aug. de geſtis ter, through a Channel of Mud, 


cum. Emerit. 


and after twelve days cruel Tor- 
ment killed him: They murdered 
Maximianus Biſhop of Vaga 1a like 
manner for nothing, but demand- 
ing of them the Poſſcſhon of a 
Church , which they had took of 
him, and which he recovered of 
them at Law: They put out the Eyes 
of others, and poured Lime and 

; Vinegar 
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Vinegar in the Holes: They terri- 2s. Concreſe 
fied with Fire and Sword all the 4, DR. 
Churches of Africa, infomuch that of the Don, 
the Catholicks were afraid to Tra- | 
vel for fear of their Circumcel/ians : 
They not only ſilenced the Catho- 
licks, but proclaimed it by the com- 
mon Cryer , that whoever did 
Communicate with Maximianws, , , E. 166; 
ſhould have his houſe burnt : They ler. E 
laid wait for Poſſ:dins Biſhop of 
Calame, with a delign to kill him 3 

- and becauſe he eſcaped their Snares 
(as St. Angnſtines word 1s) they 
fired the houſe twice in which he 


{ * took SanCtuary : The like outrages 
; did theſe Pſendo- Zealots commit 


upon Marcus a Presbyter of Caſpa- Bid; 
lia, on Marcianus Qrgenſis, and in» 
numerable others. In a word, ſo 
long as they had Power, no good 
Catholick that lived among them, 
= be ſecure of his Poſleffions or 

ife its ſelf; Obvios quoſque errori- X 
bus ſuis alienos { faies , bro MY 
all that were not of their Party and 


| Opinion, they made no Conſcience 
F 2 of 


frians and Presbyterians. 


of Killing 3 and yet themſelve 
would cry out of Perſecution up- 
on the leaſt touch of reſtraint. A 


further account of theſe Donatifts | 


way be ſeen 1n the 48, 50, 68, 166, 
167, 168,170, 171, 372. andothers 
of St. Auguſtines Epiſtles, ſhewing 
the great agreement of the modern 
Schiſmaticks with thoſe of St Aug» 
ſitines time. 


ARIANS 


| AND 
PRESBTYTERIANS. 


RESBYTERIANS were 


ſo called at firſt, for the great 
ſhare that they aſſigned to the Lay- 
Elders in the Government of the 
Church and State, as alſo for a Pa» 
rity that they would have among 


Miniſters, or a Cozquality between 


Biſhops 


4 4 
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Bilhops 'and- Presbyters : The Greek 
word TeveCvriguoy 19 beſt rendred an 
Order of tlders, an Ecclefa(tical 
Senate or Claſis, and ſo the word 
Presbyterian fignifies one that is 
for the Government of the Church 
by Lay-Elders: But cuſtom (which 
commands the propriety of words ) 
has made i appropriate to ſuch 
Proteſtants as ate for a Parity _— 
Miniſters,in oppolition to Epiſcopa 
Goverament. 

Some pochags may frame the De- 
nomination from /Erins, the firſt 
of that Opinion z thus NPEzZBTTH- 


\., PIOE quaſt #pcv; "Api&, old Erin, 


or Presbyter /Erivs, who was the 
firſt of any Se& that ſtood up for a 
Parity among Miniſters in oppoſiti- 
. On to Epiſcopacy, which was on 


this occafion. /Erivs being or- Dan. on Aug, 
dained Presbyter by Exi#athins Bt y — 
ſhop of Sebaitra, was afterward by 


the Biſhop made Maſter of an Hoſpi- 
tal, as I underſtind thoſe words of 
Daneus [ Ptochodocheio preficitur.} 
The Biſhop conrouling him in the 
3 mana- 


Wi. 


Presbyterians:. 


managery of the Hoſpital, *He firſt 
quarrels the Biſhop, and then ſepa- 
rates from him, broaching this 
Error. Presbjterum ab Epiſcopo 
Tate x} «tropdlt, ordine &* gradu non 
differre, ſed qui Presbyter et, Epiſ- 
copum dici, &c. that a Biſhop and 


a Presbyter differ not, either in. 


Order or Degree, but that a Preſ- 
byter is a Biſhop, @c. - On which 
very account Danews himſelf, tho 
a ſworn Enemy to Epiſcopacy, con- 


feſſes that Epiphanius, Auguſtine, and 


Iſidore accounted him and his Fol- 
lowers, Hereticks, /Frianos Here- 
ticornm albo aſcripſere, Epiph. Aug. 
@» Ifid. iz eo qubd=Presbyteri 
Epiſcopi parem dignitatem conſtitue- 
runt and Epiphanins [ Adv. /Eri- 
um) calls the /Erians, the moſt 
brainfick Hereticks that ever were, 
for holding that Presbyters may 
ordain Presbyters, and that Bi- 
ſhops and Presbyters were all 


| One: 


About the Year 1561, the Preſ- 


byterians ' 


Presbyterians. » 


bjter.'ans began to be called Pyri. 
tans, on this accounts Queen Eliza- 


beth having publiſhed 'a Book of. +: 
Orders, injoining ſtrict Conformity 


to the Orders and Diſcipline of 
the Church, in Oppoſition to Po- 
pery and Presbyfery both': Such 
as proceeded in Oppolition to the 
Queens Injunations relating to 
Presbytery , or Nonconformity , 
were called Puritans (as th: No» 
vatians were Catheri) as men pro- 
feſling the greater purity in the 
* Worſhip of God, which they 
placed chiefly in a ſhew of great 
Deteſtation of the Ceremonies 
and . Corruptions of the Church 
of Rome , above other men, 
But taking the word ( Presby- 
terian ) 1n its firſt and moſt pro- 
per Acceptation , for all ſuch 
Proteſtants as are for a Parity 
among Miniſters in Oppoſition to 
Epiſcopacy, and to ſuch Church. 
Ceremonies as the Epiſcopal Go- 
vernment requires, there is this 
F following account given of them. 
F 4 Their 
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Presbyterians. 
Their firſt riſe was in Geneva, a 


City not above two miles compaſs, 


governed by a Duke, and a Bilhop, 
chiefly a Biſhop z who as Mr..Cak 
vin confeilles, had rot only the 
Eccleſiaſtical, but Civil JuriſdiQion 
over it , till Viretus and Farelns, 
exceeding ſ{tudious of a Retorma- 
tion in Religion , laboureth with 
the Biſhop for ſuch Alteration 
as had been made in. the- Church 


of Berne: But not able to pre» 


vail with the Biſhop, they pras. 
ficed on the inferior fort of 


\ People, and that ſoeffettually, that 


in a tumultuous manner the 

drove the Biſhop and Clergy out of 
Town; and not only alter'd every 
thing that diſpleaſed them in the 
Church, but changed the Civil 
Government, diſclaiming all Allee. 
giance to their Biſhop or Duke et« 
ther ; for . which rebellious At» 
chievement, Calvin calls Farellus, 
the Father of the publick Liber- 


The 
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The Government of the City 
being thus -put into the hands of 

the Common People by the endea- 
| vours of Farellus, Mr. Calvin was yy 5: 


choſe ane of the Preachers of Ge- 

aeva, and ſoon after Divinity-Rea- 

der 3 which done, he preſently ne» 

gotiates with them to abjure all O- 

bedience to their Biſhop for the 

time- to come, and to admit of ſuch 5 
a form of Diſcipline, as he and his Tz - 
Colleagues had deviled for them "og I 
And having prevailed herein, the 

ſaid Diſcipline ( vis. ) the Pregby- 

| berian Diſcipline, was generally 

\ .{\worn and ſubſcribed to, on July 

20... 1537, the very ſame Year( as 

I_ remember ) that the Order of 

Teſuits was founded 3; and this 

was the firſt Extra& of Presbytery, 

as my Author ſays, begot in Rebel- 

lion, born in Sedition, and nurſed 

up 1n Faftion: No ſooner was it 

ſetled in Geneva, but Calvins. next _ 
endeavours were to promote it in —_ rH 
ather places, which be did effetual. 

| ly[ notwithſtanding the Jars and = 
_— cords 
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cords that it occaſioned ] by theſe 


_ and the like means. 


1, By the great Reputation that 


gence 1n Preaching and Writing, 
whereby he became the Oracle of 
the Times. 

2, His impoſing it on the People, 
on pain of Gods high diſpleaſure 3 


and Beza after bim, niakhig it as 


unlawful to recede from the Preſ- 


. byterian Diſcipline, as from the 
' moſt Material Points in the Chriſtian 


Faith; 
3. The Self.ends and Ambition 


of ſome Miniſters, affefting the. 
Parochial Epiſcopacy, or Supreme 


Miniſterial Power 1n their own 
Pariſhes. ? 
4. The Covetouſneſs of ſome 


Great Perſons, who thought there-' 


by to raiſe to themſclves great for- 


tunes by the Spoils of the Bi-- 


ſhopricks ;: and for 'the attainment 


of theſe Ends, they (tuck at nothing,” 


whether the depoling of Kings, or 


ſubverting the Fundamental Con- \ 


: - 


{titutions, 


| Calvin had attained to, for his dili- þ 
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ſtitufions of all Civil States where- 
ever they came 3 and it's obſervable, 
that that very thing which the 
} Engliſh Diſſenters at this day inſiſt 

on, as the Articulus Stantis vel ca» 
dentis Presbyftr, the very baſts on 
which their Nonconformity doth 
ſtand, [| as Popery doth on theinfal- 
libility ] was the main rvle which 
Calvin went by in all his Reforma- 
tion work | viz. | 1 hat there ought 


ceremony ) in the Worſhip of God, 
which is not warranted and required 
in Gods Word, or which hath not par- 


\ ticular and expreſs command in Scrip- 


Mr;, Baxter himſelf hath ſoundly 
confuted by many ſubſtantial Argu- 
ments in his Defence of the Princie 
ples of Love, Part 1. p.97, 98, 99, 
Io, Cc. 

Calvin having compleated the 
ſettlement of bis new Diſcipline 
in Geneva about the Year 1541. 
thought himſelf of ſuch grand aſſu- 
rarice, that no Church could be re- 


| formed 


ture for its uſe: An' Error which 
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to be nothing ( and conſequently n0 Lib.6. n.3, 


N. 15,16, 


Presbyterians, 


formed without his interpoſal 3 He 
offers his Aſaſtance to Arch- Biſhop 
Cranmer, as ſoon as he heard of the 


Reformation intended here in Em- ;: 


gland ; but the Arch-Biſhop know- 
ing theMan,refuſed the offcr,where- 
upon he tookOrder with Murtin Bu. 
cer at his firſt coming intoExglard to 
give him ſomeaccount of theEngjilh 
Liturgy 3 wbich was no ſooner done, 
but he preſently makes thoſe Excep- 
tions, which afterward became the 
main ground of thoſe many Trou- 
bles, thoſe horrible Diſorders and 
Confalions with which his FaQtion 


had involved the Church of Em ' 


gland from that Time to this. 
Prevailing nothing with that Ho. 
ly Martyr, he tampers with the 
Lord Proteqor, with the- King 
himſelf, and the Lords of his Coun 
cil ; had his Agents in the City and 
Country , the Univerſt:ies and 
Convocations ; all of them PraQiſing 
in their Several Provinces to decry 
the uſe of Kneeling, the, Croſs at 
Baptiſm, @*c. and to. bring the 
' People 
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People to a diſlike of the Common- 
Prayer-Book 3. whitch at its firſt 
| compoſure was 96oked on by the 
1 People generally as'a Heavenly 

Treaſure ( ſays Mr.*Fox in his Ats 
and Monum. Preface ) fent dowf 
by God in great Mercy to the En- 
gliſh Nation ; all moderate Men 
beyond Sea applauding the Happt- 
neſs of the* Erglanders in having 
fach an Excellent form of Gods 
Publick Worſhip : And an AQ of L.6, n. 
Parliament declared it compoſed by 
| the ſpecial Aid and Afliſtance of the 
'$ Holy-Ghoſt: But all Mr. Caloin 
4 *conld do, would avail nothing, nor 

could his Presbyterian Diſcipline 
get any footing in England, till 


| r. Popery introduced it by 

Queen Mary's baniſhing moſt of the The firft riſe of 
moſt Eminent of the Exglifb Prote- Pre/- our of 
ſtant Divines ' into Embdern , Baſll, es 
Strasburgh , Geneva, Frankford , 

and where the Presbyterian Diſci- 

| pline and Government was 3 from 

'%. whence they returned into England 

| tainted 


LA — - m_ —. ye ASE. oo... a. 
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tainted when the Perſecution was 
over , and had: preferment gi- 
ven them in the Ghurches, whereby 


they got opportunity of preparing 4' 


the minds of People for ſuch inno- 
vations, as they hoped ( when Time 
ſerved) to bring into the Church 
But the Fabrick of the State was 
Joined together with ſuch ligaments 
of Power and Wiſdom, that they 
were able to act but little, and to 
effect leſs. 

About this Time died Calwvir, 
having fat 28 Years in the Modera- 
tors Chair at Geneva, and was ſuc- 
ceeded in the ſame Year, 156 4. by 
Beza, who | tho at laſt he recanted 
very far }] at firſt endeavoured the 
ſet:lement of the Presbytery 1n 
England with more Zeal and for- 
wardneſs than Calvin had. done. 
He preſently brought it to an open 
Schiſm,and a reſort'to Conventicles, 
which himſelf takes notice of 1n a 
Letter to Biſhop Grindal, Rear tans 
dem in pertinax ſchiſma evaſiſſe —— 
Nonnuili tam ſeorſum ſuos catus has 

ent. 
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bent, &c. Bez. Ep. 23. 
Havivg by this means got ſome 
footing in England, | as alſo by the 
* connivence of ſome Bi(hops, and by 
the Queens indulgence to'ards them, - 
particularly in tolerating the French 
church in London, where the Geneva 
diſcipline was exerciſed ] they be- 
came ſo inſolent, asto publiſh thoſe 
peſtilent Pamphlets called the Adzzo- 
zitions, wherein they proceeded ſo 
far, as to tell the Parliament, that 
| it ſhould be more tolerable for 
Sodom and Gomorrah,than for them; 
and that if they would not coun- 
\ .tenance the Geneva Diſcipline, 
themſelves would be their own car- __ 
vers. Whereupon the Queen iſſued £723 
forth ber Proclamation for the fur- * 
ther ſuppreſſing of them ; ſo that 
by means of the Rigor of the Laws, 
the Government being too ſtrong 
for them, their next Expedient 
Was, 
2, To diſſemble Conformity , 
thinking thereby to breed up their £/973334 
| Presbytery under the Wing of Epiſ- *” 
f COpacy, 


| n 


1563.n-24,25 Government with ſuch ridiculing 


$a 
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copacy, till it ſhould be ſtrong e 


novgh'to ſubſiſt of it (elf. 
Next they proceed to libel the 


Pamphlets, as Mar-prelate, Ha' y* any 
work for the cooper 5 the Epiſtle to 
the Confocation houſe, &c. in which 
they far exceeded the railings of the 
Donatifts againſt the Catholicks ; 
calling the Arch-Biſhop, P-pe of 
Lambeth, and Belzeebub of Canter: 
bury; the reſt of the Biſhops, petty 
Popes, and cogging Knaves, &c. and 
the reſt of the Clergy, worſe. 

To ſtop the Mouths of theſe 
Rabſhekehs, there were ſeveral grave 
Refutals given, but all in vain, till 
Tom. Naſh the Obſervator of thoſe 
Times, a man of Sarcaftick Wit, 
by ſome Pamphlets written 1n the 
ſame looſe way [ ſuch as the Paſqnil, 
the Counterſcuffle, Pap with the 
Hatchet, &c. | ttopped their Mouths 
for ever medling more in that 
way. | | 
About the Year 1592. they 
were buſtein petitioning the Queen. 

Their 


| 
| 


| 


Presbyterians, 


Their Petitions were ſuch as gave 


the Queen a full aſfurance of what Lb. 9. N. 22: | 


reſtleſs Spirits they were, and that 
no quiet was to be expected, till. 
they were utterly ſuppreſſed : In 
ordep thereto a Pailiament was cal- 
led; at their firſt Sitting, theQueen 
ſignified it to both Houſes, that 
they ſhould keep themſelves to the 
redreſs of popular Grievances, but 
that they ſhould leave all matters of 
State to Her and Her Council, and 
all Ecclefiaſtcal matters to Her and 
Her Biſbops: But contrary to her 
Command , Mr. Peter Wentworth, 
a Member of the Houſe of Com- 
mons, and a great Zealot for the 
Presbzterian Diſcipline , with Mr. 
Bromley, and others of the Houſe 
of Commons, dehiver'd a Petition 
to the Lord Keeper Puckering, de- 
firing that the Lords would joyri 
with them of the lower Houſe, in 
becoming Suppliants to the Queen, 
for entailing the Succeſſion of the 
Crown, according to a Bill which 
they had prepared: At this the 

G Queer 
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Queen was ſo diſpleaſed, that Mr. 
Wentworth was ſent to the Tower ; 
Mr. Brozzley and ſome. others of 
the Commons, committed to the 
Fleet. 


In this Parliament it was enacted, 
that, If any Per ſon ſhould come to, 
or be at any unlawful Aſſemblies , 
Conventicles, or Meetings, under 
pretence of Religiays exerciſe, contra» 
ry to the Laws and Statutes made in 
that behalf, &c. that every Perſon ſo 
offending ſhould be committed to Pri- 


ſon, without Bail or Mainpriſe, «r 


departs the Realm at ſuch the and 
place as was aſſigned, with this Pro- 
viſo, that if he departed not at the 
time appointed, or come back without 
leave firſt granted, he ſhould ſuffer 
Death, as in the caſe of Felony. 
And when all other means failed, 


theſe ſharp Laws made agaiaſt them, 


and ſome ſevere Executions done 
upon them, humbled the Ringlea- 
ders of them, ruined the whole 


Machina of their devices, and effe-' | 


ſ 


Qually 


IH_ 


- 
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Qually promoted the Peace and. 
Tranquility of Church and State, 
and the happy Preſervation of Hep 
Majeſties Perſon,toa proſpergus and 
peaceable Reign. 


And 'tis believed, thatgat King 
James's firſt coming tothe Crown of 
England,* ahout the year 1603, the 
Presbyterians 10 both Kingdoms , 
Englind and Scotland,were brought 
ſo low, that they might have been 7.3. 14: 
ppreged for ever without any N: ': 
great anger , had that King held 
the Reins with a (ſteady hand, and 
not remitted ſo much [ & he did] 
in the cares and ſeverities of Go- 
verament ; particularly, in admit 
ting the Presbyteriay-petitioning , 
and eſpecially, in that called ,the 
Mullenary-petition, becauſe ſaid 
to be Subſcribed (by a houſe 
hands, when ' indeed .it wanted 
ſome hundreds of it: This: Peti- - 
tion was for Reformatian of .ſun- 
dry Ceremonies and Abuſes, (vis.) 
Croſs jn Baptiſm, Church-Mufick; 
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&*c. which occaſioned the confe- 
rence at Hampton Court, where the 
King himſelf was preſent as Mode- 
rator, between the Epiſcopal and 
Presbyterian Divines; the reſult of 
the conference was this ſharp re- 
primandg If this be al/ they have 
fo ſay (ſaies the: King) I'le make 
them conform, or Ile hurry them 
out of the Kingdom; or ſomewhat 
worſe, at the concluſion of the 
conference. The Presbyterian Di- 
vines, when they ſaw = they 
could not obtain their deſires in 
ſuch Conceſſions and Alterations, 
as they diſputed for; they were 
(notwithſtanding) not tranſported 


with heat and paſlion, or any ſuch - 


bigottery, as the modern Diflenters 
are, on ſuch occafion 3 but ingenu- 
ouſly promiſed the Biſhops, their 
Agtagoniſts, That they would never- 
theleſs reverence thens as ſpiritual Fas 
thers, and joyn with them againſt the 
common Enemy. 


Upon 


Presbyterians. = 8 5 


Upon this Conference, the Kings N- 5: 
Proclamation was iſſued forth, 
commanding ſtri& Conformity, and 
admoniſhing all his SubjeQts of 
what ſort ſoever, Never after to 
expe& any Alteration in the pub- 
lick form of Gods Worſhip ; and 
things being accordingly put in Ex- 
ecution, and the Government hojd- 
ing a hard hand upon them, 1ncon- 
formity ſoon grew out of faſhion ,, 
again, 

Till the Gunpowder-Treaſon, N 12. 
from whence they took occalion to pecan _— 
poſſeſs the People with fears and ſzcond time. 
jealouſies of new dangers from the 
Papiſts; and by a ſhew of greateſt 
Zeal for the Proteſtant Religion, 
they got a Party in the Houle of 
Commons, who by the ſpecious 
pretences of ſtanding for the Sub- 
jets Property, and the Preſervati- 
on of the Proteſtant Religion , 
weakened the Prerogative Royal, 
and advanced their own; and 
by degrees, got fo ſtrong in Parlia- 
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ment, that at the beginning of the 
Reign of King Charles the firſt; they 
were able to proceed from Coun- 
cil to Execution ; beginning their 
Embroilments firſt in Scotland, by 
ſending thither the Exglzþ Liturgy, 
and Book 'of Canonsz whereupon 
the Scots took up Arms, declaring 
nat to lay them down, till the 


Presbyterian Religion was ſetked in - 


both Nationsz they beirg Teou- 
raged fo to do, by ſome of the 
E-gliſh Paxliament 3 which the King 
underſtandyng,went tothe Houſe of 
Commons, to 'dett1ind five of their 


_ Members, whom he accuſed 'of fe- 


ditious Imercourſe had with the 


Srots 1m that Infurretion. And bere 


began the 'firft Eruption, 


The Kirg wanting Money to ma- 
nage the War with Spain, was for- 
cd to have almoſt continual Parlia- 
ments, of which many Members be- 
ing Scotized, fell preſently on Vo- 


'ting the Ship- money unlawful, the 
Convocation of 'the Clergy Illegal, 


and 


( 
| 
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and their Canons voids paſſed a, , 
Bill for taking away the Biſhops 1541, © 
Votes in Parliament ; [ Which when Ex. Bz7. 
the King conſented 10, .he ſaics, he | 
never enjoyed comfortable day after] 
they paſſed a Bill for a Triennial 
Parliament, &c. All which they 
forced from the King, by terror 
of the Scottiſh Army, which' they 
kept in pay nine Months on pur- 
poſe: And tho the Lords: and 0- 
thers at York, in their Declaration, Bak: C01. 
proteſted before God, and teſtified 1542: 
. toall the World (as they had often 
done before) that they were fully 
perſwaded that the King had no 1n- 
tention to make War upon the Par- 
liament,gþut that all his endeavours 
tended to a firm Settlement of the 
Proteſtant Religion, the juſt Pri- 
viledpes of Parliament, the Liber- 
ty of the Subject, ec. yet they 
proceeded | chiefly on pretence ts 
fear of Popery} to wreſt the Mzl3+ 
tia out of his hand, as alſo the 
Tower of London, the Navy Rogal, 
and all his Revenuesz uſing all 
CG 4 Terror 


Baker Chron. 
Anno 1648, 
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Terror imapinable, to. affright hjs 
Subjeds from Supplying or Alliſting 
him: In ſhort, a rebellious and 
molt unnatural War being com- 
menced, which ſhed the Blood of 
ſo many thouſands, they reduced 
the King to conſent to theſe, and 
the hke Propoſals; That the Prel- 
byterian Diſcipline ſhould be ſet up 
for three ears [ in the interim of 
which they would endeavour the 
Settlement of Peace in Church and 
State;] That the Militia ſhould be 
lodged into their bands for twenty 
gears : That the whole Government 
of Ireland, both Military and Civil, 
ſhould bz put into their hands : That 
they ſhould confer all Officers , 
and all chief Magiſtral of the 
Kingdom of England for mwent 


JERrs. 


And having thus got the whole 
$overaignty to themſclves, they 
were willing on theſe moſt unna- 
tural] Conceflions, to comply with 
the King, and vored a full agree» 
_—_— . | -- ment 


” 
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ment with him: But alas, too late; 
they baving by this time cut off his 
bands and feet,empowered the Inde- 
pendent Army to cut off his Head : 
And now when. the Presbyterzan 
Diſcipline was to be compleatly 
ſetled, the Army { which themſelves 
had raiſed ] declare for the Ixde- 
pendent Way, and ſerve 'them, as 
they had ſerved the King , turn 
them out of Doors, and reſolve 
ypon nothing leſs then the Death 
of the Kingz which was at firſt 


attempted by private Conſpiracy, 


with Poyſon and Piſtol, by Captain 


:69 


' , Rolph, with the privity of Collo- paker's Chron. 


nel Hammond, and ſome other Anno 1648. 


chief Officers of the Army :. But 
afterwards effected with ſuch Hell- 
bred Solemnity, and in ſuch barba- 


.rous manner, as | to the everlaſting 


reproach of the Proteſtant Religion} 


Turks and Tartars have ſtartled at : 


Thus did they wade through the 
Blood of men, the beſt of men, to 
deſtroy the Peace of the Church , 
and to ſet up that Presbyterian Dil- 

cipline, 


4 
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cipline, which was no ſooner up 
but down, as that which will 

more comport with the Conſtitu- 
tion 'of the Ergl;ih Government, 
than Pop:ry or the Musſ{:mar Faith, 
And as this barbarous Regicidy, ſo 
that which introduced it with { 
much Murder, Perjury and Rapine, 
I mean the Civil War, which coſt 
ſo many millions of Treaſury, and 
{o many thouſands of 'Mens live, 
was undeniably the effe& of the 
Presbyterian Schiſm ; as is ſuffictents 


ly acknowledged by the mouth of 
a modern Diſfſenter, which js Mr. 


fore to be believed; ſpeaking toa 


Cathol. Con. Noneonformiſt ( whow he doth fi 


RP orthodoxly and honeſtly write againſt.) 
Þ. 31. 


land, and Ireland, for theſe forty 
gears ;, and if I may not have leawt 


Baxter , a dying man, and F 


If you know not (fates he) Tado, tha 
the principles of Separation were the 
great canſe of the Subverſions and 
Confuftons which brought us to whd 
we have felt in England, Scat: 


to ſzy with Bradford, Repent OEvogs 
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land 3 you ſhould give me leave 
to repent my ſelf, that ever Þ preach- 


FY ed one Sermon with any Biaſs o 


overmmuch deſire to pleaſe Perſons 
CI accuſing ſeparating humour. 

Mr. Baxter in that late, and 
laſt of all his Books. But to pro» 
ceed. 


In' conclafion of this War and 
Regicidy, the men in' Buff fell to 
Reformation-work in Churches, 
which I cannot but take notice of 


A 
{ 
, 
0 
] 
; 
| 
p 
; 


in this place, it being ſo 'exatly 
aptecable'to the pattern of Juliar 


*| the Apoſtate's reforming Chriſtiani- 


ty” Tn' Wincheſter Church , Col- 
lonel WaZer with fome of his Re- 
piment, threw down the Commu- 
nion Table, broke down the Rails, 
and burnt them in an Ale-houſe, 
ſtrewed the pavement of the Quire, 
with the Leaves which they tore out 
of 'the Common-prayer Book ; and 
whereas the remains of ſeveral Sax- 


| 


\ on Kings and Biſhops, had been 
| 


\ [by the care of Biſhop Fox) gathered 
into 


A . 


| 


Hiſt. of Presb. 
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into leaden Cheſts, they ſcatter 
the Duſt of their Bodies befor 
the Wind , and threw their Bong th 
about the Church; The very ſan pl 
that Julian the Apoſtate did to thi vt 
remains of Joby the Baptiſt \ burit 
at Samaria ] He canſed his Bone # 
to be digged up, ard being mixel| 
with the Bones of Beaſts, he bum 

them to Apes, and ſcattered the Aſhe ec 
before the Wind. ol 


£0 


In the Cathedral Church of Chl 
cheſter, after they had picked a 


the Eyes of the portraitur'd K 
Edward the ſixth, ſaying in ſcom 
That all the miſchief came from hit 
in eſtabliſhing the Common- AY 
firſt; they fell to pillaging 
plundering, like the Goths at thef P! 
Sack of Romez and when it ws As 
beg*d that they would leave but oneh , 
Chalice for the uſe of the Sacram | 

it was anſwered, A wooden Di b 
may ſerve turn: 'The ſame wordi| ! 
almoſt, as of Felix ( Colleague t} 
Julian, that renounced C hriſtianityi# Q 
complenien 


: 
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complement to Julian] who taking 
1 up the Communion-plate , which 
the Religious Conſlantine had in 
4«piety. beltowed upon the Church, 
J See bere ( ſaies he in ſcorn) what 
brave Cups and Veſſels the Son of Mary 


The Church of Exeter they turn- 
e&d into a Jakes, leaving their filth 
on and about. the Communion 
Table z whereas the Apoſtate 


+ Antioch, and the Presbyter Exzoins 
4 teproved him ( tho an Emperor ) 
| {harply to his face. And in all 
{ this they wrote, as after the Copy 
if of the Apoſtate Julian, ſo with the 
of practice of the Donatift-Diſleriters. 
of As Optatus relates, that in Thipaſa, 


| Ani Table, in a Church at 


| a City of Mayritania, the barba- Hi of 


| rons Donatiſts aſſaulted an Aſſem- 
gf bly of the Orthodox Chriſtians , 
| while they were at their Devotions, 


q| and driving them out of the. 


| Church, (flew a great many of 
t | them 3 


4a 


| lian did but pils againſt the Come * 


A 


$J. 


- 
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them; the Bread of the conſecrs 
ted Euchariſt , they threw to. the 
Dogs, who having eaten it, by the 
;uſt Judgment of God, preſently 
grew mad, 'fe]l upon their Maſter 
that gave it them, and tore them to 
pieces. 


But 1n the reforming the Church 
of Canterbury, they exceeded Jy 
lian or the Donati us either 3 _ fat 


#:: 


ing there ſome igures of Chriſt 

he Arras-hangings in the Quite, 
they did in the molt literal Sence, 
crucifie Chriſt 3» Effigie ſame 
ſwearing that they would ſtab him! 
others that they would rip up his 
Bowels, which accordingly they did, 


ſo far as the Figures of Chriſt in 


the Hangings were capable of 
it. 


The principal Inſtrument ' un 


framing this Reformation , and. 
Hammering out .all that miſchief: 


of the War and Regicidy, was 4 
Tool called the Solemr: Leagh | 


R 


t ring againſt the King , and that 
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and Covenant , as appears by. the 


| dying- words of one -of the chief 
| contrivers of it, Sir Herry Vane, 
at his Execution @n Tower- Hill : Spe*ch v5 
| That what the Honſe of Commons did 
ſingly by themſelves ( which was their 


Levying of War ® Murdering the 
King , proſcribing his Son, Voting 
down Monarchy) with much more 
which, he ſaies, lay yet in the breaſt 
of the Honſe, was but a more refined 
purſuit of the Covenant : Thus 
Sir Henry Vane, who being ſent 
hence Commiſhoner into | Scet+ 
land', was one of the fiſt 
Contrivers of it; and therefore 
moſt likely -to know the uſe and 
defign of it; and being then ready 


| to die, was molt likely to ſpeak 


truth. 


But thus much is demonſtflbly 
true, that the Covenant put them 


;þ on altering the Government, and 
'F that Alteration on i'the aforeſaid 


Reformation; as \alfo upon War- 


War 


Plea for 
Peace . 
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War upon conquering, and that 
Conqueſt 'upon Impriſoning, and 
that Impriſoning upon Impoweritg 
a rude Conjalbicg Army to Mur- 
der him: So that their laying all 
on a rude conggering Army (#4 
Mr. Baxter doth ) 1s no other 
Plea for the Presbyterians not Kil- 
ling the King, ec. than Pilate 
was, for his Innocency in .putting 
Chriſt to Death, becauſe he left 
the Execution of it to the Soldb 
ers: But to ſhew what an Engine 
this Covenant was againſt ihe 
Church; what a Solemq, piece of 


| 


Perjury, and what a ſnare of Souk, 


what a myſtery of Iniquity , and 
what a bane of Monarchy, «© 
fit all Poſterity ſhould be inſtru- 
Cted in theſe three Articles of 
It: 

S 


I. That without reſpe& of ' Pers 
ſons, they would endeavour to extit« 
pate Popery and Prelacy, i.e. Church: 
Government by Arch- Biſhops, Biſhops, 
Deans, &c: and all thrs not- only 
contrary 


» 
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contrary. to the Kings Proclama- , 
tion, (trfaly forbidding itz but 
contrary to an Oath previoully ta» 
ken by a great part of the Covenans 
ters. 


2. That they would endeavour the 
diſcovery of all ſuch as had been, or. 
ſhould be Incendiaries, Malignants 1 
evil Inſtruments, &c. whereby they 
bound themſelves and others ( as 
the event ſhew'd ) to bear falſe 
againſt, to Condemn and Murder 
the Kings beſt Friends, as thoſe that 
ſtood moſt in their way, as: the 
Ear] of Strafford, Arch-Biſhop Laxd, 


CC. 


3. That they would preſerve the 
Kings Perſon in the preſervation of | 
theirue [1.c. Presbyterian Religion 
and the Liberties of this Kingdom: 
Which was in effect a covenanting 
to Rebel againſt the King, if not to 
Murder him, in regard that the 
Covenanters had already. declared 
from Palpit and Preſs, that the 
| H Religion. 


F arewel Serm. 
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Religion and Worſhip eftabliſhed in 


the Church of Ergland, aid main- 
tained by the King, was Popilh and 


Idolatrousz and that the Presbyte- ! 


rian was the only true Religion 
and that the Kirg had actually 1n- 
vaded the Libertics of the Subjeds, 
e*c. and on this account, this Ar- 
ticle took in 1ts limitations, did in 
effe&t empower them to - abſolve 
themſelves from their Allegiance , 
and to take up Arms againft the 
King: So that if, we conſider this 
Covenant in theſe four circumftan- 
ces, the Subjeq-matter of it, the 
Defign and Occafion of it, the Per- 
ſons engaged in it, and the manner 
of Imploying itz it will appear to 
be, not only as Mr. Baxter calls it, 
A" dividing Engine, an impoſing on 


the Providence of God , &c. but as' 


another Nonconformilt called: it, 
A very neſb of Villany ;, avd as ano» 
ther of them, Myr. Phil. Nye, Szch 


a Covenant as was never heard, not 


read of, not ever the World ſaw; and. 


as yet this was made the Teſt of all 
PETS ſuch 


| 


| j 


| 


Presbyteridns. 
ſuch as were to be truſted or accept- 


ed: And of the ſame ſtamp with 
theſe old Covtnantiers are there 


þ great numbers at this day, The cer- 


tain men among us crept in unawares, 


of whom Dr. Hickes gives this em-  :Þ. .. 
phatical Mark, That are for the ceſt- May 25; 
King againſt his evil Conncellors, and Preface. 


ir the Proteſtant Religion againſt 
theCharch: Of their barbarous Cru- 
elties to*ards the Orthodox Clergy, 
and others (wherein they'exceeded 
the Crucltics of the Donatifts 
toards* the Orthodox Clergy of 
thoſe times) fee /Erins Rediv, lik, 
» t3. Mercurins Ruſticus, &c. | 
No ſooner, had they: battered 
down Epiſcopacy by their Weſtmrin- 
ſfter Ordinancee, and fet up Presby- 
tery in its ſtead 3 but that beloved 
Diſcipline and Government whoſe 
ſettlement in England coſt ſo many 
millions of Treaſare , and ſo many 
thouſands of Lies} in the tun of a 
band was made ſ#b to Independency, 
and' that ſoon dwindled into more 
Seas; than ever old Donetiſm' was 5 
H 2 fuck 


Presbyterians. 


ſuch as Anabaptiifs, Duakers, Sek: 
ers, High. Attainers, &c. Some of 
whica would in all probability have 


become the prevailivg Religion of ; 


the Nation, had not the ſeaſonable 
Reſtoration of King Charles the 24 
prevented it: By all which we are 
taught to look on it, as what God 
hath written to us in Characters of 
Blood, That no other than the Epiſ: 
copal Government will comport with 
the Conſtitution of the Engli(h Nati- 
on, 

And to ſhew yet further, the a+ 
gteement of theſe men with the 
Donatiits, and other SeCtaries of 
old; I ſhall conclude this Head 


with that Charader which King | 


James gave of them, That tho they 
refuſed to be called Anabaptilſts 3 yet 
they partook too much of their 


humour ; not only agreeing with thew 
in that general Rule, the contempt of 
the Civil Magiſtrate, and in leaning 
to their Dreams, Imaginations, and 
( pretended ) Revelations ; but par- 

ticularly 


—_ <a 


| 


1* 


» 


| 


| 
| 
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ticularly. in accounting all men pro- 
phane, that agree not to their Fancies, 
in making as much commotion for 
every particular queſtion of Church- 
polity, as if an Article of the Trinity 
were called in queſtion, in making 
the Scripture to be ruled by their Con- 
ſcience, and not their Conſcience by 
the Scripture; in accounting every 
one 45 a Heathen and Publican, and 
not worthy to enjoy the benefit of 
breathing, much leſs to partake with 
them in the Sacraments, that denies - 


the leaſt jot of their ground: And in 


ſuffering the King, People, Law., 


and all to be trodden under foot, ra- 
ther than the leaſt of their Grounds be 
impugned : He Stiles them the very 
Peits of the Commonwealth , whom 
no deſerts can oblige, breathing out 
nothing but Calumnies and Seaition 3 
Aſpiring without Meaſure, Railing 
without Reaſon, and making ther 
own [maginations the ſquare of their 
Conſciences. Thus doth King James 
CharaQterize the Presbyterians of 
his time, exaQly agreeing in every 
| is . clauſe 


Presbyterians. 


clauſe of the Character, with the 
Donatists, and the reſt of the An- 
cient Schiſmaticks. To all which 
he ſabjoins in the form of a Prote- | 
ſtation, That one ſhall never find in 
any High-landers, or bordering 
Thieves , greater Ingratitude , more 
Lies and Perjuries, than among theſe 
Phanatick Spirits, (as he calls them:) 
And . becauſe the Novatians, the 
DonatiSts, and other Schiſmaticks 
of old, as well as of late, have had 
the Denomination (of Phanaticks) 
iven them; and becauſe 'tis a no- 
tion, that I have obſeryed to be 
roſly miſunderſtood, even by ma- 
ny great pretenders to knowledg, 
eſpecially of the Difſenters, I ſhall 
{ubjoin this brief account of it, 
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HE word is uſed to fgnifie *E58:0:4ut 
(falſe) pretenſions to Divine ©/#v0rarus. 


motion, or In{piration from 
God; and is appropriate to tboſe, 
who in matters of Religion, inti- 
tle God to Enthufiaſtick Fancies, 
aſcribe their whimſical perſwaſzons, 
unaccountable Humours, and Phan- 


taſtick Motions, to the Suggeſtion 


and Impulſe of the bleſſed Spirit 
of God; that to defend an (other- 
wiſe indefenſenfible Cauſe, pretend 
to the aliquid <rolw, ſome 1mpulle 
or motion from God: Thus Do- 
natus, when he had a mind to en- 
age the Circumcellians in avy 
barbarous deſign, bis cuſtom was 
to pretend that an Angel bad ap- 
peared to him, and: aſſured him 
H 4 of 
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of immediate Anſwer to his Prayers, 


for the ga of his Party, 


Oravit Donatus, &» reſpondit ei eat 
(ſaies Opratus.) 


1. The grofleſt- ſort of Phana- 


ticiſm 1s of thoſe, who pretend } 


to the aliquid zugyy the impulſe of 
Gods Spirit, for things 1n them- 
{elves Goful ; when men do 1nti- 
tle God to ſuch Villanies, as 
Fraud, Treaſon, Sedition, &*c. 
Aug. Ep. 165. As that of Donatus, who would 
© P4ſim. pretend to conference with an An- 
"pe], and Revelation from God, 
telling the Cireumcellions, that he 
would ſcek God, and give them 
Diretions, when be had a mind to 
put ther on any Maſſacre, .Rapine, 
or the like, Of this ſort was the 
Spirit of Po- Scotch Mes. Mitchelſon , whom the 
uy out of Presbyterians of Scotland ſet up 
Phanart. for a Propheteb; She pretended 
to be inſpired, and that it was re- 


vealed to her by God, that the 


Solemn League and Covenant was 


a pproved 
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approved of by him, and ratified 


Preacher of Scotland , hanged for 
Sedition in the year 1680 } his cal- 
liog the conceited {trength and 
number of the Rebels, the Lords 
| power and preſence, and the ſlrong 
hand of the Lord, &c. which is fo 
far forth Phanaticiſm, as it is an 
intituling the Power and Provi- 
dence of God to Rebellion : So al- 
ſo Coppinger in Queen Elzabeth's 
. time, after a ſtrict Faſt { held for 
freeing of Cartwright, Snape, ©: 
out of Priſon, and for® ſucceſs in 
» promoting the Presbyterian Dif- 
cipline ] in his Journey toards 
Kent , he - fancied, That he was 
admitted to a familiar conference 
with God, that he received many 
Direfions from him, and parti- 


cularly that God had ſhewed him 
a way to bring the Queen and all 
her Nobles to Repentance, or to 


_E them Traytors to God , 
Cc, | 


Of 


gun moms _ 


Iog 


in Heaven: So Kid | a Conventicle Speech ar his 
Execution. 


Ars. Red 


Baker Chron. 


Hiſt. of Preſ= 
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Of this Coppingers School . of 
Hypocrifie, was Hacket, a,man- off .. 
ſuch deſperate Malice, that bear} : 
ing an old Grudge to one that 
had been his Schoolmaſter , bit 
of his Noſe; when the Schodl- 
maſter begged that he may have 
It to ſow on again before it ws 
- cold, he chewed it with his Teeth, 
and ſwallowed 1t down: ye 
did this man attain to that eſteen 
among the People, and concelt 
of himſelf | by bis counterfeit bo. 
 fineſs, and extemporate 7400 
that at laſt, his pride 1mprov 

into ſuch Phanaticiſm , as has 
ſcarce been heard of 5 pretend: 
ing to extraordinary Zeal for 
the Reformation 3 he pretended 
alſo to extraordinary Revelation 
from God , for the accomplilt- 
ing of it: He pretended that God 
had revealed to him, that there 
ſhould be no more Popesz that 
England would be that year, grie 
voully afflicted with Plague and 

| Famine; 


4 
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Famine, unleſs the Reformation, ' 
' and the Lords Diſcipline (mean- 
ing the Presbyterian Diſcipline ) 
were admitted; he bruted abroad, 
that the Q1cen was an Ulſurper, 
and the like Seditious Spexches 
for which .he was Hang'd and 
Quartered 3 about the ſame time, 
1593. Penry was Hanged for tht 
like ſeditious Prafices, for which 
[in 4 || Book publiſhed ſoon after 1 T3, rp. of - 
bis Execution | he oy ſtiled by Kerah, Deck, 
the Diflenters,, A Martyr of Fe- _ 
ſus Chriſt, a godly Man, Refs Proc "y 
ous and Learned, Zealous, and of 
* moſt Chriſtian Carriage and Cou+ 
| rage, who ſuffer d for writing for 
| the Truth of Jeſus Chriſt, In the 
| fame year Barrow, who was Hang: 
| <d for condemnivg the Church of 
England, as no true Church, and HP. of the 
Derogating from the Queens Au- preshye. l. 9. 
thority in matters Eccleſiaſtical, 
and the like ſeditious Pradtiſes ; 
ſpeaking to Dr. Andrews, and 
Dr. Parry, after his Condemna- 
| | t10Nn, 


= 


— _ — \ — LI 


4 4 


tion, Tis true (laid he) Arch-Bjþ 
ſhop Cranmer , Hiſhop Ridley, am! 
' others, were Martyrs in Oneen 
Mary's days 5 but theſe bonds if 
mine | ſhaking his F etters) are much 
more ' glorious then any of theirg, 
becauſe they had the mark of An 
tichriſt in their hands. And of 
the ſame ſort, are all who ſuffer 
on the account of Sedition, Rebel- 
lion, and the like; and yet intitle 
God to thoſe Villanies, in calling 
their jaſt Puniſhment, Perſecution, 
ſuffering for Righteouſneſs-ſ(ake, 
Ec, p 


2. There is a rank ſmatch of 


Phanaticiſm in that fundamental 
Article of the Presbyterian Faith, 
That it is unlawful to uſe any thing 
in the Wyrſhip of God, which it 


not expreſly commanded by ſome 


Divine Law. If the belief of 
this be a fathering of our Sins upon 
God, then 1s 1t rank Phanaticiſm; 
but that the beltef of this 1s a fa- 

| thering 
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thering of our Sins upon God, is 
ſufficievtly proved by. Mr. Bax- 
| ter himſelf, in his Defence of #he 
; Principle of Love, Part 1. page 
FF 1CO- 


3. A third Inſtance of Phana- 
ticiſm, is falſe pretenſion to the 
Spirit of God. in Preaching , . as 
among the Quakers, a Spawn of 
the Popiſh Franciſcans, who made 
unlearnedneſs a. Profeſſion , pri- _ 
ding .themſelves in the Title of 
Fratres Ignorantie; and among 
the Presbyterians, there is Pha- - 
» relus of Geneva, the. firſt lay-Pa- pry 597 
tron of Presbytery , who 1n pre- man, x 
tenſion to. the Spirit , called all- 
humane learning, The invention 0 
the Devil. Somewhat like Qua» 
kers in Preaching, are ſome others, 
who in Preaching, take boiling 
Paſhon for holy Zeal 3 and. wild 
Imagination for Divine Motions 
when, a fiery, Fancy mounting a- 
loft, flutters, in myſtical —— 
a 


430 
and flows 


extravagant Ramble , abufi 
Name and Word of God, 
ſen{leſs Notions, phantaſtick Phraſes, 7 
unintelligible 
all this aſcribed to 'the 
Spirit of God, 


and 
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into the Tongue in 


the 
with 


Cant , and 
blefled 


4s the extraordi- 


nary Work of that adorable Spi- 
ritz and as Preaching by the Spi- 


ws 


gives this 


ſo of writing by the Spirit, 
Baxter 
Dpbopary' P. 1. ch. 14. 


Treatiſe of 
Pp. 1697 


remarkable. [n(tance, 


in his 


That there are many poor men a+ 


mong us , 


To diſabuſe the Weavers of 
Kidderminſter in this matter, 


I muſt Inſert in their behalf. | 


that know them to be for 
the moſt part men of ſuch 
Moderation and Sobriery in 
Judgmenr, as to diſdain ſuch 
Flartery, and reſent ſuch a- 
buſe as Mr. Baxter here offers 
them. 


the famous 


divers 


Plonghmen of 


derminſter , 
able, not only to 
Pray and Teach, as 
well as moſt of 
thoſe ( Biſhops and 
Fathers of the Church) 
who are by FEu- 
febius exzolled , 


Weaver s and 
hit. 
own Church at Kid-* 


who are. 


as' 


Biſhops of the ſe- 


cond 


| 
| 
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cond and third Age 3 but to write 


as methodical, weighty, pions 


TraBates, as any that were writ- 


Fien by men, that neither con- 
J verſed with the Apoſtles, nov 


had been bred up in Phloſophy ; 
xo, #0t excepting Clemens Romanus 


1 himſelf, Ignatius, Irenzus, Cy- 


prian , Macartus, Ephrem Sy- 
ms, Ifidor, ec. And as of Preach» 
ing and Writing by the Spirtt, 
lo 


4. Praying by the Spirit,.F mean 


'F the extemporate faculty of pray- 
1 'ing, to make this (as ſome do) 
| the infalhble Mark or Sign , 
1 Work or Effet, of Gods Spt- 


| 


rit, is that many call Phanati» 
ciſm : God doth undoubtedly 
vouchſake to devout and pious 
minds, the ſpecial Afiſtance of 
his Spirit , which perhaps -may 
be properly enough. called pray- 
Ing by the Spirit : But then this 
muſt be placed not in the ex- 
temporate 


and flows into the Tongue in 
extravagant Ramble , abuſing the 
Name and Word of God, with 


ſen{leſs Notions, phantaſtick Phraſes, # 
Cant, and 


and unintelligible 
| all this aſcribed to 'the bleſſed 
Spirit of God, as the extraordi- 
nary Work of that adorable Spi- 
ritz and as Preaching by the Spi- 
rit, ſo of writing by the Spirit, 
Mr. Baxter in his Treatiſe of 


PHANATICISM | 


Epiſcopacy , P. 1. ch. #4. p. 1694 


gives this 


remarkable. [n(tiance, 


That there are many poor men 4+ 


mong » , 


To diſabuſe the Weavers of 
Kidderminſter in this marter, 


I muft Infert in their behalf, X 


thatT know them to be for 
the moſt part men of ſuch 
Moderation and Sobriery in 
Judgmenr, as to diſdain ſuch 
Flartery, and refent ſuch a- 
buſe as Mr. Baxter here offers 
them. 


the famous 


divers 


Plonghmen of bit 


own Church at Kid-- 


derminlter, who are 
able, not only to 
Pray 'and Teach, as 
well as moſt © 
thoſe ( Biſhops 
Fathers of the Church) 
who are by Eu- 
febius extolled , 
Biſhops' of the ſe- 


£07 


WW. eaUuers and 


and 


as' 
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| cond and third Age 5 but to write 
fas methodical , weighty, pions 
| TraBates, as any that were writ- 
#ien by men, that neither con- 
4 verſed with the Apoſtles, nor 
had been bred up in Phloſophy ; 
xo, #0t excepting Clemens Romanus 
1 himſelf , Ignatius, Irenzus, Cy- 
prian, Macarius, Ephrem Sy- 
ms, Ifidor, ec. And as of Preach» 
4 ing and Writing by the Spirtt, 
| 8G 


4. Praying by the Spirit, I mean 
# the extemporate faculty of pray- 
ing, to make this (as ſome do) 
Þ the infalhble Mark or Sign , 
Work or Effc&t, of Gods Spi- 
rit, 1s that many call Phanati» 
ciſm : God doth undoubtedly 
vouchſafe to devout and pious 
{| minds, the ſpecial Afﬀiſtance of 
his .Spirit, which perhaps -may 

be properly enough. called pray- 
7 'og by the Spirit : But then this 
muſt be placed not in the ex- 
temporate 
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temporate Faculty, not in vo- 
lubility of Tongue, or quick- 
neſs of Fancy , variety of Inven- 
tion , or readineſs of Expreſſion; 
but in ſuch devout affections, 
and ſuch reverent Apprehenſions 
of Gods Majeſty, as do beſt be 
come the moſt ſolema acknow- 
ledgment of him, and as are 
apteſt to incite Faith, Re& 
pentance, and a Holy Fear 
and Love of God ; this, if 
any thing, is Praying by the 
Sptritz and not the extem- 
porate Faculty, that is ſo far 
from being the diſtinguiſhing: 
Work of Gods Spirit , that 
the vileſt Profligates may . have 
it 3 and therefore to alcribe' 
it to the Spirit of God , #s 
ſuch a Work, is properly 
called Phanaticiſm : And of 
this . there is this remark- 
able Inſtance to be . gb 
VEN, 


At 
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At St. Ives; in the Coun» Counterm. 
ty of Huntington, in the memo- +7: P: 49: 


ry of 'many Perſons now a- 
live, there was a Woman 
molt Zealouſly devoted to 
the Presbyterian Party , then 


called Prefe efſors, or Puri- 


tans 3 a conſtant frequenter 
She was of Religious Meetings, 
whereby She became fo Emi- 
nent, <fpecially in this gift 
of Prayer , that ſhe was ge- 
nerally admired, and looked 
upon as a firſt-rate - Saint: 
The .noiſe of her Fame , and 
the boaſts -of her Party, 
brought many Neighbouring 
Minilters of the * Adjacent 
Counties of Cambridge and 
Huntington , to hear her 
Pray 3 which She did itt that 
Ecltatick | manner, that they 
never parted from her with- 
out excels of Admiration. 
After fome time , She went 

þ |} (with 
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( with many others ) into 
New England , for Liberty of d 
Cookicdle\ 'where She lived 
for ſome t\me in greareſt | 
eſteem; but the / Devil ow- 
ed Her a Shame, and She t 
owed him a Soul ; She was 
at laſt Suſpeted and Accu- | | 
{ed of bobbg a Witch, was | © 
brought to her Tryal , con: h 
felled her Guilt , and that 
her Contra& with the Devil | ? 
was, That in lieu of her | © 
Soul , which ſhe had con: c 
ſigned - to him , he ſhould | 
 affilt her with © the gift. of |" 
Fxtempore-Prayer z after which | 
Conieffion , Seritence paſſed ' 
vpon her, and ſhe was ac- c 
cordingly executed for an ; 
abominable Witch. Many the | 
like [Inſtances of this, there. , 
are in a late Book , called 
Rawillack Redivivus, Now el- ; 
ther we muſt ſay, That the | , 
Devil has Power of diſpo- 
fiog 


| 


, 
| 
; | 


- 
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fing of the gifts of Gods 
Spirit ( which is Blaſphemy ) 
or that this Extemporate way 
of praying, is no intallile 
fign of Gods. Spirit 3 and 
therefore, that it is Phanati- 
ciſm to aſcribe it to. him: 
In a word, as Miracles ceal- 
ed, ſo did_ the gift of 10fpi- 
red Prayer; and ever ftace, 
has the Church Worthip- 
ped God by allowed Forms, 
or Liturgies 3 not. only 1n 
the Bohemiay , and Lutheran 
Churches, but in the Presby- 


terian Churches of Geneva, 
France, Holland, &c. and 
that not only allowed/, but 


adviſed by Mr. Calvin  him- 
ſelf; till of late, ſome. Je- 
luits 1a Maſquerade , | firſt ſet 
up the way 'of Extemporary 
Prayer on purpoſe to. break 


good Order in the Proteſtant 


Churches, and 'eſpecially; here 


I15 


in England; aS 1s lately. made Foxes ard 


I 2 


evident Firtbrands. 
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evident beyond all reach of ſcru- 
ple, by a good credible Aus 
thor. 


5. *'Tis rank Phanaticiſam to 
reſiſt ' Lawful Authority on 
pretence of Religion 5 op 
to pretend Conſcience for 
Diſobedience to Magiſtrates z 
hereby God has been in- 
tituled to as barbarous Maf 
ſacres, and as horrid Re» 
beliions, as ever were con 


mittedz and this fort of men' 
are ſo far Phanatick, ay 
they intitle God to felf- 
inconfiltency , in oppoſing his 
Will to his Will, and' 
his Word to his Word ; 'by 
pretending his Authority for 
Diſobedience to | his Com- 
miſtoners: For | Conſcience is 
no leſs than a Divine Aus: 
thority, and therefore not 
to be pretended - without, 
much leſs againſt a Divine 
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Law.. The pretence of Con- 
ſcience 1s, that we are afraid 
to dilpleaſe God, and there- 
fore chulſe rather to diſpleaſe 
men 3 but if we dilſpleaſe 
men to pleaſe God, where 
God has forbid that Diſplea- 
ſing, or Diſobeying of. men , 
[ as in the caſe of Diſobedence 
to Magiſtrates in things not 


fafil ) in that caſe, the 


pleaſing of God is but 
pretended , and that pre« 


tence, is but Fanaticiſm; it 
being Diſobedience on the ac- 


 F.count of Conſcience, or Duty 


| to God, where there ts no Word 
or Law of God commanding 
it. 


..*Tis eternally true, That a 
Conſcience informed, and go- 
verned by a _ Divine Law, 
ought not to ſtoop to the 
greateſt Prince! 3 That the Aus 
thoritx of God is to | be 
oppoſed 
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er upon Earth; 


oppoſed to the greateſt Pow- 
And that 
all the Powers in the World, 
cannot deliver us from the 


Obligation of CONSCIENCE, 


that is, when it has Gods 
Law for its Rule : But 
where. that 1s wanting , 

is not properly Conlſci- 
en but Humour and Fan- 
'cy 5 and pretending that 
Law, and that Divine Au- 
thority, when we have it 
not , 1s pliin intituling Gods 


Majcſty, not meerly to Hu: 


mour and Fancy, but- to that f. 


damnable Sin of Dilobedience, 
which 1s 4a called Phana- 


ticilſm. 


This Account have I piven, 
not to Juſtifje that ill pra- 
aice of giving odious Names 
to any Party; but meerly to 
inſtru the Valgar Reader a 
little in _ that great- evil of 
Schiſm 
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Schiſm and Faction, which is 
ſo little diſcerned by ſuch, 


and leſs made Conſcience of by 
' moſt. 


Remarks 


Reniarks on Mr. Bolde's 
Plea for Moderation. 


HE Areh-Pagan Cel- 
ſus having. wrote a 
moſt Pefti Book 
againſt Chriſtianity , 
WW | gave It this ſpecious 
' Title, aiy@ *Aanfic, And in imita- 


two Books to. prove the Scriptures *©: 
guilty of Falſhood and Contradi- 
tion ; The Apoſtles to have been * 
Cheats and Impoſtors: The Miracles 
of. Chriſt to have been the Effet of 
Magick', and not comparable to 
thoſe of Apollonins Tyanens : Yer 
this helliſh Book., he did Intitle, 

| Ayo emanibrrs #505 Yeo 18) v5e As tho 
L its 


| tion of him, it was that * Hiers- * Nw Pyrtu: 
cles an Egyptian Governour, wrote 89 Commn- 


' bit. /.3. c: 4, 


( Dactor Du- i ſa 
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its damnable Errors had been Divine . 
Truths, and not againſt, but for 
the Chriſtians. 

In ltke manner Mr. Bolde | a Con- 
formiſt Miniſter, who declares hint 
ſelf ſatisfied in the lawfulneſs of eve. 
ry thing required in the Church of 
Eygland} in imitation of Mr. Bax- 
ter's Pleas for Peace , has pubs 
liſhed a Book which he calls, A Plez 
or Moderation toards Di/ſſenters . 
which is,indeed ſuch a Plea for Li- 
centiouſneſs and Confuſi 10n, ſucha 
piece of Hypocrilte and Church- | 
Treachery, and ſuch a perfe&Satyr 
upon the Government, as deſerves 
a worſe Shammatha® than what 1s 
ipſo faZo pronounced againſt him 
12 the'Sixth Canan, ' for impugning 
the Rites and Ceremonies of the 
Church: Or at leaſt, 'ris a Plea for 
ya Whitten as ( Dr. Taylor 
) has ſomething of Craft int 
fs %s little of Ingennity; that may 
ſerve the ends of outward Charity, or 
Phanta - 9p x hoy” but not of Truth 
and Holineſs : Moderation ( (ates 
Biſbop 
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Riſhop Lary) cannot be: but between Sermon on 
two pu and what Extreams a hos 
ate. there int a ſetled Gd, as in 
? England ) unleſs the Churcif be one 
Extream , | tind the Schiſmatich, the 
other ( aies the Biſhop J? But. to 
ſhew further the vanity and emptt- 
ne.of bis promiſing Title, if you 
take the word Maderatiou in- its 
* forenſick and primary Acceptation, 
for that 3m/266, or gentleneſs which 
is placed in relaxing the, Rigour of 
the Laws, when they preſs too hard 
upon Criminals ; I do undertake ig 
'} fheſe following Lines ' to make it 
; ala Ts the diocuaatipn ER 
our Church an ur ulets-is 
ſuch, that it is L—_ Mo- 
deration to queſtion their Modera- 
tion ; and that they are utterly loſt 
to: all Moderation, who attempt 
ſuch Pleas in that behalf. 

If you take the word Moderati- 
on fa its Scripture-Acceptation, it 
1sno more than Meekneſs under Sut- 
ferings, Perſecutions, Ge. as apy 
pears by the Context of that one,, 
L 2 and 
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©, and only place where it is uſed in 
Scripture, Phil. 4. 5. Let your Mo- 
"deration, or (as the' Geneva Tran- 
flation] let your Patient mind be j 
known unto all men, q. d. however 
immoderate your Perſecutors are, 
Jet your Moderation, Meekneſs and 
Patierice, be known to all men, 
not only Fellow-Sufferers, But your 
Enemies and Perſecutors. Shewing 
plainly, that the word Moderation 
fn Scripture- Acceptation, is accom» 
modable to none but a ſuffering 
or perſecuted Party, Which makes 
it 4 contradifio in adjeFo, to call | 
, this Book 4 Plea for Moderation 1 
#0'ards Piſſenters. 
*And as the Title; ſo the' Book, 
Dignum patel/2 ' operculum : For 
_ there's ſcarce a Paragraph in it not 
fairly reducible to one of theſe 
Heads. 

1. Fraudulent Pleas for Compli- 
ance with Diſſenters in the "Dif 
uſance or Non-impolal of Church 
Ceremonies. 


2, For 


* 


2. For Indulgence to'ards them 
in relaxing the Rigour of the Laws... 
3. Scandalous Reflections, | 


4. Impertinent Jorgan. 


T Fg . F 


— 
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concerning Church-Ceremo- 
mes. | 


O ſee how in this. he doth 
in limvine 3mpingere, He begins 
his Book with this Fraudulent Iofte 
nuation concerning them. Unneceſ- 
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ſery Rites and Ceremonies, and Zeal P. ', 4.8. 18. 


oboxt theme ;, a Stratagems of the De- ** 
he Bregſe of irs Ciriani bu 
the Rrogreſs of true Ghriſtzauity; bu- 
mane Devices, old Rites and Cere- 
monies, trifling and frivolous Things ; 
with much more to the ſame pur- 


pole. 
How far be hath hereby incurr'd 
the Penalty annex'd to violation of 


L 3 the 


the'6thCinot, which-ſavies of the 
Impugners ' of ' the-"Rites and 
Ceremonies* of the * Church 'of 
England , Let them be” txovommu- 
micated: And of the 1oth Canon, 
which calls. them maintainers of Schif- 
matichs who fball dare to publiſh 
that any ſeparated Church has of long 
time ' groaned\ under the burvten” of 
certain grievances impoſed. wpor it , 
[ſpeaking before of Gods Worſhip in 
the Church of England.) and that 


whoſoever ſhall preſume ſo to do, ſhall 


be excommunicated, and not'reſtated 
fill they repent and publithly reouke 
Juch their wicked error. *' © + 


And of 'the A& for Utifortity, 


' 1. Q"Eliz. which faies; if any des 
care or peak any thing in deroge- 
tion of the" Conmon- Prayer, or any 
thing therein containtd'=——— þe 
(ball 1:fe © andt forfeit ' for his "firſt 
Offece, the"profit of all his fpiritud 

enefices © or | Promotions ' for one 
whole year, and ſuffer Lo errors 
for fix Months without Bath or Main 


priſe; and for the ſecond Offence jb 
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be impriſon'd one whole year, and de 
prived of all bis Jpiritual Promotz- 
ons : How far he has incurr'd this 
Penalty,let others judg 3 that which 
I remark is in theſe following par- 
ticulars. 

I, His infinuateing concerning 
the Church Ceremonies, as h»mane 
Devices, and humane Inventions. 

. Whereas the Church of Erglazrd 
has retain'd but one Ritual or Cere- 
mony, that is not of Divine Ordi- 
nance and. Apoſtolick practice (as 
Biſhop Taylor has obſerved ) and 


is a compliance with the pradtice of 
all Ancient Churches ; The Church 
has but this one Ceremony of gts 


P. 4. 20. 


that is the Croſs at Baptiſm, which _—_ ma 


own appointment; for the Ring in 


Marriage is the. Symbol of a Civil 


and religious ContraQ, a Pledge ' 


.and Cuſtom of the Nation, not of 
the Religion, As for other Circum- 
ſtances, they are but Determinati- 
ons of time, place, and manner of 
Duty, and ſerve for no other pur- 
poſes then fignifications for Order 
| L 4 and 


Mr. Baxter notwithſtanding the Contions of . 


© and Decenc 5 ' Kor which (faies he) 
there is an 

A Natural reaſon, and an evident 
neceſlity, or great convernence. 

' And "notwithſtanding the uſe of 
this ſign | in Baptiſm has ever been ac» 


companied with the greateſt Excep- 


tions, Care and Cautions agaiaſt all 
| Pop iſh Superſtition and Error (as 
And not- 


the "aback Canon ſhews.) 
withſtanding the reverend eſteeſ 
_ the Primitive Church had of 

, in ſo much (fajes that Canon) 
The if any oppoſed it, they would 


certainly have been cenſured not w/ 


the name of the Cro 
erits of 'Chriſt : 


as Enemies 0 


but of the 


Cri -_ the moſt Eminent Nonconformiſts 


Q. 11 


44s 
Þ. I2Z, 
. . 
. . # 


ranting the lawfulneſs* of its uſe: 


ct Joh this Pleader give it as ri-' 


diculous and abſur'd a name as any 
could be thought of, calling 'it ih 


plain Engliſh, contradiGio inid jedo, 
and this on no other then this filly 
account 3 The zll Opinions that it 
begets in the minds of the Ignorant, 

| | wah pn 


poſtolical precept,' and ' 
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as tho it were indiſpenſibly neceſſary, 


| and a part of the Ordinance of  Bap- 


tiſm , and as tho private Baptiſes 


# without the Croſs is not true ſound 


Baptiſm. 
' To this there is this ſufficient An« 
ſwer in the'30th Canon. | 


doth not take away the- lawful uſe 
of it (or make the uſe of it unlaw- 
fuly which is the more regardable, 
becauſe ſpoken as the Church's ſenſe 
in ſpecial reference to the Croſs in" 
Baptiſm. =: | 

' .2. The ſame Canon fſaies, That 


:the uſe of this fign was ever accom- 
| panied with ſufficient Cautions and 
| Exceptions againſt Superſtition 
and Error: And the Church has Caumen- 
elſewhere fully declared againſt re- pally, 
taining of any ſuch Ceremonies' as Church Ceres 
| are like to be abuſed to Superſtition, wore, '* 


Oc. | 

' 3. Tho this Propolition {private 
Baptiſm is no true ſound Baptiſms] 
ſeem ſomewhat contradiQory, -yet 
to ſhew that it is nothing ſo,-to 
N make 


| 


3% 


of FE: 


' 8. That the abuſe of a thing - 


"Þ 


k 


gn—n—_———=n 
T0 
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, relate to Baptiſm? Beſides , if b 


"as ſound Baptiſm, except 1n 


" "that Senſe? So that in plain h 


- make it what Mr. Bolde calls j 
contradiio in adjeFo; there mi 
be incompoſſubilit as terminorun : 

Adje&a or Termini here, are [pn 
vate , ſound}; and who can appt 
.hend any incompoſſibility or 
pugnancy in thoſe terms, as the 


—— 


=="8.-% oj 


ſound. Baptiſm may be meant cog 
pleat and perfect Baptiſm z then thy 
Rubrick-. ( and DireQory alk 

doth {ſcarce allow of private Baptilg 


4 


caſe of dying Infants. And, fing 
he ſpeaks of the Ignorant only, v 
may not ſuch take found Baptiſm: 


F=>S5 '>O080589 Ez 


JS 


RY 


" 
mT 7 


" 


hinting the Croſs at Baptiſm by thi 5; 
odious name, is ſuch a thick pie] 6, 
of Error as may be felt, and (itly| 
Conformilſt ) ſuch a thin piece a] - , 
Hypocrifie, as the weakeſt eye mw} 44, 
ſee — and ten times wor 5+ 
then Mr. Baxter's whimſey in que] 


(6p 


ſtioning whether we do not mall} y- 


Firſt Plea far the Croſs at Baptiſm 4 new Sacrt we 
Peace. 


ment of the Covenant of Grace, whifl v, 


% 
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ESD the Definition of.-a 
A $excrament can be made to 'apree 
A with He proceeds againſt the im- 
goſng's of Ceremonies in general, 


| Ow Saviour reſs on 
| thing, but real ele iſ ona 
k 4>/ wage to lawful Authority 
indifferent, is real praQi- 
(br Rehigion, and Inconformity or 
| Diſobedience to lawful Auk 
q damnable Sin. 1O 


l Deliberation— wonld lay no more on 

| the Diſciples, then "what was then 

ry- F } 

"FT, No more do'the Apoſtles Sd 
| Goverhours of our Church now. 

| But to ſhew how impertinently thisis 


| urged;! - 

l- 2. Tis evident by the Context, chat 
thoſe' words of ths - Apolt] 
relate particularly to Circumciſion, 

| which was not aFewiſþ ceremony, bit 
| a Jewiſh ſacrament of divine inſtituti- 
| onatid alteration both,;and therefore 
| | nothing to our purpoſe; and;yer St. 
| Paul 


, 


i 


Om mT" 


ce Janees 42s 


"He adds, The Apoſtles upon mature page 9 


"—_— 


5, 
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Pasl circumciſed Timothy, meerly 
in conformity to the Jews : And Q 
that ſame Council, 4Fs 15. when 
the Apoſiles had declared again 
Circumcifion, at the ſame time 
in the next verſe) they declared fa] ; 
the Gentiles abſtaining from thin 
{trangled, and from Blood, which 
there was no Law of God for qblige| 
ing the Gentiles to, but what''th 
Apoſtles enjoined: them meerly 0 
the account of Peace and Confar 
mity to the Church National of the 
Jews they lived in, according tg 
_ the grand Exemplar Chriſt his coo 

plying all along with the Je: 
Church in their Rites and Cuttomy 
obſerving their Feaſts, and om c Ki 4 
his own Inſtitutions of Baptiſav and 
the Lord Supper as agreeable to.theit 
Cuſtoms as was poſſble. - . And a6 
cording to his example all a long,tlf 
Apoſtles not like inflexible ſtarch 
Phariſees , but like humble cony 
-plaifant Chriſtians, became all thing 
to 4ll, to the Jews as Jews, andli 
rreſ without the Law, 4 without i 


| 
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I - In the next place he ſtarts this Page 9- 
| Queſtion, as that which he faies \. 


{ ſome do much infiſt upon 5 Whether 
if the Apoſtles had not power fo deter- 
wine indifſ:rent Ceremonies," ſo as t0 
| oblige the Church in her ſeveral Ad+ 


If fo forbear the uſe of all others? He 
i reſolves 3t thus, They never made ufe 


if of their power , that we read of, Page 16; 


I] about theſe indifferent and unneceſ- 
"| ſary things. | 

1 It was not neceſſary they ſhould 
1 the general Rule and Reaſon being 
"| ſufficient to ſecure the Church a- 
| — any capital Miſtake, That 
| Apoſtles : never obliged the 
I} Church to the uſe of ſome Cerenio- 
v1 nies, or the difuſe of others, ſo as 
#1 to oblige all after-times to* any 
#1 particular form of Rituals, is certain ; 
| And alſo, that they gave only gene- 
+1 rat DireRions, but left- it to the 
| Power and Prudence of Church- 
Rulers'to determine of Particulars, 


| 
7 


| Time and Phace ſhould reſpe&ively 
18 | requirez 


* 


{| min:ſtrations to the uſe of ſome, and © 


"9 
4 
, as the various Conditions of People, 
q 


% 
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uire; This is evident from hence 
that the Apoſtles inſtituted ſever ; 
things in the Primitive Churches] c 
which were in after-times to be uſed} 
ordifuſed, as Church: Rulers ſhould] z, 
think fit. For inſtance, the Agazel i 
or Love-feaſts, the holy Kiſs, thel ; 
order of Deaconneſſes, and ſevenlſ (; 
other things, which are now utter} ;; 
diſuſed and laid afide, tho of Apdf ,, 
ſtolical Inſtitution. Nor doth.anf ,, 
man ſcruple the Diſuſe or Abrogel , 
tion of them 3 which 1s a palpa 
evidence, that the Apoſtles neva} 4; 
deſigned a certain form of Riti 


to-all after-ages, but left it ro thy! 1 
Prudence and. Power of Church fy 
Rulers to appoint as they ſee; W| pr 
Ew. aft? And thus Mr. Calvin bimſelf ,, W| in 
#4 £10.59 externadiſciplina & Ceremoniis nod or 
voluit Chriſtus, &c. Chriſt wow] yy 
not preſcribe ſingularly and. ſpecialy| 
concerning external Diſcipline and| Þ, 
. Ceremonies, becauſe he foreſaw theſt| tix 
things were to depend on: the occafiat#| wi 
and opportunities of times, and ought W! 
to be accommodated to the AEPe0 te 

| 

| 
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: 
: 
"i 


f the Church,according tothe different 
iſpoſetion and cuſione of Times and 
Countries. 


{ He adds, 1 think it will be very Page 16, 


| —_ for any man to make it appear, 
«] that for ſome hundreds of years after 
Hl the Apoſtles, the Orthodox Chriftian 
ul Church did ever require any move 
then common Chriſtianity, as a term 
Ml of condition of Church Communion, 
IN] or that any Ceremony was for ſo long 
x 4 time impoſed on the Charch. 

"The Orthodox Chriſtian Church 
f1 did require it as the term or conditi- 
#1 on of urch-Communion,T hat the 
${ lapſed Penitents ſhould perform the 
ff fiveſeveral Stages of Penancein fuch 
$1 Poſture and Geſture as the Church 
| impoſed, and no other; wherefore 
| one ſort of Penitents were called 
*| fronie]or1e, 3. ce. the Proſirate , be- 
| auſe they were to perform their 
Penance in the Geſture of Proſtra» 
| ton, and no other. They wore cer- 
#| tain Marks of Penance about them, 
k | with ſeveral other Ceremonies that 
, [ could. name, which were iavpoſed 

on 
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on them ' as terns of Church-Coms 

munion. | 

Ionatius Biſhop of Antioch and 

| Martyr, who lived in the Apoſtle 

Socr. Bp. Qimes, is reported by Socrates to have 

L6, c,.8. heard ma Viſion the Angels cele, 

brating the Praiſes of Gog mn Alter: 

nate Hymns 3 and in Imitation there: 

of. appointed the ceremonious way 

- of Aztiphones, or reſponſal Hymy 

in the Church of Aztioch, which 

> was immediately - appointed in 

(or; impoſed on ). moſt* Chriſtian 

Churches in the World. The C6 

remony gr Order of reading the 

two Eeffons after the Pſalms, is mens 

tioned in the Apoſtolick Canons, # 

a thing decreed or appointed (16 

joined or irapoſed ) which Caſſuns 

mentions as the Ancient cuſtom of 

all the Egyptian Churches, which he 

fates was not taught by men, but 

by the Miniſtry of Argels fro 

- Heaven. Epiphanins calls the Hirt 

ans the molt Brainfick Heretic 

that ever were, for bolding that 

Biſhops and Presbyters were all ow; 
a 


| 
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\ Service, which they knew to be 
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and that they were not bound to 

keep Lent, and the Holy week, as 

the Laws of the Holy Church rt- 

quired : $020men ſpeaks of {tanding 
up at the Goſpe], as a thing very xiſory lib, 7, 
anciently and univerſally impoſed: ©: 19: 

He faies it was a new Faſhion in 
Alexandria , that the Biſhop did 

not riſe up, when the Goſpel was 

read, and that he never heard of 

the like elſewhere. 

And the Council of Tolete or: cy, 15.5.5, 
dained, That all Governours of 
Churches, and their People, ſhould 
obſerve the ſame Rites and Ocder of 


appointed 1n the Metropolitan See. 
In the early days of [ertullian , 
who lived near the Apolttes times, 
there was diltin&tion of Garments, 
bowing to ard the Eaſt, and innu- 
merable other (Ceremonies 3 and 
among the reſt, there's no queſtion 
to be made of what Mr. Ho!de has 
ſuch a ſpight at, the Croſs ar Bap- 
tiſm, fince the Church ſaies (Canon 
30.) that it was uſed in the Pri- 

M mitive 


m 
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mitive and Apoſtolical Churches 


with one conſent. All which Ce- | 


remonies Tertullian 
* Harum 69 aliarum ejuſ= calls * Diſciplines , 


modi Diſciplinarum ſi legem X | 
expoſtules rotate 1n- which implies that 


venies nullam; ſed traditio they were impoſed; 
eſt auttrix, conſnetudo conſer- Jet there was then no 
ag a ſuch thing as ſcru- 
pling of Ceremonies, 
but obedience active and paſlive, 
even to Pagan Governours 3 and 
conformity to Chriſtiin Church- 
Ocders, was a CharaCteriſtical mark 
of primitive Chrttiarity. 
Whatever the Pleadirs name be, 
t» fhew that his Icanper is daring; 
p-11,12. he tells u:, He dares affirm , That if 
the Rights and Ceremonies now in 
uſe, in tle Church of England, ſhould 
be alterd, ſome changed, and ſome 
wholly laid aſide, by the ſame Autho- 
rity that did at firſt injoin them, the 
Church of England would ſtill be as 
#mpregnable a Bulwark againſt Po- 
pery, as now ſhe is; and 1 am fully 
ſatisfied (ſaies he) there is no man 
will deny this, unleſs he be _ 
red 


* 
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\ 
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| real Papiſt, or an ignorant ſuperſti- 


tious Fool]. | 
The King, Parliaments, and Con- 


vocations have denyed it ; and [ 


am fully ſatisfied they muſt and will 
deny it on theſe accounts following. 

1. On: the account of the great 
danger that univerſal Obſervation 
and Experience have found to be 
in ſuch Innovation as he pleads 
for, in altering the Conſtitutions 
of a Church | that have heen com- 
poſed and ſetled by wiſe men and 
Chriſtian Martyrs, reverenced and 
admired by others, incorporated into 


"the Laws of the Land, rivetted by 


Cuſtom and long Preſcription J for 
the ſake of ſuch novel Notions, 
and inconſiſtent Alterations, as no 
ciflenting Party could ever yet 
agree 10, and ſuch as 1s 1nſeparably 
twiſted with ſeditious and penict- 
ons Alterations 1n the State, It 
being much more true of England, 
what Optatus ſaid of Milevis, Res 
publica non eſt in eccleſta, ſed eccle- 
þ in republica; and therefore, that 

M 2 the 


20 


E cx. Bay. c11- 


. ments, They firſt deſired Alterati- 
- on of him, and then obtruded it 


Lett. to Mr. 
Milirier. 


the Church being contained in a 
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Civil Society, muſt conform its ſelf 
(in externals) to that which con- 
tainsit, for Safety and Preſervation. 

Which made King Charles the firſt 
call ſuch Alteration, T he old leaven 
of Innovation, under the mask of 
Reformation, which in his two laſt 
Predeceſſors days, heaved at, and 
threatned both Prince and Parlia- 


on him with the point of their 
Swords; With ſuch a truſting to 
their Moderation, which he there 


calls abandoning his own Diſcretion; | 


and fnews throughout, rhat they 
who began with nothing elſe but 
ſuch delires of Moderation and Ak 
teration ( as Mr. Bolde. Pleads for) 
ceaſed 1n nothing elſe but utter 
Subverſion and Diſſolution: And 
Arch-Biſhop Bramball (whom Mr. 
Baxter truly calls, that clear-headed 
Metropolitan) teaches, [hat it #4 
rule in prudence, nottoalter (nondt) 
an 'ill enſtom, when it js well ſetlea. 

Need- | 
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for MODERATION. 
Needleſs Alteration doth ſo diminiſh 


the venerable eſteem of Religion, and 
leſſen the credit of ancient Truths 
break Ice in one place (faies he) and 
it will crack in another. And twene 
ty years ſmart Experience of the 11] 
conſequences of giving way toſuch 
fraudulent Pleas for Moderation, 
and little Alterations, hath made 
it neceſſary to deny [ withour beitig 
real Papiſt, or ſuperſtitions Fool] 
that ſuch-Alteration ſhould be made 
in conſideration of the Church of 
Englands being as great a Bulwark 
againſt Popery inithe Alteration, as 


{without it; eſpecially conſidering, 


2. The great advantage it would 
give the Papiſts ; the ill RefleQion 
ic would make on the Proteſtant 
Reformers;and the Scandal it would 
ca(t upon the Proteſtant Reforma- 
tion, to ſee men make no difference 
between intolerable Superſtitions, 
and innocent Rites and Ceremonies z 
we have inſtance of this in Biſhop 
Hooper's ſcrupling the Epiſcopal 
Veſtments, of which ſaid. Peter 
| M 3 Martyr, 


|] Ean. 30, 
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Mariyr , Such needleſs ſcrupuloſity 
will be a great binderance to the Re: 
formation ;, and 'tis certain,that there 


was ſearce any thing gave ſo great 


check to the Reformation, in France 
eſpecially, among moderate and 
learned men, as the putting no dif- 
ference between the Corruptions of 
Popery, and the innocent cuſtoms of 
the Ancient Church: For when thoſe 
of France, that were inclined tothe 
Reformation, ſaw that the Reformer: 
eppoſed the undoubted Prattices of 
Antiquity , equally with the Popiſh 
Corruptions; they caſt them off, a 
men guilty of an unreaſonable humon 
of Innovation. And fo at this day, 
when men contend about things 
indifferent, as tho unlawful, and 
would have ſuch Ceremonies 3 
are of truly Piimitive, and for the 
molt part || Apoſtolical Pradice, 
equally diſuſed as things perfedtly 
Superſtitious, the vulgar Papilts 
(at leaſt) that cannot diſtinguiſh, 
mult conclude, that we alter or 
aboliſh ſuch innocent Ceremonies 3s 
ye Stand: 
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Standing, Kneeling, &c. on the 
ſame grounds as we do the reſt of 
their deteſtable Corruptions;. and 
ſo by ſeeing our unwarrantableneſs 
in reforming from thoſe innocent 
Ceremonies, are eaſily (if not ne- 
ceſſarily) induced to believe the 
unwarrantableneſs of our departing 
from the whole Maſs of Popery 3 
eſpecially con(idering, that 1t is the 
bulineſs of their Teachers to inſtruCt 
them in this, That we reform from 
both, on the ſame groundsz and 
what cah this tend to, but to harden 
Papiſts, and ſcandalize Proteſtants, 
and ſoendanger the Reformed Reli- 
gion ? bs 
And for theſe, and perhaps many 
more weighty Reaſons than Mr. 


; Bolde, or my ſelf can —, 


Our Rulers have thought fit, 

point of Modration, to retain oo 
Ceremonies now in uſe, in oppoſt» 
tion to Enthufiaſtick Innovation on 
the one hand, and Popiſh Superlti- 
tion on the other hand. And 
—_— Mr. Bolde doth very ill 
M 4 in 
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uperſtitions Fool, that will not con- 
{ent to,the Alteration or Abolition 
of our Church-Ceremonies, onthe 
ſuppoſal of the Church of Ezgland's 
being as great a Bulwark againſt Po- 
pery in the Alteration,as without it ; 
I ſay, he doth very 11] to call every 
ſuch one, by ſuch odious Names; 
eſpecially conſidering, that the King 
and Parliaments are moſt immedt- 
ately concerned 1D it. | 

Mr. Bolde having told us in_the 
following lines,of the fruit andeffe& 
of Impoſitions, and the want of 
making ſome Conceſſions and A- 
batements for the ſake of thoſe 
that are yet unſatisfied z adds more 
particularly, that there are yet. two 
dreadful events which have fallowed 
theſe [mpoſitions. 

I. Many worthy, pious, and other- 
wiſe every way qualified Perſons, 
have been hinder d from eithgr en 


tering into , or continuing in the 


Lorfs Vinezard to laboxr and work 
there, = | 
x. They 
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in calling every one a real Papiſt, or 
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1. They hinder themſelves: All 
that the Law doth, 1s but to hold 
forth one -common Rule, which 
| Mr. Bolde cannot deny, but that 
they may conform to without 
$10. : 

2. There are as many worthy, 
and well qualified men of the 
Churches Communion, as there are 
Diſſenters, who are yet deſtitute 
expeCtants of being called into the 
Vineyard: I heard a Reverend Pre- 
late but t'other day ſpeaking of an 
account which the Arch-Biſhop 
ſaid was lately given in to him, 
of above two thouſand ſuch in 
Exeland: And tho it cannot be 
denied, but among the Diſlenters, 
there are many wbo Preach well; 
yet take a great part of thoſe who 
are moſt admired by the Vulgar , 
and you will find, that the excellen- 
cy of their Preaching lies chiefly in 
a faculty they have of moving a 
Paſhon; either by tranſporting or 
confounding the Imagination with 
ſome Myſtical Repreſentations, or 


by 
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'gy, the butineſs in preaching, 


by thundering into mens ears thy 
moſt formidable or dreadful Expref 
fions ; or by ſmiling out now and 
then a ſoft Similitude, or a chiminy 


Cadency, a curled Metaphor, of 


ſorhe. ſuch Pſendotrope; and with 
infinuating Harmony of voice and 
geſture, tickle the Soul up into the 
Ear of the weakeſt Sex eſpecially, 
and thoſe of ſhallow Judgment and 
warm Afﬀection ; but are more like 
to provoke the Scorn and Laughte 
of a ſturdy Profligate, than to con 
vince his Judgment, or work upot 
his heart. 

But among the conforming Cler- 


not to ſtand fluttering in mytitial 
Nonſence, and Sfertorian Noile; 
but to deliver themſelves gravel 
and conſiderately, rationally and 
judicioully, calmly and modeſtly; 
ro enlighten the Hearers minds wit 
ſuch ſubſtantial and nervous D# 
ſcourle, as is fitted to ſtop the 
mouths of Gainſayers, that the) 
ſhall not be able to reſiſt that q4J9 
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that Spirit and Power of Reafon 
md Religon with which they 
ſpeak; And of theſe, fince God 


has ſpoke 'the word, great is the 


company , more by ſome hundreds 


than the Vineyard will hold: And 
therefore 'tis not to be believed that 
the' hindering Diſflenters on ſuch 
dangerous and unreaſonable terms 
on which they w6uld come into the 
Vineyard, is ſuch a dreadful event 
or effe&t of Impoſitions, as Mr. 
Bolde ſpeaks of ; eſpecially conf1- 
dering ( as has been ſhewn ) that 
the hindrance is of themſelves. 

2. Another dreadful event or 
effe& of Impoſition, that he inſtan- 
ces in, is this, The conſtant zmpoſed 
uſe of theſe things has almoſt una- 
voidably begot in the minds of Tgno- 
rant People, a belief, that they are 
indiſpenſably neceſſary, and undoubted 
parts of thoſe Ordinances to which 
they are annexed, &c. $6 

The 3o Canon yeilds ſufficient 
Anſwer to this, in theſe'two parti- 


I. That 
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I. That the abuſe of a thing, 
doth not take away the uſe of 
It. 
Comm. Prayey 2+ The Church has poſitively 
Preface, con= declared againſt the retaining any 
coming Cere- Ceremony in uſe, which may be 
buſed to Superſtition. 
3. Why may not the ignorant 
People, as well believe them indi- 
ſpenſably neceflary to be uſed, as 
indiſpenſably neceſlary to' be dif: 
uſed ? the Superſtition of the ope is 
Juſt as much as the Superſtition of 
the other. But, | 
4. I know no Error in the be- 


lief of Ceremonies being indiſpenſa 


bly neceſſary, and undoubted part: 
of the Ordinances they are annexed 
to, Mr. Calvin himſelf ſeems to be 
of that belief; when he* calls thoſe 
Inſtitutions, which are founded” in 
Inftie. lib. 4 Scripture , pror/ſus divinas, altoge- 
Hi ther Divine; Divine , becauſe 4 
part of that decency, the care and 
obſervation whereof is commend- 
ed to us in thoſe words, let «ll 


things be done decently and in ay 
£ at 
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but humane , ſo far as they are ap- 
propriated by men to ſome circum- 
ſtance of Perſon, Time, or Place. 

Mr. Bolde proceeds next to play 
the Emperick, in preſcribing to the 
body-politick, Church and State : 
The diſeaſe 1s, falling out and quar- 
relling about old Rights and Ceremo- 
ries, p. 8. & paſiims and he has 
no remedy for this; but the Churches 
jeilding | to its Enemies] i» altering 
ſome, and wholly laying aſide other of 
her Ceremonies,p.l 1. That abatements 
might be made to Diſſenters,p.12.who 


'| are to be Proſelzted by the Churches 


' condeſcending and yielding, p. 19. 
And the like throughout his Book, 
like a Vein through his Body; and 
thus he preſcribes to Parliaments in 
chief, p. 25. 

Can any thing be more Baxteri- 
exs, than ſuch arrogant preſcribing 
to Princes and Parliaments ? Or 1s 
not this, as if he had ſaid, that the 
wakers of the Law muſt 'concede to 
the SubjeRs of the Law? that Laws 
and Law-makers, both, muſt con- 
form 


— 
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form to Nonconformity? that Par. 
liaments and Synods, | thoſe moſt ** 
auguſt and venerable Aſſemblies in the ul 
World) muſt ſtoop to Scepticks and | be 
Innovators? Authority and Anti ſin 
quity to Novelty and Bigotry? pla 


Primitive practice to 1nnovating ju 


humour? and Majeſty its ſelf rol 7 
peeviſh, and turbulent, and endleſs] **! 
Scrupulolity ? And all this, ſaics Mr, ſro 
Bolde, to ſatisfie ſome that are un Ne 
ſatisfied, 1.e. (asſomeloveto ſpeak)] '** 


anſatisfied in Conſcience, profane bu 
ly calling by that ſacred Name of 1 


Conſcience , what men of greatell 
Learning, ſtricteſt Piety and Holt- p 
neſs, and moſt comfortable Contct 
ences, have called ſiurdineſs of Opini- 
on 1n ſome, weakneſs and unſetled- 
neſs of Judgment in others, and 1n- 
deed a meer fear of doing what God 
commands, for fear of Sin: But pur: 
ſuant to his Plea for the Churches 
yielding to its Enemies in the Ab 
reration and Abolition of Church» 
Ceremonies, He tells this dull Story 
from Beza, that wasa ſworn Enemy 

to Epiſcopacy : 4 | 
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A Noble.man having finiſh'd the 
building of his houſe, ſuffer d a great 
Stone to lie befure the houſe, which 
| be had no occaſion for; the People 
unzvling at it in the dark, com- 
plained; the Noble man would not 
jufſer the Stone to be took away, but 
order'd a Lanthorn to be hung out 
er itz this not ſecuring the People 
ſrohe the inconveniences of it, the 
| Noble- man was at laſt intreated to 
| 1e-2:we the Stone and | anthcrn both : 
| But whether he did remove them or 


4 oo, that Mr. Bolde keeps to him- 
| IE 


Fit from a more conliderable Author 
than Beza, thus: h 
Apelles to deride the conceited 
folly of the Age, expoſes to pub- 
lick view, a Maſter-piece of his 
Work, and as it uſually happens 
|(by the encouragement of the Pro. 
verb, Facile eſt inventis adbere ) 
[every body pretends to skill in re- 
forming 3 


FF. Without any remark on the im $erious and 
pertinence of this dull Story, I ſhall compaſſionate 
be ſo civil to Mr. Bolde, as to return ©9#97P-10- 
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forming 3 ſcarce any paſſed by, but 
paſſed their Verdi on the Picture, 
all generally commend it; yet tg 
give ſome inſtance of their kill 
every one finds ſome fault or 0 
therz one would have had mort 
ſhade, another lets; one commer 
the Eye, but blames the Lip, &@«, 
The cunning Artiſt obſerves al, 
but ſays nothing 3 and (til as am 
Paſſenger gave his Verdict, he ab 
ters the Picture accordingly ; the 
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reſult was this, by its Alteration 


and Reformation, it became ſud} 


Abomination of Deformation, ſuch 
a horrid monſtrous Piece, that the 
very Reformers themſelves won- 
der'd at its Uplineſs. Apelles to 
right himſelf, produces another 
piece of the ſame Art and Beauty 
which he had hitherto kept up by 
him, and ſo had eſcaped their cer 
ſure; with this he upbraids them 
thus, Hanc ego faci iſtam populns: 
This I made, the tother is a Devil 
of your own making. 


Nos 
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Now not to be ſo abrupt as Mr. 
Bolde was, as to run from my 
Story without any Application. 
Chriſtian Religion was by Wiſe 
and Holy men, our Reformers , 
diveſted of thoſe meretricious and 
gaudy Accoutrements, that the 
Papilts had dreſt her up with, and 
habited her according to prt- 
mitive fimplicity 3 but this (tho 
amiable of it ſelf ) would not pleale 
every Body, every Sc&t or Party 
would have ſomething alter'd , 


' which if it were allowed. (the Opi- 


nions of men are ſo contrary to one 


another, as well as to truth) the 


true lineaments of Chriſtianity 
would be loſt, and fo our Religion 
have the fame fate, that the poor 
Picture of Apelles had. 


Butin pleading for Alterafion of 
ſome Ceremonies, and laying others 
wholly aide, Mr. Bolde proceeds to 
ſeven Arguments. 

1. The firſt is this, It is unque- 
ſtionably certain, that the cloſer any 

N Church 
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Church doth keep, or the nearer ſly 
approaches to the firſt Churches, in 
their ſimplicity and freedom from by- 
mane inventions, the more juſtifiabl 
ſhe will bez andſo on 


1. The Ceremonies we retain 


are ſo few, that if compared with 


the vaſt numbers uſed in thef. 


Church of Rowe, or in the Or 


thodox Chriſtian Churches in $. 


Auguſtine's time, they will appeat 
to be vix quod Thebarum pit 
te, next to none in the compark 
ſon. ; 
2. Thoſe few Ceremonzes we 


do retain, are according to the} 


Pradtice and Simplicity of the fill 
Churches. The 30th Canon faig 
we depart from the Churches 
Italy, France, Spin, and the like 
Churches, in thoſe points only, 
wherein they are fallen from thett 
ſlves in their ancient [ntegrity, 
and from the Apoſtolical Churchs 
which were their firft Founder, 
Thu* the Church of Ergland de 
clars 
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dlares concernipg Chuzch Ceremos» 
nies in general; and Of the' Croſs 
at Baptiſm in particular it ſays, we 
therein follow the primitive Apo- 
ſtolic Churches. And 

.3. It 1s on no account more 
then agreement with the Primt- 
tive -Churches, that we retain 


'the uſe of our few Ceremonies, 


and refuſe to yield to Dillenters 
in altering ſome, and aboliſhing 
others 3 and therefore accotding 
to the Pleaders owa Hypothelis, 
our Church is moſt juſtifiable 1a fo 
doing. 


2, His Second Argument is this, 
That teaching that humane autho- 
rity has an unlimited power to int- 


poſe any thing on the Church, which 


is not expreſly forbid in Scripture, 

may be of dangerous conſequence. 
The word (unlimited) is here 
inipertinently foiſted in z for if hus 
mane authority has power to 1m- 
pole on the Church what the 
Scripture doth hot forbid, it muſt 
N 2 io 
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in that caſe have an unlimited 


power, becaaſe nothing can limit 


it but the Scripture. If you take 
his aſſertion without the word 
( Unlimited) then it is that 


Serm. Preface. Which Dr. Saxnder/on called the 


P. 187. 


very myſtery of Puritaniſm , and 
that which the very Proteſtant 
Reconciler doth contradi& and 
confutez and which is not only 
the very charaCteriſtick dodrine 
of the Diſſenters, but their chiet 
fundamental, the very ground 
and foundation of their out-crie 
againſt ceremonies, as uncommat- 
ded rites, humane inventions, Sus 
perſtitions, &c. And whereas he 
ſays, this may be of dangeromy com 
ſequence, 1t's certain that the cots 
trary 15 fo; to teach that humane 
authority has not this power 
impoſing on the Church, thing 
not forbid in Scripture, but to 
demand a Scripture prohibition ot 
precept, for every thing that hu- 
mane authority impoſeth on. the 


Church, is of moſt dangerou 
col 


— 
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conſequence, as Mr. Baxter has 


ſoundly proved, and ſhewed 


wherein, by an induction of about 
Twenty particulars z I ſhall no Defence of the 
more than name but ſome of them. P71n<1p/cs of 
, Love ; Þ. 97, 

T. It draws men into the dange 98, 99, 100, 


rous guilt of adding to the word of 101.&c. 


God, under pretence of defending 
its perfeCtion.3 (He fbews how) * 

2. It ſorely prepares men for 
infidelity. (He ſhews how) 

3. It alters the very defiaition 
of the Scripture, and makes It , 
quite another thing, &c. 

4. It tends to caſt all-rational 
worlhiv out of the Church, &c 

5. It will bring in all confuſion, 
inſtead of pure reaſonable wor- 
ſhip, ec. 

6. It will fright poor People 
from Scripture and Religion, and 
make us, our Doctine, and 
Worſhip, ridiculous inthe fight of 
all the world, ( as he ſfbtws at 
lirge.) 

7. All poſlibility of U-non a. 
mong Chriſtiaas and Churches, 
N 3 muſt 
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maſt perith , at this error prevail, 
and be pradiled, c>c. | 

_ 8. It will have a- confounding 
influence into all. the affairs and 
buſineſs of our,lives, Theſe and x 
many more Mr. Baxter doth not 
barely name, (as I have done; but 
ſcyndly proves to -be the/ conſes 
quence of making Scripture 4 
particular rule of circumſtantials 
in worſhip; or teaching,# hat human 
authority has not power of impoſing 
on the Church things not forbid in 
Scriptare. To all which, | add, That 
Sedition and Rebcllion is not fo 
apt to ariſe from any one Presbyte: 
rian Tenet whatfoeyer, as from 
this'z for when men' deny humane 
authority, th: power of impoligg 
Church-ceremonics, for want of 
Scripture-precept or prohibition, 
they do on the ſame account call 
thoſe ceremonies Humane devices, 
uncommand.d Rites,, Pojiſh and 
Superſtiticus, &-c. and therefore 
(mark the conſequence) to be re= 
tormed ; and if the Magiſtrate will 


C'S 
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not reform it, the people muſt ; 
and on this very principle have 
>| commenced the moſt barbarous 
1) and unnatural wars in Erglazd, 
s | Scotland, and other places : And 
t] therefore "tis very dilingenuous in 
| Mr. Bolde, not only to affert and 
| vinfficate this fundamental /and 
|| moſt diſtinguiſhing principle of 
| Difſenters, but to accuſe its con- 
| trary [ a moſt undoubted truth] 
| of Dangerous conſequences when 
| *tis ſo apparent, that the dangerous 
conſequences are all on the other 
fide. 

He proceeds on this head thus p. -», 
Tt is not demonſtrably certain, that 
humane authority has power gn; 
furiber than to puniſh and reſtrain 
indecencies and dijorders in the 
Church. 

Not to ſay whether this be not 
that ſpeaking againit the Kings 
Sovereign Auchority in cauſes Ec- 
clefiaftical, which the 27th Car: 
cenſures. 


— 


N 4 42. It 
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x. It is demonſtrably certain,” 
that humane authority had power. 
to appoint Church-ceremonies, and” 
to determine the circumſtantials. 
in Religion. David alter'd ſome 
things, and inſtituted others, even 
in the Templc-Service, upon, no 
other authority than humane.® xe. 
zelizah on the ſame authority, and 
no other, b:oke the Brazen Serpent 
to pieces, though it was a (vm 


bolical ceremony 'of Gods own. 
inſtitution. He appointed the Le- 


vites to kill the Paſſover , which 
by Gads appointment was to have 


been pertormed by the people. 


themſelves : He preferr'd the Le- 
vites to affiſt the Prieſts in killing 


the other Sacrifices, which they: 


were never before admitted to: $0 
that it is demonſtrably certain, That 
humane authority had once a power 
to determine the cireumſiantials i 


Religion, Nor can Mr. Bolde tell 


when or how they came to be 
diveſted of it. But on the con- 
trary, when Chriſt laid, His King- 
aun 
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| dom was not. of this world, he 
plainly intimated , that be never 
intended to diveſt Governours of 
the authority they were polletled 
of. 

2, It's demonſtrably certain, 
that the Scriptures do no where 
reſtr2in'the power of humane au- 
thority to puniſbing of diforders 
or indecencies in the Churchz 
when the Scripiure commands, 
obey every ordinqnce of mar , It 
ſuppgleth in man, or humane au- 
thority, a power of making ordi- 
'nances 3 Church-ordinances not ex. 
icepted; and «bz lex nom arjiinguit, 
non eſt diſlinguenaum. 

It has been all along the practiſe 
of humane authority 1n all the 
reformed Churches, to inſtitute 
Church-diſcipline, and to impoſe 
it upon the people; and /ex cnrrit 
cm praxi : Thus Calvin himſelf 


writes to Farel/us; To prevent the t9.3; 


deſultory I:wity of thoſe who afſe® 
novelty, it always prevailed in the 
Church,(wbich was decreed in an 3ent 
Councils ) 


yH— z YI 
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' bear ſo much weight as ſome lay "0 
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| Councils) That thoſe who wo 
20t be ſubjeF# to the laws of com ; 0 
diſcipline, ſhould be diſmiſſed frog a 
their funtion. And Beza ( on th g 
life of Calvin) that ſubſcription t 
their Church- diſcipline was enjoivelf 2 
wot only Miniſters but people. . 
4. That every Church Nation 

Va power to inſtitute or appoil int ; 
its Church-ceremonies, was oy ; 
principal argument that our Pr 
teſtant Reformers made ule af ie 
againſt the Papiſts, in altering ou h 
Religion from Popiſh to Prote| 
ſtant. | d 
» 54 
3. Mr. Bolde's 3d Argument rut 
thus; The things we contend abou 
are of ſuch a nature, they canmd 


OY 
=- 


them, &c. 

i. How much the leſs the mat 
ters are we. contend about , | 
much the more 1s the (in and ſhane 
of contentious diſobedience, and 
incoaformity to them. 
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i] 2. The more fit they are tobe 
Wi -made a ſacrifice to peace z eſpeci. 
' ally when in obedience to that 
$ great Goſpel.precept of obedience 
W to every hnmaxze ordinance, 1 Pet. 
| 2.113. -And ſince. Mdahomet mult to 
the Mountain, or the Mountaia'to 
Mabomet, (as he ſpeaks) for ſhame 


jets, antiquity to Novelty, and 
bf publick Authority, the bigheft on 
df (earth, to private fancy, the moſt 
i humourſome and .peeviſh : . Size 
bf theſe things are not (lays the Plea- 


43 


Jet not Governours ſtoop to Sub- - 


— 


| der ) mattier of ſuch moment, as P. 24 


\. moderate wen ſhould lay out much of 
W their zeal about. 

i} He proceeds to fhew how much 
# miſchief men laying out too 
tf much zeal, and too much ſtreſs 
upon theſe things has occaſioned 3 
1 he gives not. ſo much as one 1n- 
0] ſtance of the miſchief; but inſtead 
$1 of all inſtances, he cites Mr. Burgeſs 
t] in his Sermon before King James, 
for this Story. 


e The 


gw 
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The- Roman Emperonr Auguſtus, 
in gving to dine with a Senator of 
Rome, ſaw ſ/me company dragging 
a 1m4n after them,that made a horrid 
out-cry : The Emperour demanding 
the Reaſon 5, it was arſwered, them 
Maſter had condemned kim to the 
F:ſhponds for breaking a Glaſs of 
great value : The Emperonr ſtoppd 
the Execution 3, and when he came 
to the' S$initors houſe, in expoſinla- 


tivg the caſe with him, he asked 


him wietler te had Glaſſ-s worth 
a mans life : That I have, ſays the 
Senator, Glaſſes that IT value at the 


price of a Province. Let's ſee them 


( ſays the Emperor; ) the Senator 
brought them : The Emperour broke 
them; with theſe words, Better all 
theſe periſh, than one man. My 
Author ( ſays he ) left it to his 
Majeſty to apply, and ſo do Ito 
the Reader. | 

And the Reader applies it thus; 


The Glaſſes are Church ceremonies, |. 


the Serator is the Impoler of them, 
the Emperour is the Oppoſer of 
them, 


In 


- 


for MODERA TION:- \ 


themz the breaking of the Glaſſes, 
is the aboliſhing of the Ceremo- 
nies 5 rather than cone man (hould 


| periſþ, is rather than a peevilh Party 


of Diſſenters ſhould be unſatisfied, 
who could never yet agree 1n the 
matter of their ſatisfaction, or in 
what alteration, condeſcenſfion: of 
conceſhon would ſatisfy ther; But 
as in Queen Eliz4b:the time, 


* when to ſatisfy the clamours of « ,,, 17, 
view 0; 118 


Diſſenters againſt the Liturgy.and 
Ceremonies , upon the impetra« 
tion of the Lord Byrldzgh, it was 
granted them, That an altcra- 


' tion ſhould be made, and a Clafljs 


of their own Party was appointed 
on purpoſe : But what alteration 
the firſt Claſſis made, was repre- 
hended by a ſecond Claſfis of 
them, as more faulty than the 
old Liturgy ; and that ſecond was 
reprehended by a third Claſſis, as 
moſt faulty of all: Whereby the 


- Queen plainly ſaw that their cla. 


mours for alteration was for they 
knew not what, and that it was 
impoſlible 
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| impoſſible for them to agree in 
what they would have altered. The 
caſe is the ſame at this day-; ſome 
diflent orr one account, others on 
another ; ſome hold the whole 
Liturgy unlawful, others incexpe- 
dient only ; ſome hold it inexpe- 
dient in ſome Offices , . others in 
other; ſome {tick at ſtanding or 
kneeling , others at nothing but 
the circumſtances of Baptiſm ; ſome 
| have accounted the Scorch Cove- 
nant the. great Mountain in the 
way ; others ſcruple nothing but 


Grand delees, reordination : So that as a great 
Author of their own ſaid, * Tis as | 


eaſy to make a Coat for the Moon, 
as to reconcile them to one ano- 
ther, and make them agree in 
what alterations they would have. 
To what purpoſe then doth any 
Dogmatiſt trouble himſelf with 
Pleas and Interpoſals in that be- 
half. But to return Mr. Bold:'s 
Story of the Emperonr and Sexator 


Serious and of Rome, I will tell him one, from 
—_— as good an Author as Mr. Burgeſs, 
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of the Emperor and Senator of 


| Cap. | 
The People were all in a 

againſt the Senate , and woul 
needs have them all depofed; the 
Emperour Pacwvins Calavins ſhuts 
op the Senators sll together, and 
daps a Guard upon them, and 
then comes to the People and tells 
them, All was in their power now, 
advices them to determine their 
ſeveral fates, according to their 
demerits, one by one ; this t 
readily hearkened to ; and as they 
paſs'd a doom upon any one, he 
approved the Sentence but before 
the Execution, he perſwades them 
to bethink themſelves of another 
and a better man to be in his room, 
fince a Senate they could not be 
without 3 but here the buſineſs 


—__ 


the People who agreed unanimouſ- 
ly againſt the old Senator, could 
by no means agree who ſhould 


ſtuck, as he had foreſeen it would ; 


ſucceed 3; one named this man, 
another that, but whoever was 
named 
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named by one Party, was ſure to be 
rejeted by anothcr ; that in con- 
clufion as great a pique as they 
had received againſt the old Se. 
nate, for want of agreement in 
better men to come in their room, 
they unanimouſly concluded it beſt 
to keep the old ones in. Mr. Bold: 
left his ſtory to the Reader to ap. 
ply, and ſo dol. 


4. Mr. Bolde's Fourthly runs 
thus; 1 never yet met with any 


argument (that I can call to mind) 


for the abſolute inforcing of ſom 
particular needleſs ceremonies to be 
obſerved in the Church, by all wha 
- Irve under one Civil government, 
but what conld be of the jame force, 
if zt were appiyed to all the Chuxches 
in the wor!d : There is as much 
reaſon (I think) that every Church 
and Congregation for the ſervice of 
God throughout th: world, ſhould 
obſerve the ſame ceremonies, as tht 
all the Congregations in one Nation 
ſhoxld. 
I, 
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1. I ſhall not here ſtand to 
enquire how far this doth (» 4y- 
potheſ at leaſt) violate the 27/6 
Canon, which forbids and cenſures 
all ſpeaking againſt his Majeſties 
Authority 1n maters Eccleſiaſtical; 
or whether this doth not (in the 
lame manner) clap the brand of 
PERJURY, (fo far as he Bb 
able ) upon all Parliaments, who 
in the Oath of- Allegiance and 
Supremacy (which they are obs 
liged to take before they can (it 


\in Parliament) do af[-rt the Kings 


Authority in matt-rs Ecclefiaitical 


{ thus, T hat he is Supream Moderator 


and Goo'rnour in all cauſes, and 
over all perſon, as well Eccleſiaſtical 
as Civil, in theſe his Majeſiies Do- 
minions | and no other. ] Whereas 
if the King have n5> more power 
to inforce particular Ceremonies 
on all who live under the ſame 
Civil Government of Exgland, than 
he has to enforce it oa thoſe of 
Germany, France, Spain, and other 
Churches 3 he is ſo far from being 

O the 
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the Supream Head and Gover- 
nour, or having the ſupream pow- 
er in all cauſes Eccleſiaſtical, that 
in all ſuch cauſes within thefe hi 
Dominions, he hath no power at 
all. 

_ And as in the Church of Erg- 
lind, fo 1n all other reformed 
Churches, there is the ſame power 
among themſelves, and no other: 

Dure”s vindi- As the Churches of the I utheran 
i. Confeſſion, give the Sacrament to 
none, but kneeling; the Geneva 
Churches, and the Proteſtant 
Churches of France, give it to 


none but thoſe that ſtand in the 


at of receiving ; and the like 
ceremonies there are inforced up- 
on all that live in thoſe Churches 
under one and the ſame Civil Go' 
vernament. But 


2. I think it ſufficient anſwer to | 
this, to tell Mr. Bolde, that there | 


would be the ſame reaſon for every 
Church throughout the world to 
obſerve the ſame ceremonies, 

for 
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for all the Congregations 1n one 
Nation, in caſe they were all in- 
joined by the ſame or alike Aus 
thority. 

*Cis true, Mr. Blde doth ſeem 
to bound and limit his- aforeſaid 
zfertion with this Parentheſis, (zf 
we reſpe only the obſervations and 
refleFions that Hrathrns and the 
like will make, wher they ſee that 
in one and the ſame Nation , people 
profeſſing the ſame Religion, do ob- 
ſerve different rites) as he ſuppojeth 
Heat hens and the like enemies of 
Ubriſtianity to do, on the account 


, of Chriſtians of different Nations, 


obſerving different rites : Which 
groundleſs ſuppoſal is all he al- 
ledgeth to confirm and ſtrengthen 
his 4th bold aflertioa : Now to 
ſce how impertinently this 1s als 
ledged, 


1, No Church-ceremonies are 
inforced or not inforced amon 
Chriſtians upon any ſuch conſidera- 
tion, or 1a any ſuch regard to 

O 2 Heatheas, 


Heathens, as his Reaſon doth ſup» 
pole. 


2. Heathens and the like ene- 
mies of Chriſtianity cannot reaſo- 
nably make any ſuch obſervations, 
reflexions and exceptions on 'our 
holy faith, on the account of our 


obſcrviag the ſame or different 


rites in Gods ſervice, as the Rea» 
fon he renders doth ſuppoſe. And 
therefore is very frivolouſly and 
inpertinently render'd. 


Mr. Bolde's Fifthly runs thus; 


Long and often experience hath \ 


made it undeniavly evident, that 
puttirg the penal Liws rigorouſly 
in execution againſt tumble, modeſt, 
conſcientious Diſſenters (and | plead 
for none but ſech) bas not anſwered 
the deſicn for which they were inten- 
ded Severzty ( Jays te) zs not 
a pripir meth:d for the ſatisfying of 
mens judgements, or the removing 
of their ſcruples ; with much more 
to the ſame purpoſe. 


When 
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When Vincentius ſeemed to argue 


St. Auguſtine's time 3 St. Auguſtine's 
Anſwer was, Nungquid ideo negl;- 
genda eſt medicina, quia nonnullo- 
mm inſanabilis eſt peſtilentia £ what 
then ( ſays he) is medicine therefore 


| to be negleFed, becauſe ſome mens 


plague zs incurable? Tt 3s better to 


with lenity : Do you think (lays that 
Father ) 'that none are to be com- 
pelled when the maiter of the Family 
ſaid, 14 Luke, Compel them to 


come in, that my houſe' may be 


full; a»vd that be admired with 
great thank fulneſs, that they ( the 
Donatiſts) who c uld by ns other 
means be brought to think of a 
change ' for the better, get when 


the Laws, ſet their hearts ſeriouſly 
to conſider the truth, leſt if they 
fhruld ſuffer puniſhment 1.0t for righ- 
touſneſs, but ſiubbornneſs ſake, their 
patience would be fruitleſs and vain, 
ard let they ſhould afterwards find 


3 no 


once affrighted with the terrour of 


thus in behalf of the Diſlſenters of 


Ep. 48. Litt- 


love with ſeverity, than to deceive I. K. L. 


Lit. H. 


54 Remarks on Mr. Bolde's Plea 


no other reward from God, than 
what was due to wickedneſr: And 
a tolerating of them, he there calls 
a rendering evil for evil , vere mas 
ſum pro malo redderemus ( ſays 
be) And in the ſame letter of 
the ſame Epiſtle, O that I could 
ſhew ( (ſays he) how wany of 
thoſe Circumcellians, | i. e. #he 
worſt ſort of Donatiſts, | are 
mow become good Chriſtians, con- 
demning their former error, whereby 
they taught whatever they did through 
their unquiet raſhneſs , was for the 
Church, ( or glory) of God 5 who \ 
bad never been brought to this pre- | 
\ ſent ſoundneſs of belief, unleſs they 
bad been bound, like mad men, with 
the Cords of thoſe very laws which 
you find fault with: And here it is 
to be remarked of the Donatiſt- 
Diflſenters of old, and of the Mo+ 
dern Diſſenters of late, 


2., What ill uſe they always made 
of -Toleration and Power , when: 
ever they attained it : While Con- 
« = ſtanzine 
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ftantine was Emperor, none pe- 
titioned and pleaded more for 
Toleration than the Dyratiſts, and 
declared themſelves utter enemies 
to any perſon or principle that 
was for diſturbing or puniſhing 
men for conſcience ſake : But as 
ſoon as Jalian was ſetled in the 
Empire, and (with a delign of root- 
ing out Chriſtianity ) counten3n» 
ced the Donatilts, gave them Tc- 
leration, and at laſt reſtored the 
Churches - to them : that Apoſtate 
Emperor himſelf was not fo im- 
perious, ſo tyrannical and ſangui- 
nary as they. In like manner the 
Modera Difſeaters (as Mr. Bo'de 
ſays of the contrary) long and 
oftcy experience hay made it evi- 
dent,that the toleration which they 
lately enjoyed, made them as 
imperious as ever the Laws would 


ſuffer, «ſpecially in 81, and 82; 


when a Conforming Miniſter ( as 
I am credibly informed >) conld 


.{catce Walk Lo»dorn Streets with- 


O 4 out 
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out ſome open affront ctfer'd him 


by that Parity. But when they 
had the po ver in the Ulſurpation. 
times, let who will read Mercurigs 


Ruſticus, and the like Books, and 
he ſhall fad their barbarousScru 


elty in Peiſecuting, {cerce exceeded 
by the Mari.» Perſecution. They 
inflicted cenſures for a meer fuf- 
picion of covetouſneſs, for dancing 

at a Wedding, for a ſupertluity in 
 Raimenr, for fetching a little water 
on the Lords day to boil a Pot, 
or waſh ones hands, though not 
twenty Yards diſtant from their 


Houſes : Whereas the mild and } 


wholſome Laws againl(t Diſlenters 
are cxecuted on them for crimes 
of another n#ure, tor Sedition in 
the State, which, as long and ofien 


expericnce has made undeniably evi- 


dent, has always accompanied 
Schiſm in the Church. 


3. But why doth Mr. Bolde call 
it ſeycrity, and (as in his Sermon) 
Ke: W Perſecution ? 
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{perſecution ? Did the King treat 
lthem as thoſe of their principle 
do in New Eng'/and, ſuch as diſſent 
fom them, with bauiſhment and 
death, The Independents of New 
Erg/and impoſe a penalty of five 
ſhillings a diy on all that come 
not to hear their Sermons ; they 
baniſh all the Artinomians, and Thornd. fore 
put the Quakers to death : Or EEE | 
were they treated by us, as we © © 
ate by Papiſts, with a go ze curſed, 

ſending them to Hell with Anathe. 

mas, for meer inconformity and 

no more ? then indeed one may 

| talk of ſeverity or perſecution ei- 

ther, and plead for Moderation 

towards Diſlenters. But inftead of 

this, our Church calls them Bre- 

thren, and treats them like - ſuch. 

The King indulged to them as 

8 . . 

preat a Toleration as many of 

them would defire-, till the fruit 

of it appeared in a barbarous con- 

(piracy againſt his Life and Go- ,,,, 155, 
verament. I ſay the Fruze of it; 

4 k p for 
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for it's impolible to apprehend} 
how ſuch a Conſpiracy ſhould lf 
contrived and carryed on with any " 
hopes of ſucceſs, without ſtrony h 
preſumption and confident expeds he 
, tioa of help and ſtrength fron th 
' the Diſſcating Proteſtants 3 which 
makes 1t evident and certain, that} 
though the generality of Diſſes 
ters be acquitted from fo much 8 
knowing any thing of the I 
terous deſign , yet it cannot 

denied, but. that it is eventually, 
and per accidens ( at leaſt ) t 

eff-& and product of ghe Nou- 
conformity 3 and this will appear 
to be undeniably, true by 5 


n= nmM3BCQR 35 
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Dilemma. This Conſpiracy in 8 
was contrived and carried af 
either with hopes of ſucceſs, 
without hopes of ſucceſs; witho 
hopes &f ſucceſs, no ſuch <P 
racy ever was, (or can poſhbly 

imagined ever to be) contrived 
and carried on : With hopes 


ſucceſs this could not be, with 
| out 
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out expeQation (if not grand afſu- 
b nce of help and ſtrength from 
he Diſſenting Party ; for no ©- 
$, ther Party could afford them any 
help conſiderable. And to ſay, 
hc any Church-oi-Ergland man 
were, or poſhbly could be con. 
cerned 1n it, is that moſt fſengeleſs 
of all abſurdities | a contradiction 
| in the terms]; for a Church-ob 
England man he cannot be, who 
s not well afteQed to the King, 
the Church, and the Govern- 
ment : Now is it not a contra- 
dition to ſay, that a Perſon or 
Party well affeQ&ed to the King, 
ſhould be in ſuch a Helliſh con- 


p 

| ty 
ls 

ſ 

f 

þ 

| 

| 


| 


iracy againſt him ? that one 
well affected to the Church and the 


{piracy againſt the Church and 


Confpirators came to Church, re- 
ceived the Sacrament, oberved 
the Ceremonies and Orders of the 
| Church; why this would argue 

their 


Government, ſhould be in con- 


Government 2 If it be ſail the ' 


$9 
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their greater hypocriſy, and the 
more dangerouſneſs of their Fax 
fion, but would be concluſive of 
nothing againſt the Dilemma : 
Which makes it as clear and plain 
as any firſt principle, * That 'the 
late Phanatick Plot in 83, wase 
ventually ( at leaſt) the <ffect of 
Nonconformity : This I fay cats 
not be denied, though it ſhould 
be granted, that not one Noth 
conformiſt in England ſo much 
as knew of it till. the publick dib 
covery. 

So that whereas Mr. Bolde taſks 
of. the rigorous execution of penal 
Laws not anſwering the end and 
deſign they were intended for 5 it 
evident from hence, that ſo fat 


as not putting the Laws in ſuch']h 


execution on Diſſenters doth mt- 
niſter to the increaſe of their 
Party ; ſo far it doth gratify and 
miniſter to the deligns of Phanae 


tick Conſpirators, though ' "the | 


Diſlenters were ever. ſo innocent, 
and 


. 


an 
ſp1 
m1 


in 
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and as great haters of-ſuch con. 
ſpiracy as the molt loyal Confor. 
miſts whatever. 

But the main thing that Mr. 
Bolde 19filts on in this place, is 
this, that the rigorous execution of 
the penal Laws doth not anſwer 
the end it was intended for ; (which 
s ſuppreſſing Nonconformity .) 
but doth rather incourage vhe 
thing, and 1acreaſe the Party 
For this he appeals to long and 
ifien experience; and this he aſſerts 
it large; with the greateſt aſſu- 
rance imaginable. Whereas 1ff, 


in ſtatu quo, the thing is yet ſab 

judice , the event ſcarcely yet dil. 
cernable, the effect yet ſcarcely 
known , becauſe ſince Queen El: 
zbeths reign, the. Laws have not 
been put 1nto rigorous execution 
till this laſt year. When Mr. Bolde 
wrote his Book, .the rigorous exc- 
eution of the Law was much re- 
laxed, and-1t was the relaxation 
that ſo increaſed the Party: Our 
State- 
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Hiſt. of Prech- do, In Q1cen Elizabeth's Reign, 
bib. 9.n.25,27- jt was enacted 'in Parliament, The 


' what they will, Perztis in ſua cue 


morbifick cauſe of that dangerous 
ſaperfxtation in the Body politick, 
And let Bofde Quacklings pretend 


Juſque arte credendun eſt ; and thais 
as to the preſent or late ſtate of 
things. | 

2, If we look back on former 
times, Long and often experientt 
has made it undeniably evident, that 
putting the penal Laws rigorouſly in 
execution .againſt Diſſenters, hath 
ahſwered the end for wiich thy 
were "deſigned. 3. e. Hath ſuppreſſed 
Diſſeaters, and reformed Noncor 
formity, when nothing eiſe would 


whoſoever ſhould be found at am 
Conventicle or private metting 
on pretence of Religions exerciſe, 
were to ſuffer impriſonment , or td 
depart the Realm, never to reju'! 
without leaie firſt granied, and the 
failure 


Remarks on Mr: Bolde's Plea| 


State-Phyſitians have found it ſo, { 
that that peſtilent Lax,was the true: 


4 


1 
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F- vilure herein was wade Felony : 
Elknd it was fuch ſharp Laws made 
© higainſt them, and rigorouſly exe- 
cuted on them, that utterly ſup. 
preſs'd\ them, and thereby effe&tv. 
ally promoted the peace and tran-- 
quiliry of Church and State, 'when 
all other means failed ; and that it 
was K. James's relaxing this rigour 
that firſt revived their faftion, is « 
undeniably evident to any that 
vaderſtands the Hiſtory of Exgland 
for theſe Hundred and Thirty years 
laſt pat. 

And of Old, the whole Hiſtory , 
ofthe Donatiſts doth make evident, 
I. That as the Emperours and their 
Councils became more zealous for 
the Chriſtian Religion, their Laws 
| vere made more and more {tri& 

againſt Diſſenters, and executed R 
with more' and more rigour, aC- 
cording to the growth and pro- 
portion of their zeal for Chriſtia- 
nity. And 2dly, that putting the 
Laws rigorou y in execution, _ 
the 


- ———_— 
= 
— 


Civitas met _cum tota Auguſtine ) which 1 
eſſet in parte Donats «4 once all Donatiſts, is now 
unitatem Cathol. timore 
legum wperialum con” 


verſa eſt. Ep.q8- lut.V.Y, the Church by [ this very 
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the only thing that reſtrained that] 


dangerous faction; and reſtored 
peace and unity to the Church: 
Mine own City ( lays $t, 


converted to the Unity if 


means | the . terror of 
the Imperial Laws : The terrox of 
the Laws was ſo prifitable to them, 
( ſays he) 1hat they did bleſs God 
fer them, ſuying, God be thanked 
that hath quickened us, (timulo ter- 
roris,: by the terror of the Laws, ti 


ſech and to find the truth. Othen $ 


(ſays he) ſay we were frigheed by 
falſe rumours, from entering inll' 
the Chu ch, which we ſhould never 
have krown to be falſe, if we had 
not come to the Church; and we 
ſhould never have come to it, if we 
had not been compelled: And in his 
5othtpiltle ro Bonrifacius, They who 
formerly had been on the Donatiſts 
Party, #hanked God, that —_— 
| 


% CROSS aw; 42 <,” obs I oe x VE. » = A _ 3& xx _. 


' the coryedi in of the Laws they are 


P Chriſtian Emperouur plicars (9 nequie mn Fn, 


' Convearicles, by which verv means 


F 
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delivered frim that fur o'4 pert» 

cies,as he calls ther Norconſ rmity; 

and that they who did jo hate the 

Laws,do now love them,and rejoice 11 

the cure that they had made on them, 

as formerly they did in th ir ma4-. 

neſs deteſt thewholſome Laws as tr '#t- 

bleſome to them. He elſewhere calls 

them mad that divide the Church, 

and would have them like mad- 

men tyed and bound with che 

Chain of whollome | 

Laws and Severitics:; C-ntra hos Imperatoy (Cond 

Conſtantine the firlk fan ) lege ſancivit ,- auferr 

eor:1m oratoria © 'ccleſirs a 

finding the Church priv«torum eos Congrey 't:oness 

divided and diſtur- 1, Pblice celebrare, ſed in 
' Eccleſia Cathol commn:care 5 

bed by Schiſmatick in eam cunctss converur» {\ te 

D'(featers , made a cbr, proprtr quam legem 


; kereſim mcmmw am arb :ror 
La w againſt the Mm, Fuſe deſtructam. Hzſt. erip. lib. 
forbiddiog and fupe 5 c.44. _ . 


preſſing all their 


(ſays Sozomen ) the memory of 

Schiſmauicks was utterly deſtroy- 

ed. And whereas Mr. Bolde ſays, p. g, 
nh - that 
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that ſeverity is not a proper me hod 
for the ſatisfying of mens j«d;e- 
ments, cr removing their ſcrupler. 
I anſwer , St. A»guſtine lays, that 
he was once of t:;«t mind, and was 
nct for having the Las rigorouſly 
executed agaialſt Ditſenters 3 but 
te acknowledges his crror 10 it, 
and telis us that this opinion of 
his was conquered and changed 
Ep.48. lett.U, 08 cortradicer tim verbis , ſed de- 
monjira'tium exemp is i e. as Mr, 
Eolde {peaks, by tong and often 
Experience. *Tis true, ſazs St. Au 
Let. T guſtine, ome can be m:de good + 
gainſt his will, but the fear of ſiſ- 
fering miy maie lim leave off bit 
azimoſity againſt ihe truth; or mak 
him willing to riceive the truth 
which he formerly new 710t, and 
perityt in it when be knoxs it. We 
know many (liys be) not only [ingle 
I perſons, but wl.ole Cities, ikat wert 
Donatiſis (or Separatitis) mow bt: 
come good Catholichs, heartily de: 
teſied their aevi't', ſep-<ration, and 


fervently 


pry 


n wa. 


_ ®@ 
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ferv'» thy lowing the anity (ard Com- 
mui n) of the Chwcv; al wbib 
were made juch Conv ris by the fer 


of t! ofs Laxs. mb * ou ſo dif} e: * Speaking ts 


Vincen:tus 4 


End theſe examples priprunded to 
me by my Coliesgue', made me ch.nge 
ny 0;minn: tir ſcith be, | was 
once of that 0»1m10", that ro mn 
0iig.'t to be comp Hed 'o the On ty 
of tie Chur þ but hat this was 10 
be done only by fo ce 
of * argrmen and vip. 


to be conui:! by Re.- 
ſon, no! conjelied by Law; for 
tiis I tiontht conrld do mo bing but 


male open Schiſnaticks, or courter- Litt. VU. 


feit Cth:licks, bit this I was 
convinced lo be 41 error NON CON- 
tragic: n.ium verbis, ca deman- 
[tautum exem.lis, by long ard 
ofren experience. . And therefore 
the Holy F.chcr in ©; Fpiltles ro 
Fovif cins, Jarurims, Feſins and 
070 iS, GUN wlhiily p:icls the rt- 
POTCU: £Xeccuiloy1 of the Lmpertal 
P- 2 Laws 


* V bo agehdum diſputdtions 


IP pugnandum Ta. zone vincens 
 putation,t 4 ft; mere qua. 
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Lews againſt Liſl-nrers, rct only 
a- that wh ci i neccflary to the 
unity and tafety of the Church, 
bat of fuÞ-ient tendency to ſatisfy 
» ns j.dgm "ts, a d remove their 
ſ ruples, ty compeiling them to 
the moſt apt and proper means of 
' that {ait>faction and removal : But 
ſuppoſe thai it were rot as the 
venerable Sr. Auguitine ſays, but 
as Mr Bold ſays, that ſeverity is 
not 4 proper means to ſa'irly men 
Judgments, or remove their ſcrwples: 
Yer, 


2. It cannot be denyed, but that | 
it is a proper means to preſerve 
the Churches unity ; and therefore 
Conitantine the moſt Religious 
E np:rour, the firſt that ever made 


Liws againſt D:{ſ-nters , did not 


ſeek. to b:ing the Heathens to 
Chriſtianity by ſeverity and force; 
but by ſeverity and force he en- 
deavoured to keep the Chriſtians 
in unity, and to that end cnadted 
many 


- 
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many ſevere La+s againſt the 
Diſlenters of thoſe times 3 ſuch 
ſays duguitine as did in convents- 
culis ſuis ſiparatine congregare. And 
'tis remarkable, . thai though the 
Laws made againſt thoſe Donatiſt. 
Difſenters, were not only great 
pecuniary mulcts, but baniſhment, 
and ſeizing their Goods for the 
Emperours uſe, as L[ underſtand 
thoſe words ut fi/co tin: icarentar 3 
yet doth the holy Father account 
theſe laws fo favourable, as not ta 


puniſh bur 'adwo-I{h onlv ; and ;z. © 


having ſpoke ot the Paginiſh 'do- 


{ laters being pu'1(ſhed with d- ath 


for their Id latry, as that feve ity 


6g 


% 
Ee 


which the O:thodox ai.d i2onatilts ;;;, @, p.' 


both did 'approve of and rejoice 
in; he adds, that the wick-dne(; 
of schiſm is worſe thin that oc 
Idolatry ; which is a broad 1ntima- 
tion that that holy man thought 

Schiſm a Capital crime. 
And here I cannot but take no- 
tice of his. calling the whollome 
F 2 EXECU- 
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ex-cution of the Paznal L1»s, by 
the 0d10us name- of Perſernti , 
and not only fo, bur like the Dona: 
tiifs of old, and the Jeſuits of 
Lite,. doth wrcſt and rack the holy 
Scripture , to mcke it ſpeak its 
{ace of 1t : Wirncfs that very Text 


cn which he preached his printed” 


$:1mon, Ca! 4 29. As ke that was 


bor frev tle jth, perſecuted hin 


that was born af. er tbe Spirzt, ſo 
it is x.w, wh. re the Apoltle doh 
plainly mk the party proſecuting, 
to be the parity pe: ſecuted: It was 
Tf12e 3nd Sardb that correttrd Hagay 
and 1ſmel and ver (fats the Apo- 
ſtle) Jſmael he that was born atter 
the fleth, was the party per(: cuting, 
tho the party ſuffering By whrch we 
may underſtand (lays St. aruguſtine 
upon the place) hat the Crurch 

r.-1bcr ſuffers perſecution by the pride 


i--p kewneſ” f carnal men [by 


Fo 4 48, LirL. their 1/wwaels ifþ re proaches } wien 


* fps endeaviiirs to amend them by 
temporal pu iſkmints and corredi- 
one, Ihan be , by tge Church; ſo that 
what- 
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whatever the trnue M ther dith in 
this caſe, though it may ſeem harſh 
ind bitter.,, yet ſhe doth not ren#er 
wil for evil, but enderyour »b; Trhol. 
ſoxve diſcipline to expel ſin; not out 
of hatred or deſire to hurt, but ont 
of love to cure : Whereby it doth 
plainly appear, that the execution 
of the penal Laws againſt Diſſen- 
ters (for of (ſuch he ſpeaks) is fo far 


caſe,the party Proſecatirg isthe par- 
ty Perſecuted [ with Ihmaelit:þ re- 
proaches, as being Perſecutor,, Sc | 
Bit the beſt acconnat of the true 
| \ notion of Peyrſecrtz wig inthelearn- 
el Dr Hick's Sermon of Perfecati- 
and thither I refer the Reader. 


no more than this; 7: was xever 
known that any Ind ferent Ce cm: es 
ries were univer/ally imp ſed in 4 
kr owing ag”, and the opinions of all 
good men did agree to them 


if he hid ſaid, That becauſe (me 
Te good 


fom being Pcrſecution, tha? in that 


6. Mr. Bold:'s 6th Argument is - 


Which is no morcin «tet, than 


7 - 
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good men have not agreed to the 

uſe of ſme Cercm nies, therefore 
tie C u ch mult proſtirure her 
author ty'to every Sc-ptick Tano- 
vator. 1n altering her ancient Can. 
{t, Til JONRt. 


7, H- 7th nl leſt is taken from 
our condeſ intions otieP pits in 
4 2; ou” Rubrick, Imbl.ck Ser. 
p1ce, and if icles, in wrie to the 
b: i» g': 8 of ihe P pits to Join 
nt. s in ins wirilip &c, He 
#nſiance: in : he Churckes eapunging 
that puſſ:ge in tie Littany, where 
Tp pray. d to be del vcred from the 
Iyr.#ny ond all the detiſtable enore 
nilies T. the Biſhops of Rome, EF, 


'Tis true, that for the firſt 
Ei ht. ea years of Queen Elzzabeth, 


n'«rdictory Bull would beds all 
communion with us renounced 3 
and 


fe.v of the Popilh Recuſants abſent- 
ed themſelves from our Churches, 
ti] Pope Tixs the Fifth, by bis 
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> [and in meer hopes of uniting and 
* Þrioging them over tothe Reformed 
Religion, thrre was that coun- 
- [deſce ntion and compliance made 3 
and the like and grea:er concefli 
ons were indu'ged (or offcr'd at 
leaſt ) to th: Noi conformiſts in 
Queen E/izebcths time, till it did 
appear that they would be fati>fied 
with no other conceſſions, than 
what were judged inconfiſtent 
wih the ſafety of Church and 
State. 


Mr. B-/d- having finiſhed his Se: 
ven Arguments agaioſt Impoſition 
of Chui ch-Ceremonies, and exe» 
cution of parnal Laws, has this 
one Story more, that when the 
Exper our took a B ſhop in compleat 
Armour, he ſ n! the Armour to the 
P.pe, with this word, h&ccine {unt 
veltes Filti tui ? 


Whereby Mr. Bolde would infi- 
nuate again ( as the Preced-nt 
words 
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words ſhew) that only Arg iments / 
and Reaſons, and not coercive 1 
means, are to be uſed with Difſen- $o 
ters. | 


The error of this hath its refutal |þy 
from ſome of my laſt Citations out of hh 


Ep. 48-Litt.T. St. AnguStine: And therefore no more | ſea! 


Val. Max. 


he 
he ' 
bY: 


but io return the Story : Pan's 
Emnilins, .a Noble General, when 
leveral of his Souldiers took on 
ther to preſcribe and ſuggeſt to 
him their ſevera! models of ma- 
nagement anJ diſcipline, Acvile 
vos gladios ( (ays the General ) 
mind you your $words, and your. 
bu/meſs, be read) to obey, an exe- 
cute what ſhall b:? commanded you, 
but leave the diſc pline a: d mirage 
ment of affeirs to ne your Geniral: 
q4.d. \&t Govcrnours and Govert- 
ment alone, keep you your (tation, 
and mind yur bultne(s 1n oppofing 
the Enemy. and obeying your Com 
manders. but do not dare to medle 
with con:rolling, direti”g or pre- 
| ſcribing 
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$ribing to thoſe whom 1t 1s your 
Hvſincſs to obey. Bur if theſe bold 
Fldiers that preſcribed thus ſau- 
ily to their Genera), ſhou'd have 
urn'd Rynagadoes, and been caught 
y him [ like this Pleader with 
bs Militant Apologtes for Dif. 
([rating Encmiecs, ] going over into 
he Enemies Camp, no doubt but 
[ie would have given them the very 
dge of Martial Law. 


Thus have I faithfully remarked 
ll that I. judge any thing argu- 
tentative in Mr. Bcld:'s fraudu- 
- 4*nt Plea 3 which is indeed nothing 
!ſe but arrogant dogmatizing and 
reſcribing to Superiours [| inſt-ad 


if Pleading | for licentious and dif- 


nderly Toleration [ on pretence 
if Moderation} of the ſworn ene. 
bi:s of the Church and Goverr. 

| aent, [under the name of Diſſzn. 
rs] 1 (ee little elſe in his Book, 
t what is fairly reducible to 
e of theſe heads, lmpertinency 
or 
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or Scandal ; of the former ſort is 


his ſpending fo many Pages in |' 


telling who they are he pleads for; 
they are ( lays he ) more particy 
larly, men of ſuch Learning as Mr. 
Baxter, Mr. Hickman, &c. My, 
Hickman 1 know not 5; Mr. Baxter' 
Learning no honeſt man will 
envy : He muſt be acknowledged 
a Learned man : If he had no 
$kiil in fencing, he could not be 
{> quarr-lſom. Arrizs was (tiled 
Apis AtzaexNtnoTe]C, was accounted 
the molt lugicat, and one of the 
moſt learned in his time : But what 
of tha: ? The Orthodox Biſhops | 
thought him never the more tir; for 
Church-toleration or comprehen- 
ſion : But ſpeaking of Impertinen- 
cies, the yery name forbids me 
inffting on the thing. 


And ſo of his ſcandals alſo, 
which are ſo deteſtable and no- 
torious, that it were a ſcandal to 
publiſh but the rehearſal of them; 

witnels 


n_— 
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witneſs the Story of the Regilter, 
p 40, Which for its ſcandalous 
reflections on the Ecclefiaſtical 
Governm at , there's nothing in 
Mirtin Mar-Preiate, H'ze any work 
fur the Cooper, or the Cob'cr of 
Glouceſter, can exceed. So of 
thoſe whom he charges with fit- 
ting [as the Reader muſt compute 
it ] Sixteen or Seventeen Rours 
together in a Tavern or an Ale. 
houſe, p 19. His frau 'u'eat (ng- 
ge:\ſtio: is touching the great evil 
of impoling C:urch-cercmoates 3 
with many the like, which run 
through his Book, like a vein 
through his Body 3 and which I 
cannot repeat without fin and 
ſhame : Or .if I could that, It 
would even tire an indefitiga- 
ble Reader to Jead him through 
all the dark and dirty Labyrinth 
of bis defamatory Libel. 


I muſt therefore be abrupt in 
this Appeal to the Reader ; whe- 
ther 
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ther ict be nt the par: of a mo} 
abominable Charch-Trayt r, to play 
the CHA M with the Church, 'in 
ſuch a ireacherous and decciitul 


MAangcr. 


